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PROCEEDINGS 

AT  THE 

ANNUAL  MEETING 

OF  THE 

Pto  ftalt  gmtwum  tat  Imjptttfl  %  Mto  af  %  four. 

Held  in  the  Rooms  of  the  Association,  Bible  Rouse,  Oct.  10th,  1859. 


In  the  absence  of  the  President,  A..  R.  Wetmore,  Esq.,  one  of  the 
Vice-Presidents,  presided.  The  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  Avere 
read,  and,  on  motion,  approved. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  sub- 
mitted a  Report,  which  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  published  with 
the  annual  proceedings  of  the  Association. 

A  draft  of  the  Annual  Report,  having  been  previously  approved  by  a 
Special  Committee,  an  abstract  thereof  was  read  to  the  meeting  by  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  :  whereupon  it  was,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Annual  Report,  an  abstract  of  Which  has  now  been  read,  be 
accepted,  printed,  and  circulated  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary. 

The  Association  now  proceeded  to  the  election  of  the  following  Officers, 
Manngers,  and  Supervisory  Council  for  the  ensuing  year. 


Avery  Architectural  and  Fine  Arts  Library 
Gift  of  Sfymour  B.  Di  rst  Old  York  Liurary 


OFFICERS,  MANAGERS, 

AND 

SUPERVISORY  COUNCIL. 


President. 

JAMES  BROWN. 

Vice  Presidents. 

JAMES  BOORMAN,      HORATIO  ALLEN, 
JAMES  LENOX,  A.  R.  WETMORE, 

JOHN  C.  GREEN. 

Treasurer. 

ROBERT  B.  MINTURN. 

Corresponding  Secretary  and  Agent. 

ROBERT  M.  HARTLEY. 

Recording  Secretary. 

JOSEPH,  B.  COLLINS. 

# 

Supervisory  Council. 

The  first  in  order  is  the  Chairman  of  each  District  Committee. 


James  C.  Ramsey, 
James  Cruikshank, 
John  Mclntyre, 
Wm.  Bogardus, 
F.  S.  Wynkoop, 

8ECOND  DISTRICT. 

George  W.  Abbe, 
Joseph  F.  Sanxey, 
Daniel  N.  Tucker, 
J.  L.  Watkins, 
H.  If,  Baldwin. 

THIRD  DISTRICT. 

H.  S.  Terbell, 
J.  L.  Baldwin, 
William  Allason, 
Ervin  H.  Tripp, 
W.  A.  Haughton. 

FOURTH  DISTRICT. 

Hush  Aikman, 
Archibald  Hall, 
Charles  Chamberlain, 
Thomas  Bristoll, 
O.  VV.  Woodford. 


FIFTH  DISTRICT. 

A .  R.  Wetmore, 
James  P.  Webb, 
Nathan  Brown, 
Samuel  Burrell, 
Wm.  B.  Eager,  M.  D. 

SIXTH  DISTRICT. 

Stephen  Conover, 
David  Fisher, 
John  M.  Clawson, 
Stephen  Conover,  jr., 
Noah  Worrell. 

SEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

Stephen  Cutter, 
Matthew  Bird, 
R.  S.  Place, 
G.  H.  Stone, 
Wm.  Holland. 

EIGHTH  DISTRICT. 

Joseph  B.  Collins, 
John  Endicott, 
John  It.  Russell, 
O.  D.  McClain, 
Darius  Gcer. 


NINTH  DISTRICT. 

Daniel  French, 
Jacob  S.  Miller,  M.  D., 
Thomas  B.  Richards, 
Henry  P.  See, 
Samuel  M.  Pond. 

TENTH  DISTRICT. 

James  Horn, 
A.  Weisman,  M.  D.. 
H.  Van  Arsdale,  M.  D., 
E.  A.  Eraser, 
James  Weir. 

ELEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

S.  P.  Patterson, 
David  L.  Young, 
Andrew  Storms, 
Charles  Perley, 
Wdliam  R.  Siuey. 

TWELFTH  DISTRICT. 

L.  J.  Belloni, 
Wm.  G.  Wood,  M.  D., 
Abraham  D.  Demoresr, 
Spencer  Gregory, 
George  Smith. 
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THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT- 

Lewis  Chichester, 
Thomas  Kennedy, 
Charles  Merrill, 
Wm.  A.  Walker, 
Eneas  Elliot. 

FOURTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

David  Terry, 
H.  P.  West, 
Peter  Carter, 
Nelson  Stelle,  M.  D., 
Gideon  Peck. 


SIXTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

L.  Jackson, 
H.  R.  Bull, 
James  Cowl, 
William  Forrest. 
Milton  St.  John.' 

SEVENTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

S.  C.  Lynes, 
Wm.  Truslow, 
W.  R.  Belcher,  M.  D., 
Peter  Balen, 
Richard  Horton. 


NINETEENTH  DISTRICT. 

David  B.  Scott, 
Abijah  Pell, 
Charles  Smithson, 
John  Turner, 
David  Richards. 

TWENTIETH  DISTRICT. 

James  Demarest, 
D.  H.  Smith, 
M.  Cornell, 
A.  M.  Kanouse, 
H.  G.  Stone. 


FIFTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Thomas  Denny, 
Wm.  G.  Bull, 
Joseph  Lawrence, 
James  Marsh, 
David  Magie. 


EIGHTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Adam  W.  Spies, 
Nathaniel  Hayden, 
W.  F.  Mott,  jr., 
John  Van  Arsdale, 
J.  J.  Greenough. 


TWENTY-FIRST  DISTRICT. 

W.  B.  Bibbins,  M.  D., 
John  Stephenson, 
Edward  Roberts, 
David  Wetmore, 
W.  H.  Taylor. 


TWENTY-SECOND  DISTRICT. 

A.  M.  Lyon,  S.  S.  Winterson, 

J.  L.  Campbell,  M.  D.,    S.  Fleet, 
E.  H.  Munson. 


W.  H.  Aspinwall, 
Peter  Cooper, 
John  D.  Wolfe, 
Jonathan  Sturgis, 
John  C.  Baldwin, 


Elected  Members  of  the  Supervisory  Council. 


F.  S.  Winston, 
E.  J.  Woolsey, 
Wm.  G.  Bull, 
Thos.  H.  Faile, 
Erastus  C.  Benedict, 


Lorillard  Spencer, 
George  T.  Trimble, 
Wm.  B.  Crosby, 
Thomas  Cock,  M.  D. 
Wm  B.  Astor. 


Elected  Members  of  tbe  Board  of  Managers. 

Stewart  Brown  Wilson  G.  Hunt, 

Robert  L.  Kennedy,  Charles  N.  Talbot. 


VISITORS 


Appointed  by  the  Advisory  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year. 


FIRST  DISTRICr. 

John  Love, 
George  Hatt, 
John  Mclntyre, 
John  Harris, 
James  C.  Ramsay, 
Wm.  Bogardus, 
Wm.  Johnson, 
Henry  Gilbert, 
F.  S.  Wynkoop, 
A.  W.  Reynolds, 
N.  C.  Rexford, 
George  Hatt,  Secretary. 


6EC0NI)  DISTRICT. 

II.  M.  Baldwin, 
Joseph  F.  Sanxey, 
Samuel  Shardlow, 
Daniel  N.  Tucker, 
John  L.  Watkins, 
George  Hatt,  Secretary 


THIRD  DISTRICT. 

H.  S.  Terbell, 
Ervin  H.  Tripp, 
Richard  B.  Lewis, 
Wm.  A.  Haughton, 
David  Teets, 
Wm.  Allason, 
E.  S.  Brown, 
Edward  Pratt,  Secretary. 


FOURTH  DISTRICT. 

D.  C  Gleason, 
Jeremiah  T.  Brooks, 
Orville  Gardner, 
Thos.  Brifltoll, 
C.  F.  Williams, 
Wm.  Sharp, 
Wm.  A.  Brusle, 
Wm.  Hart, 
Thomas  Bristoll, 
H.  WMttclsey,  Secretary. 


FIFTH  DISTRICT. 

Wm.  C.  Allen, 
A.  R.  W7etmore, 
J.  La  Wall, 
Asa  Parker, 
J.  G.  W.  Feldman, 
W.  B.  Eager,  M.  D., 
Gilbert  E.  Currie, 
John  Cook, 
Joseph  Bog?s, 
R.  Rochef'eller, 
James  P.  Webb, 
John  A.  Kennedy, 
Edward  Pratt, 
Robert  Lewis, 
John  Wheaton, 
O.  C.  Burgess,  M.  D., 
Peter  Eager,  M.  D., 

A.  P.  Dalrymple,  M.  D., 

B.  F.  Clark, 
M.  C.  Turner, 
Isaac  E.  Smith, 
Palmer  Summer, 
Wm.  Van  Allen, 
Nathan  Brown, 
Edward  Pratt,  Sccrclary. 
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6IXTH  DISTRICT. 

Noah  Warrell, 
Daniel  Fisher, 
John  M.  Clawson, 
Alexander  Proudfoot, 
James  Donald, 
Lorenzo  Carey, 
Peter  Morris, 
William  Brandon* 
Abraham  Florentine, 
George  W,  Lowerre, 
John^G.  Wilson, 
Isaac  Meserole, 
Joshua  Dyson, 
Nofdi  Worrell, 
Samuel  Waddell, 
Samuel  Waddell, 
John  Boyd, 
Amzi  Camp,  Secretary. 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

J.  C.  Graham, 
T.  H,  Allison, 

G.  H.  Stone, 
J.  B.  Horton, 
R.  S.  Place, 
Win.  P.  Holland, 
J.  B.  Horton, 

B.  F.  Chambers, 
John  J.  Dow, 
V.  Morse,  M.  D., 
Joel  Sammis, 

H.  Friedijen, 
W.  C.  Ball, 

J.  C.  Graham, 

H.  Fried  gen, 

B.  F.  Chambers, 

J.  B.  Horton,  Secretary. 


EIGIITH  DISTRICT, 

Nathaniel  Toqker, 
O.  D.  McClattf, 
Wm.  Alexander, 
Daniel  Conover, 
John  R.  Russell, 
Thomas  Bailey, 
James  Winterbottom, 
Daniel  Howell, 
Thomas  Little, 
Albert  Slauson, 
Arthur  Rogers, 
Thomas  Bailey, 
C.  P.  Dakin, 
Samuel  Gilman, 
John  Endicott, 
William  Mitchell, 
J.  B.  BuchanaD, 
Lawrence  Wiseburn, 
Darius  deer, 
Moses  Christy, 
William  Kirby,  Secretary. 


NINTH  DISTRICT. 

Georgo  W.  Ballantine, 
H.  S.  Van  Beuren, 
Thomas  G.  Givvan, 
Henry  Boak, 
Ira  C.  Pierson, 
Peter  Tebow, 
Oliver  T.  Wardell, 
Richard  A.  Thorp, 
William  Bogert, 
Thomas  Chambers, 
Alexander  Edgar, 


Daniel  H.  Carpenter, 

John  B.  Huse, 

John  B.  Huse, 

Cyrus  W.  Price, 

William  K.  Moore, 

John  Dargavel, 

John  Murray, 

Henry  H.  Cargill, 

John  C.  Carson, 

Oliver  Loveland, 

M.H.  Howell. 

Lewis  E.  Jackson,  Secretary. 


TENTH  DISTRICT. 

J.  W.  Lester, 

Abel  Ketchum, 

J.  P.  Lestrade. 

James  Short, 

James  Wier, 

A.  Weismann,  M.  D., 

E.  A.  Fraser, 

C.  E.  Hunter, 

Joel  Sammis, 

John  Scott, 

H.  R  Jones, 

David  Otterville, 

Henry  Wicker, 

J.  G.  Barrett, 

Henry  Van  Arsdale, 

Wm.  C.  Bradley, 

Albert  H.  Doughty, 

George  Betts, 

J.  P.  Lestrade,  Secretary. 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

James  Nevins, 
Wm.  H.  Tice, 
Benjamin  F.  Sickles, 
Josiah  Brown, 
N.  S.  Reed, 
J.  H.  Bulen, 
James  H.  Brennan, 
Wm.  H.  Ingraham, 
Henry  J.  Gibb, 
Curnelius  Waldron, 
James  Wissing, 
Isaiah  Stukey," 
J.  H.  Bulen, 
George  Winslow, 
Walter  M.  Brown. 
Simpson  Huestis, 
John  H.  Bulen,  Secretary, 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT. 

George  Rockwell, 

Jon.  Hanson, 

Richard  S.  Brinkerhotl', 

S  B.  Kenyon, 

John  Hanson, 

Wm.  B.  Gray, 

Andrew  Crawford, 

Isaac  Lockwood. 

John  Hanson, 

Wm.  Povter, 

Georure  Smith, 

J.  M.  Holland, 

J.  M.  Holland, 

J.  M.  Holland, 

Peter  Buri,  Secretary. 

THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Wm.  F.  Nash, 
Edwin  Cornell, 
John  R.  Marsh, 


Richard  Cornwell, 
John  R.  Marsh, 
Robert  Fair, 
James  Prior, 
John  B.  Pomeroy, 
Henry  Wood, 
Charles  Merrill, 
E.  Falconer, 
E.  Falconer, 
J.  W.  Bishop, 
Alplieus  Carpenter, 
Jacob  Fox, 
B.  Hutchinson, 
J.  W.  Bishop, 
Richard  Jenkins, 
Edward  Buckcn, 
E.  Elliot, 

Jas.  W.  Bishop,  Secretary. 


FOURTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Peter  G.  Bertine, 

Henry  P.  West, 

Nelson  Boyce, 

W.  J.  Peterson, 

David  Conway, 

Wm.  Johnson, 

Wm.  H.  Vanderhoof, 

Wm.  S.  Wood, 

W.  K.  Peyton, 

W.  K.  Peytou, 

Nelson  Stelle, 

Franklin  Smith, 

Benjamin  Longmore. 

David  Terry, 

David  Terry, 

James  W.  Monroe, 

Nelson  Sammis, 

Peter  Carter, 

Gideon  Peck, 

D.  Mason, 

William  Miller, 

Jas.  W.  Monroe,  Secretary. 


FIFTEENTH  DISTRICT 

James  S.  Huyler, 
A.  C.  Piercy, 
Edwin  West,  M.  D., 
Isaac  Orchard, 
John  Carr, 
Wm.  Weeks, 
Barnard  McCaddin, 
Benjamin  Lord, 
Richard  Edmonds, 
Isaac  Orchard,  Secretary. 


SIXTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

D.  Torrens, 
D.  Torrens, 
D.  Torrens, 
G.  Whirlev, 
EL  McClellan, 
J.  Hutchinson, 
D.  Slater, 
G.  H.  Beyer, 
¥..  Rinehart, 
D.  Slater, 
D.  Slater, 
G.  W.  Beyer, 
S.  P.  White, 
D.  L.  Beatty, 
D.  L.  Beatty, 
D.  Slater, 
J.  Smith, 
N.  Ellis, 
N.  Ellis, 
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T.  Nelson, 
Joseph  Taylor, 
D.  S.  Fowler, 
A.  Smith, 
A.  Smith, 
A.  Smith, 
A.  Smith, 
J.  Taylor, 
A.  Smith, 
J.  Taylor, 
A.  Smith, 
A.  Smith, 
Wm.  McCrea, 
D.  It.  Jacques, 
A.  Smith, 
J.  Mclntyre, 
D.  Slater, 
D.  lrvin, 
Walter  Calhoun, 
D.  S.  Fowler, 
D.  S.  Fowler. 
D.  Slater, 
D.  R.  Jaquos, 

Charles  C.  Darling,  Secretary. 


SEVENTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

James  Duff, 

John  Wilkin, 

John  Sheehan, 

J.  A.  Sargeant, 

A.  D.  Farretr, 

J.  R.  Bigelow,  M.  D., 

N.  Howard,  jun., 

J.  C.  Jacobi, 

J.  J.  Higgins,  M.  D., 

D.  T.  Stanit'ord, 

Stephen  K.  Earle, 

Francis  Duncan, 

Isaac  Anderson, 

J.  R.  Van  Kleek, 

H.  H.  Williams, 

T.  Franklin  Smith, 

J.  Knight,  M.  D., 

R.  Laird, 

J.  J.  Fleet, 

James  Rogers, 

R.  Horton, 

A.  Goodell, 

H.  Maudcr, 


H.  D.  Whittemore, 
W.  H.  Robertson, 
James  Brien, 
Richard  Horton,  Secretary. 


EIGHTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

George  Stowe, 

Wm.  H.  Rose, 

J.  Ruston, 

J.  A.  Ball, 

Charles  Ruston, 

J.  T.  Alley, 

Chas.  B.  Cornell, 

Jno.  Younsr, 

F.  C.  Black, 

H.  W.  Deems, 

H.  W.  Deems, 

J.  J.  Greenough, 

Jno.  Reid, 

Wm.  Ennis, 

R.  H.  Lievesley, 

Jno.  Ruston, 

Jno.  Ruston,  Secretary. 


NINETEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Charles  Smiihson, 

A.  Black, 

Abijah  Pell, 

John  Foggin, 

Jno.  Knowles, 

S.  K.  Russell, 

D.  Richards, 

Jno.  Turner, 

Enoch  Mack,  Scorctary. 


TWENTIETH  DISTRICT. 

Thomas  Mclntyre, 
II.  Jelliffe, 
S.  Campbell, 
J.  L.  Burdick, 
II.  Brown, 
E.  T.  Winter, 
J.  L.  Burdick. 
J.  F.  Telford, 
W.  W.  Jacobus. 


It.  A.  Romain, 

Charles  Ryder, 

T.  W.  Horstield, 

J.  Mollard, 

N.  R.  Rodgers, 

J.  Mollard,  * 

N.  B.  Rodgers, 

J.  J.  Elmendorf, 

R.  L.  Lundy, 

S.  Mandeville, 

G.  H.  Mandeville, 

A.  T.  Cantield, 

J.  J.  Elmendorf, 

A.  W.  Walker, 

T.  W.  Horsfield, 

P.  Mead, 

P.  Mead, 

Richard  Hayter,  Secretary. 


TWENTY-FIRST  DISTRICT. 

David  "Wetmore, 
Rev.  M.  E.  Willing, 
J.  V.  Freeman, 
Augustus  Morgan, 
Edwin  D.  Ramsdell, 
Peter  Coutant, 
Stephen  Smith, 
Alfred  Wilson, 
J.  J.  Mitchell, 
George  Fielding, 
P.  A.  Spencer, 
Henry  Estwick, 
Walter  Edwards,  jun.. 
J.  H.  Montrose, 
John  Gallahcr,  M.  D., 
P.  A.  Spencer, 
P.  A.  Spencer,  Secretary. 

TWENTY-SECOND  DISTRICT 

Samuel  S.  Winterson, 
Calvin  Lathrop, 
W.  B.  Waldrcn, 
Jotham  Wilson, 
Calvin  Lathrop. 
Ainasa  Leonard, 
Jotham  Wilson, 
Jotham  Wilson. 
Calvin  Lathrop,  Secretary. 


Office  of  the  Association — Bible  House,  39  Third  floor, 
entrance  on  Eighth  street. 


BY-LAWS. 


ARTICLE  I. 

Every  person  who  becomes  an  annual  Subscriber,  a  member  of  an  Ad- 
visory Committee,  or  a  Visitor,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Association. 

ARTICLE  II. 

The  President  and  Secretaries  shall  perform  such  duties  as  usually  pertain 
to  their  office. 

ARTICLE  III. 

The  Treasurer  shall  give  such  security  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  him,  as  the  Association  may  demand  and  approve.  He  shall 
take  in  charge  all  funds  ;  keep  an  account  of  all  receipts  and  disbursements  ; 
and  pay  all  duly  authorized  demands.  At  the  usual  meeting  he  shall  render 
a  particular  and  correct  statement  of  his  receipts  and  disbursements  to  the 
Association.  He  shall  also  exhibit  a  summary  report  to  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers at  theijf  stated  meetings,  and  whenever  called  upon  by  them  for  that 
purpose. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  Board  of  Managers  shall  have  exclusive  control  of  the  funds  of  the 
Association,  and  authority  to  make  By-Laws ;  to  fill  vacancies  in  its  own 
body  ;  appoint  the  Advisory  Committees ;  and  generally  to  adopt  such  meas- 
ures as  the  objects  of  the  Institution  may  require.  It  shall  meet  for  the  trans- 
action of  business  on  the  second  Monday  of  every  month,  except  July  and 
August ;  and  the  Annual  meeting  of  the  Association  shall  be  convened  on  the 
second  Monday  of  October,  when  the  Board  shall  submit  a  report  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, and  the  officers  and  managers  be  chosen.  In  case  of  a  failure  to 
hold  the  specified  meeting  in  October,  a  special  meeting  for  the  same  purpose 
shall  be  convened  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  month. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  of  the  Supervisory  Coun- 
cil, may  be  called  by  the  Secretary,  at  the  request  of  the  President,  or  on  re- 
ceiving a  requisition  signed  by  five  members.  Two  days1  notice  must  be  given 
of  the  time  of  meeting. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

The  Managers  may  at  any  time  make  such  alterations  in  these  By-^Laws  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary ;  provided  they  be  not  contrary  to  the  act  of  In- 
corporation, and  that  such  alteration  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Board  of 
Managers  at  least  one  meeting  before  the  same  are  acted  upon ;  and  that  they 
shall  not  be  passed  upon  unless  specified  in  the  call  of  the  meeting,  and  when 
a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  the  Board  of  Managers  is  present;  but 
they  may  be  amended  at  any  stated  meeting  consisting  of  said  majority,  by 
the  unanimous  consent  of  all  present. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

An  office  shall  be  opened  in  an  eligible  situation,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
centrating and  diffusing  all  information  pertaining  to  the  Society's  operations 
and  objects,  and  for  the  transaction  of  its  general  business. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and  General  Agent  to 
devote  himself  with  diligence  and  fidelity  to  the  affairs  of  the  Association. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

The  city  shall  be  divided  into  twenty-two  Districts,  each  "Ward  forming  a 
District ;  and  the  Districts  be  subdivided  into  Sections.  Each  District  shall 
have  an  Advisory  Committee,  to  consist  of  five  members ;  and  each  Section  a 
Visitor. 

ARTICLE  X. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Advisory  Committees  to  divide  their  Districts 
into  such  Sections  as  to  apportion  to  each  about  twenty-five  families  requiring 
attention ;  endeavor  to  obtain  a  suitable  Visitor  for  each  Section ;  supply  va- 
cancies which  may  occur ;  make  the  necessary  arrangement  for  placing  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Visitors  food,  fuel,  and  clothing  for  distribution  ;  and,  on  some 
day  in  the  first  week  of  every  month  (excepting  the  meetings  of  July  and  Au- 
gust, which  may  be  omitted  in  the  discretion  of  the  Committees),  to  convene 
all  the  Visitors  of  the  Sections,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  their  returns,  and 
conferring  with  them  on  the  object  of  their  mutual  labors.  The  Committees, 
moreover,  shall  duly  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  for  such  proportion  of  the 
funds  as  may  be  appropriated  to  their  Districts  ;  they  shall  keep  a  strict  ac- 
count of  all  their  disbursements,  and  only  in  extreme  cases  make  donations  of 
money;  they  shall  monthly  render  an  account  of  their  expenditures  to  the 
Board  of  Managers ;  and  in  default  of  this  duty,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  draw 
upon  the  funds  of  the  Association.  Each  Committee  shall  appoint  its  own 
Chairman,  Secretary,  and  Treasurer,  and  shall  transmit  the  Reports  of  the 
Visitors,  immediately  after  each  monthly  meeting,  with  any  other  information 
they  may  think  desirable,  to  the  General  Secretary. 


V 
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AKTIOLE  XI. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Visitor  to  confine  his  labors  exclusively  to  the 
particular  Section  assigned  him,  so  that  no  individual  shall  receive  relief,  ex- 
cepting in  the  Section  where  he  is  known,  and  to  which  he  belongs.  The 
Visitors  shall  carefully  investigate  all  cases  referred  to  them  before  granting 
relief;  ascertain  the  condition,  habits  of  life  and  means  of  subsistence  of  the 
applicants;  and  extend  to  all  such  kind  services,  counsel  and  assistance,  as  a 
discriminating  and  judicious  regard  for  their  present  and  permanent  welfare 
requires.    And  in  case  of  sickness,  it  will  be  their  duty  to  inquire  whether 
there  is  any  medical  or  other  attendance  needed ;  whether  relief  is  afforded 
by  any  religious  or  charitable  society ;  to  provide  themselves  with  informa- 
tion respecting  the  nearest  dispensary,  and  in  all  cases,  when  practicable,  to 
refer  applicants  for  aid  to  appropriate  existing  societies.    When  no  other  as- 
sistance is  provided  or  available,  they  shall  draw  from  the  resources  of  this 
Association — not  money,  which  is  never  allowed  to  be  given,  except  with  the 
consent  of  the  Advisory  Committee  or  a  member  thereof — but  such  articles 
of  food,  fuel,  clothing,  and  similar  supplies  as  the  necessities  of  the  case  re- 
quire.   In  all  cases  of  want  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Visitors,  they 
will  be  expected  to  perform  the  same  duties,  although  no  application  has 
been  made.    It  shall  be  their  duty,  moreover,  to  render  a  report  of  their  la- 
bors, and  also  an  account  of  all  their  disbursements,  to  their  respective  Com- 
mittees, at  the  stated  monthly  meeting.    No  Visitors  neglecting  these  duties 
will  be  entitled  to  draw  on  the  funds  of  the  Association. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

The  Board  of  Managers,  the  members  of  the  Advisory  Committees,  and 
certain  elected  members,  shall  together  constitute  a  Supervisory  Council, 
whose  duties  shall  be  deliberative  and  advisory  :  and  its  annual  meetings  be 
held  on  the  second  Monday  of  October,  in  each  year.  Special  meetings  of 
this  body  shall  be  held,  when  called  by  the  Board  of  Managers. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Members  of  the  Association  to  endeavor,  in  all 
suitable  ways,  to  give  practical  effect  to  its  principles ;  especially  to  discoun- 
tenance indiscriminate  alms-giving  and  street-begging;  to  provide  themselves 
with  tickets  of  reference ;  and  instead  of  giving  aid  to  unknown  applicants, 
whose  case  they  cannot  themselves  investigate,  to  refer  such  applications  to 
the  Visitor  of  the  Section  in  which  the  applicants  reside,  in  order  that  such 
cases  may  properly  be  inquired  into,  and,  if  deserving,  be  relieved. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

The  printed  forms  of  tickets  and  orders  for  relief  shall  be  designated  by 
the  Board  of  Managers,  aud  no  other  shall  be  used. 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  FUNDAMENTAL  RULES  BY  WHICH  THE 
ASSOCIATION  IS  GOVERNED. 


1 .  To  regard  each  applicant  for  relief  as  entitled  to  charity,  until  a  careful 
examination  proves  the  contrary. 

2.  To  give  relief  only  after  a  personal  investigation  of  each  case,  by  visita- 
tion and  inquiry. 

3.  To  relieve  no  one  excepting  through  the  Visitor  of  the  section  in  which 
the  applicant  lives. 

4.  To  give  necessary  articles,  and  only  what  is  immediately  necessary. 

5.  To  give  what  is  least  susceptible  of  abuse. 

6.  To  give  only  in  small  quantities,  and  in  proportion  to  immediate  need ; 
and  of  coarser  quality  than  might  be  procured  by  labor,  except  in  cases  of 
sickness. 

7.  To  give  assistance  at  the  right  moment ;  not  to  prolong  it  beyond  the 
duration  of  the  necessity  which  calls  for  it ;  but  to  extend,  restrict,  and  modify 
relief  according  to  that  necessity. 

8.  To  require  of  each  beneficiary  abstinence  from  intoxicating  liquors  as  a 
drink  ;  of  such  as  have  young  children  of  a  proper  age,  that  they  be  kept  at 
school,  except  unavoidable  circumstances  prevent  it;  and  to  apprentice  those 
of  suitable  years  to  some  trade,  or  send  them  to  service.  The  design  being 
to  make  the  poor  a  party  to  their  own  improvement  and  elevation,  the  wilful 
violation  or  disregard  of  these  rules,  shall  debar  them  from  further  relief. 

9.  To  give  no  relief  to  recent  immigrants  having  claims  on  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Emigration  except  in  urgent  cases,  for  two  or  three  days,  or  until 
that  department  can  be  informed  of  such  cases,  when  the  responsibility  of  this 
Association  towards  them  shall  cease. 

10.  To  give  no  aid  to  persons  who,  from  infirmity,  imbecility,  old  age,  or 
any  other  cause,  are  likely  to  continue  unable  to  earn  their  own  support,  and 
consequently  to  be  permanently  dependent,  except  in  extreme  cases  for  two 
or  three  days,  or  until  they  can  be  referred  to  the  Governors  of  the  Alms- 
house. 

11.  To  discontinue  relieving  all  who  manifest  a  purpose  to  depend  on  alms, 
rather  than  on  their  own  exertions  for  support,  and  whose  further  maintenance 
would  bo  incompatible  with  their  good  and  the  objects  of  the  Institution. 

12.  To  give  to  those  having  claims  on  other  charities,  a  card  directing 
them  thereto,  which  indicates  thereon  why  such  relief  was  refused  by  the 
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Association ;  also  a  card,  the  duplicate  thereof,  which  the  member  should  re- 
quire the  applicant  to  produce,  when  ho  affirms  that  the  Association  has 
denied  him  relief. 

As  it  would  here  be  impracticable  to  give  a  detailed  exposition  of  the  fore- 
going rules,  Members  and  others  are  referred,  for  this  purpose,  to  the  Visitor's 
Manual,  and  other  published  documents  and  reports. 

Most  of  the  rules  will,  doubtless,  commend  themselves  at  once  to  approval. 
As  it  respects  others,  the  propriety  of  which  may  appear  less  obvious,  the  fol- 
lowing brief  explanations  are  offered  : 

In  the  9th  Rule,  recent  immigrants  are  not  considered  proper  subjects  of 
relief,  because  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration  are  obligated  by  law  to  care 
for  such  persons,  if  needy,  for  five  years  after  their  arrival,  and  are  provided 
with  means  for  this  purpose.  Consequently,  every  dollar  expended  on  such 
cases  by  the  Association,  would  be  an  improper  appropriation  of  so  much  of 
its  funds,  entrusted  to  it  for  other  objects. 

In  the  10th  Rule,  the  permanently  dependent  are  not  regarded  as  proper 
subjects,  because  if  they  should  continue  to  be  relieved,  the  entire  funds  of 
the  Association  would  soon  be  exhausted  in  the  support  of  a  permanent  list ; 
and  its  primary  objects — the  elevation  of  the  moral  and  physical  condition  of 
the  poor — be  defeated.  Such  persons  should  become  an  in-door  jfliblic  charge, 
which  is  far  preferable  to  reliance  on  incidental  relief. 

The  11th  Rule  refers  to  those  who  have  become  so  pauperized  in  spirit  by 
long-continued  vagrancy  or  gratuitous  relief,  or  so  debased  by  other  causes, 
that  there  is  no  hope  of  inciting  them  to  self-support,  and  to  aid  whom  would 
encourage  vice  and  indolence,  and  foster  a  great  social  evil. 

The  12th  Rule  especially  interests  Members,  inasmuch  as  its  observance 
will  always  infiprm  them,  if  any  applicant  is  denied  relief,  the  reason  of  such 
denial.  The  complaints  of  unrelieved  applicants  who  have  been  sent  to  the 
Association  should  therefore  not  be  listened  to,  until  they  have  produced  a 
card  from  the  Visitor ;  for  a  card  assigning  the  reason  of  refusal  is  always 
given  to  the  unrelieved  applicant,  which,  if  produced,  will  show  why  he  was 
not  relieved  ;  and  if  unproduced,  a  proof  that  he  has  been  attended  to.  In 
either  case,  the  Member  will  thus  be  made  acquainted  with  the  action  of  the 
Visitor,  and  the  reason  for  it. 

Two  or  three  important  results  involved  in  the  observance  of  the  forego- 
ing Rules,  deserve  notice.  First,  by  refusing  aid  to  the  persons  described, 
none  are  necessarily  left  to  suffer.  Even  those  who  obstinately  persist  in  their 
vicious  courses,  and  cannot  be  relieved  by  this  charity  without  injury  to  them 
and  the  community,  still  have  a  resource  in  the  legal  relief  to  which  they  are 
referred,  so  that  all  are  cared  for.  Second,  the  Association  does  not  supersede 
existing  charities,  but  so  far  as  is  practicable,  makes  them  available  to  those 
for  whom  they  are  designed.  Third,  that  it  is  governed  by  such  humane  and 
economical  considerations,  as  have  most  important  moral  and  social  bearings 
on  the  individuals  concerned,  and  the  public. 

Visitors,  in  complying  with  the  foregoing  Rules,  should  carefully  di- 
rect their  attention  to  such  particulars,  bearing  on  the  different  classes  indi- 
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cated  therein,  as  will  qualify  them  for  an  intelligent  and  judicious  discharge  of 
their  highly  important  and  responsible  duties. 

|y  The  attention  of  Members  is  also  called  to  the  said  Rules,j.and  their 
co-operation  with  the  Visitors  most  earnestly  solicited ;  for  without  it,  the 
great  and  difficult  work  in  which  the  Association  is  engaged,  cannot  be  effec- 
tually accomplished. 

Ifir3  Applications  are  not  unfrequently  made  at  unseasonable  times  and 
hours,  by  professedly  homeless,  needy  persons,  for  immediate  relief,  or  for  the 
means  of  procuring  lodging  for  the  night ;  and  those  applied  to  are  often  at  a 
loss  how  to  dispose  of  such  cases.  Generally  such  persons  are  impostors,  and 
artfully  urge  their  appeal  under  circumstances  which  preclude  investigation, 
and  most  likely  to  induce  relief.  If  unknown,  they  should  not  be  aided,  but 
sent  to  one  of  the  nearest  Station  Houses,  which  are  always  open  for  their 
reception.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Station  Houses  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  city : 

First. — At  Franklin  Market. 

Second. — 49  Beekman-street. 

Third.— 79  Warren-street. 

Fourth. — 9  Oak-street. 

Fifth. — 49  Leonard-street. 

Sixth. — 9  Franklin-street. 

Seventh. — Foot  of  Gouverneur-street. 

Eighth. — Prince,  corner  of  Wooster-street. 

Ninth. — 94  Charles-street. 

Tenth. — Essex  Market. 

Eleventh. — Union  Market. 

Twelfth. — 126th-street,  near  3d  Avenue. 

Thirteenth. — Attorney,  corner  of  Delancey -street. 

Fourteenth. — 53  Spring-street. 

Fifteentft .— 220  Mercer-street. 

Sixteenth. — West  20th -street,  between  7th  and  8th  Avenues. 
Seventeenth. — Corner  1st  Avenue  and  Fifth-street. 
Eighteenth.— -163  East  22d-street. 
Nineteenth. — 59th-street,  near  3d  Avenue. 
Twentieth.— 212  West  35th-street. 

'Twenty -first. — 29th-street,  between  4th  and  5th  Avenues. 
Twenty -second. — 8th  Avenue,  near  48th-street. 
Twenty-third. — State-street,  corner  of  Whitehall. 


admitf]  Annual  %qoxl 

OF  THE 


New  York  Association  for  Improving  the 
Condition  of  the  Poor. 


The  Board  of  Managers  would  congratulate  the  members  and 
friends  of  the  Association,  on  the  favorable  auspices  under  which 
they  are  permitted  to  present  their  Sixteenth  Annual  Keport. 

On  contrasting  the  present  condition  of  this  commercial  me- 
tropolis with  the  business  reverses  which  darkened  its  prospects 
at  the  last  Anniversary,  there  is  great  occasion  for  gratitude  to  a 
benignant  Providence,  which,  in  the  revolution  of  a  few  months, 
has  so  effectually  interposed  for  its  relief. 

The  year  just  closed,  unlike  the  preceding,  has  been  one  of 
comparative  prosperity.  The  financial  storm  which  swept  over 
the  country  in  1857-58,  destroying  credit,  paralyzing  industry, 
and  bringing  wide-spread  disaster  and  distress,  especially  upon 
the  laboring  classes,  has  happily  been  succeeded  by  a  period  of 
tranquil  confidence,  revived  business  activity  and  increase  of 
employment  in  most  of  the  varied  departments  of  industry. 

Though  the  subject  is  not  new,  the  Board  have  no  fear  of 
disobliging  the  friends  of  the  poor,  by  inviting  their  attention  to 
a  succinct  account  of  the  labors  of  the  Association  during  an- 
other year,  and  to  such  incidental  events  as  have  had  a  bearing 
upon  its  measures  and  operations. 

Any  apology  for  advocating  the  cause  of  the  unfortunate  and 
needy,  would  be  an  impertinence  and  a  reflection  on  our  common 
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humanity.  For  nature  herself  has  implanted  in  the  human  con- 
stitution a  sympathy  for  the  suffering  ;  and,  uutil  the  heart  he- 
comes  indurated  by  selfishness,  or  apathetic  through  legal  inter- 
positions, to  lt  Kemember  the  Poor"  will  ever  be  one  of  its  purest 
enjoyments. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  labors  of  the  past  autumn  be- 
gan amidst  gloomy  forebodings  of  coming  want  and  distress  to  the 
working  classes,  that  strongly  contrasted  with  the  reduced  value 
of  family  necessaries,  consequent  upon  the  abundant  harvests. 
But  what  availed  these  bounties  to  the  poor,  who  had  neither 
work  nor  means  of  purchase  ?  It  was  to  be  expected  that  the 
effects  of  the  recent  revulsion,  so  severe  and  general,  would  be 
felt  long  after  the  immediate  causes  of  the  calamity  had  passed 
away.  And  such  was  the  experience  of  the  laboring  classes,  not 
only  in  this  city,  but  to  some  extent  throughout  the  country. 
Seldom  were  the  great  mass  of  our  city  laborers,  of  both  sexes, 
in  a  more  pinched  and  pitiable  condition,  than  during  the  earlier 
part  of  the  past  autumn  and  winter.  The  labor  contractions  of 
the  preceding  year,  contemporaneous  with  the  commercial,  by 
depriving  many  of  remunerative  employment,  had  impoverished 
them  to  a  degree,  that  left  the  sufferers  to  the  sad  alternatives 
of  removal,  gratuitous  relief,  or  starvation.  Great  numbers,  con- 
sequently, of  the  virtuous  but  unfortunate  poor,  were,  in  the 
earlier  part  of  the  year,  thrown  upon  this  Association  for  sym- 
pathy and  aid. 

One  remarkable  effect  of  the  depression,  was  a  temporary 
decrease  of  the  population.  Such  a  result,  if  not  without  a 
precedent  in  our  history,  had  not  before  occurred  since  the  war 
in  1812.  In  the  absence  of  an  actual  census,  the  certainty  of 
the  fact  was  shown  by  the  City  Directory,  according  to  which 
there  was  a  diminution  of  4000  families,  as  compared  with  the 
preceding  year.  As  the  Directory,  however,  records  only  the 
names  of  business  men  and  families  residing  below  Fifty-Second 
street,  it  very  inadequately  exhibited  the  decrease  among  me- 
chanics and  laborers.  Of  the  thousands  of  this  class  thrown  out 
of  employment,  many  removed  with  their  families  to  places 
where  living  was  cheaper  and  work  more  abundant.  This  was, 
indeed,  the  only  choice  for  those  who  could  not  subsist  in  this 
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expensive  city  without  labor,  and  whose  spirit  would  not  brook 
dependence  on  alms.  Hence,  the  decrease  of  population  was 
greater  than  the  popular  estimate  or  the  indications  of  the  Di- 
rectory ;  and  the  proofs  of  this  fact  were  found  by  the  Visitors 
of  the  Association,  in  the  number  of  vacated  tenements  and 
missing  families,  that  were  driven  by  their  necessities  to  other 
places  for  employment.  Such  a  result,  during  the  pressure,  was 
rather  to  be  desired  than  regretted,  for  it  tended  to  relieve  our 
overburdened  city,  and  to  diminish  the  claims  on  charity. 

The  movements  of  Emigration  had  also  something  to  do  with 
the  decrease  of  the  inhabitants  and  the  number  of  the  needy. 
While  the  pressure  on  labor  drove  many  of  the  latter  class  into 
the  interior,  the  arrival  of  alien  emigrants  at  this  port,  during 
the  year,  was  much  less  than  half  the  average  of  the  preceding 
twelve  years.  Meanwhile,  the  reflux  of  immigrants  from  this 
country  to  Europe  was  great  beyond  precedent.  According  to 
the  Keport  of  the  British  Commissioners  of  Emigration,  the  re- 
turn tide  of  the  steerage  passengers  from  America  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  amounted  to  16,721  persons,  consisting  chiefly  of 
those  who  had  failed  to  find  profitable  employment.  The  Com- 
missioners ascribed  the  decreased  emigration  principally  to  the 
demand  for  recruits  in  the  army  service  ;  and  the  reflux  of  im- 
migrants fr(ftn  the  United  States,  to  the  position  of  the  working 
classes  as  injuriously  affected  by  the  late  commercial  crisis.  Of- 
ficial papers  also  show,  that  while  German  emigration  had  not 
decreased  in  equal  degree,  causes  similar  to  those  controlling  the 
outgo  in  England,  were  in  operation  on  the  continent.  It  also 
appears,  that  while  the  social  uneasiness  and  popular  discontent 
prevailing  in  particular  districts  tended  to  induce  emigration,  the 
strict  regulations  of  the  United  States  Government,  requiring 
proof  of  the  immigrants'  means  to  proceed  into  the  interior  of 
the  country,  operated  to  check  the  efflux. 

Without  enlarging  on  this  class  of  facts,  it  may  be  sufficient 
to  remark,  that  the  decrease  of  emigration  and  the  egress  of 
the  needy  from  the  city,  were  obviously  perceptible,  but  not  to 
a  degree  that  reduced  the  applicants  for  aid,  in  the  earlier  part 
of  the  season,  to  the  average  of  preceding  years.  Besides  the 
unfortunate  and  deserving  poor  that  sought  assistance,  there 
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were,  as  is  usual  in  time  of  pressure,  great  numbers  of  another 
character — the  reckless  and  abandoned — intent  on  turning  pub- 
lic sympathy  to  their  own  advantage,  and  others  whose  dissolute 
habits  had  sunk  them  below  the  reach  of  voluntary  charity. 
But,  however  degraded  or  impoverished  by  their  vices,  human 
beings  must  not  be  left  to  perish.  And,  as  every  case  must  be 
investigated,  and  a  sound  discrimination  exercised  in  regard  to 
them,  in  order  that  all  should  be  promptly  cared  for  or  referred 
to  their  proper  source  of  relief,  a  vast  amount  of  labor  and  re- 
sponsibility necessarily  devolved  upon  the  Association.  For  it 
scarcely  need  be  repeated,  that  this  system  of  charity  is  not  one 
of  mere  impulse  or  sympathy,  but  of  well-considered  principles, 
which  aim  at  the  highest  interests  of  the  individual  and  the  com- 
munity. 

The  usefulness  and  efficiency  of  the  Association  are  greatly 
promoted  by  the  thorough  knowledge  of  applicants,  which  its 
plan  of  careful  visitation  secures.  As  it  never  pushes  mere 
theories,  regardless  of  effects,  it  avoids  the  evils  that  would  other- 
wise ensue.  Knowing  the  character  and  condition  of  those  with 
whom  it  has  to  do,  it  is  enabled  to  adapt  its  action  to  the  pecu- 
liarities of  each  individual  case,  so  as  to  secure  the  best  practical 
results.  This  was  very  strikingly  shown  by  the  operations  of  the 
past  winter,  as  it  had  been  in  preceding  years  of  more  than 
ordinary  distress. 

Masses  of  the  clamorous  needy,  *of  all  descriptions,  came 
upon  the  Association,  at  times,  in  sufficient  numbers  to  threaten 
its  extinction.  But  it  calmly  met  the  shock,  and  so  quietly 
disposed  of  every  applicant,  that  there  was  no  disturbance 
or  popular  excitement  whatever.  Eampant  pauperism  was 
thus  kept  in  check,  and  the  increase  of  this  terrible  evil,  by 
wisely-adapted  measures,  prevented.  While  none  were  left  to 
suffer,  few,  it  is  believed,  within  the  scope  of  its  action,  were 
injudiciously  relieved,  or  encouraged  to  depend  on  alms  rather 
than  upon  their  own  industry. 

Such,  however,  was  the  unexpected  development  of  events, 
that,  before  mid-winter  had  passed,  there  were  cheering  signs  of 
returning  activity  in  business.  Quick  to  discern  and  to  improve 
the  first  favorable  change,  the  Association  urged  upon  its  bene- 


1859.] 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


17 


nciarie3  the  duty  of  immediately  availing  themselves  of  the 
earliest  offers  of  employment.  This,  in  a  little  time,  so  many 
were  enabled  to  do,  that  at  no  period  of  the  winter  was  the  des- 
titution as  great  as  had  been  anticipated.  As  the  demand  for 
labor  thenceforward  rapidly  revived,  relief  on  the  part  of  the 
Association  correspondingly  diminished.  This  unlooked-for 
change  afforded  another  illustration  of  the  happy  adaptation  of 
this  system  of  charity  to  the  casual  exigencies  of  the  working 
classes  in  the  city.  When  necessary,  it  so  expanded  itself  as  to 
meet  every  claim,  and  to  sustain  any  pressure  which  the  most 
trying  times  had  laid  upon  it ;  and,  having  no  expensive  machin- 
ery to  maintain,  it  now  as  readily  reduced  its  outlay  to  the  min- 
imum of  the  most  favored  seasons.  As  relief  was  not  prolonged 
beyond  the  necessity  which  called  for  it,  but  extended,  restricted 
and  modified,  according  to  that  necessity,  a  great  pecuniary  sav- 
ing was  effected.  This  of  itself  was  a  consideration  not  to  be 
overlooked  ;  but  the  moral  results  were  incomparably  more  im- 
portant. 

Were  the  subject  of  caring  for  the  indigent  attentively  con- 
sidered by  our  citizens,  in  all  its  various  social,  moral  and  eco- 
nomical aspects,  scarcely  any  other  pertaining  to  the  City  would  be 
found  to  surpass  it  in  interest  and  importance.  Our  native  and 
foreign  pauperism  has  assumed  a  magnitude  that  is  truly  alarm- 
ing ;  and  corresponding  thereto,  there  has  been  a  startling  in- 
crease of  crime,  of  taxation,  and  insecurity  of  person  and  prop- 
erty. According  to  official  reports,  the  number  of  City  paupers 
relieved  and  supported  during  the  year  ending  December  1st, 
1858,  was  130,150,  being  about  one-seventh  of  the  population,  and 
an  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of  37,011,  involving  a  public 
expenditure  of  about  $500,000.  The  commitments  for  crime, 
during  the  same  period,  numbered  35,172,  which  was  an  increase 
of  more  than  25  per  cent,  over  the  preceding  year,  at  an  outlay 
of  more  than  §300,000 — making  the  annual  cost  to  our  tax- 
payers, for  pauperism  and  crime  alone,  about  §800,000.  Despite, 
however,  of  this  enormous  expenditure,  these  fearful  evils  still 
remain  unchecked. 

The  popular  idea  that  we  have  but  little  inherited  pauperism 
and  pauperism  of  native  growth,  is  unfortunately  untrue  ;  and,  as 
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this  opinion  leads  to  the  neglect  of  measures  for  its  prevention, 
the  mistake  should  be  corrected.  Not  less  than  thirty -eight  per 
cent,  of  the  persons  receiving  public  relief  in  this  city, 'consists 
of  native-born  citizens,  and  the  ratio  of  such  in  the  interior 
counties  of  the  State  is  still  greater.  But  the  worst  feature  of 
this  great  evil  is,  its  steady  increase  both  from  our  native  popu- 
lation and  by  accretions  from  abroad.  There  are  salutary  laws 
in  regard  to  it,  but  they  are  so  generally  disregarded  or  ineffi- 
ciently executed,  that  pauperism  and  crime  are  swelling  to  a  height 
which  threatens  to  overflow  all  our  former  social  and  moral  land- 
marks, and  blight  society  itself  with  an  intolerable  scourge. 
Obviously,  a  subject  which  involves  the  well-being  of  the  unfor- 
tunate, the  outcast  and  the  depraved,  and  not  less  the  social, 
moral  and  economical  interests  of  the  respectable  classes,  should 
command  the  attention  of  the  entire  community. 

State  Pauperism. 

Perhaps  a  deeper  interest  may  be  awakened  in  the  subject 
by  referring,  briefly,  to  the  general  condition  and  prospects  of 
the  State,  in  respect  to  pauperism.  It  is  certainly  time  that 
the  public  mind  was  drawn  to  an  intelligent  consideration  of  its 
importance  ;  and,  by  taking  a  broader  view  than  our  city  affords, 
the  nature  and  magnitude  of  the  evil  will  be  better  understood. 

It  was  shown  in  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Keport  of  this  Asso- 
ciation, that,  according  to  the  ratios  of  population  in  the  two 
countries,  there  were  about  two  paupers  in  the  wealthy  and  pros- 
perous State  of  New  York,  to  one  in  Ireland,  whose  very  name 
has  long  been  a  synonym  for  poverty  and  wretchedness.  The 
statement  appeared  so  improbable,  that  it  was  received  with  a 
general  expression  of  incredulity.  Since  that  period,  pauperism 
appears  to  have  augmented  more  rapidly  in  our  own  State  than 
it  has  decreased  in  Ireland,  If  any  reliance,  therefore,  is  to  be 
placed  in  Governmental  Reports,  that  unwelcome  fact,  so  humil- 
iating to  our  pride,  having  been  confirmed  by  the  Statistics  of 
each  succeeding  year,  can,  with  no  show  of  reason,  be  longer  denied 
or  evaded.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  to  the  Legislature,  of  the  paupers  relieved  in  the 
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several  counties,  at  the  public  expense,  during  the  past  year, 
affords  a  basis  for  a  comparison  of  our  own  pauperism  with  that 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  the  same  period,  of  which  the 
following  is  the  result : 


In  other  words,  the  pauperism  of  England  and  Wales  was 
in  the  ratio  of  four  and  six-tenths  per  cent,  of  the  whole  popu- 
lation ;  in  Scotland,  three  and  nine-tenths  per  cent.;  in  Ireland, 
about  nine-tenths  of  one  per  cent.;  while  in  the  great  State  of 
New  York,  which  is  foremost  in  population,  enterprise  and  re- 
sources, the  ratio  is  seven  and  four-tenths  per  cent.  Making, 
therefore,  every  reasonable  allowance  for  hypothetical  inaccuracies 
in  our  State  Statistics — for  the  figures  assumed  are  less  than  the 
returns  would  justify — and  we  are  confronted  with  the  appalling 
fact,  that  the  pauperism  in  this  State  is  some  five  per  cent,  in 
advance  of  that  in  Ireland  ;  that  is  to  say,  there  are,  according 
to  the  ratios  of  population,  five  paupers  in  this  State  to  one  in 
that  country.  It  is  unnecessary  to  extend  the  contrast,  or  it 
might  be  faAher  shown,  that  the  legal'  provision  for  the  relief  of 
the  New  York  paupers  is  greater  per  capita,  than  the  govern- 
mental allowance  in  Ireland,  but  proportionately  less  than  the 
poor  rates  both  of  England  and  Sotland. 

Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  this  dread  phenomenon  of  pau- 
perism has  come  suddenly  upon  us.  Statistics,  on  the  contrary, 
show  that  it  has  reached  its  alarming  prevalence  by  a  steady, 

*  The  following  Abstract  from  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
shows  the  whole  number  of  town  and  county  paupers  relieved  or  supported 
during  the  year  ending  December  1st,  1858,  to  wit : 

Whole  number  relieved,  &c   201,155 

Of  which  there  were  County  paupers   103,499 

Town   23,205 

Temporarily  relieved   207,207 

The  returns  from  the  County  of  Albany  are  not  included  in  the  foregoing 
Statement,  or  the  aggregate  would  have  been  considerably  increased. 


England  and  Wales 

Scotland  

Ireland  

New  York  State. . 


Population. 

19,045,000 
3,035,000 
6,500,000 
3,500,000 
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gradual  growth.  The  census  of  the  State  from  1831  to  1851, 
and  the  pauper  statistics  for  the  same  period,  exhibit  the  follow- 
ing results  :  * 

Increase  of  population  in  20  years  Gl  per  cent. 

Increase  of  pauperism  from  annual  tables  during  the 

same  period  .706  per  cent. 

"  In  1831,  tkere  was  one  pauper  to  every  123  persons  ;  in 
1841,  there  was  one  to  every  39  persons  ;  in  1851,  there  was  one 
to  every  24  persons  ;  and  this  year  (1856),  there  is  one  to  every 
17  persons.  Let  the  same  ratio  continue  15  years  longer,  and 
there  will  be  one  pauper  to  every  five  persons  ;  that  is,  every  five 
persons  in  the  State  must  support  one  pauper.  Twenty  years, 
reaching  from  January,  1831,  to  1851,  furnish  as  just  a  scale  as 
can  be  obtained,  by  which  to  gauge  the  succeeding  20  years. 
Indeed,  the  five  years  since  1851  show  a  still  larger  increase  in 
the  ratio  of  pauperism,  so  that  at  the  end  of  15  years  more,  the 
20  years  from  1851  to  1871  would  exhibit  even  a  sadder  result 
than  the  number  of  years  between  1831  and  1851.  It  is  sub- 
mitted, whether  we  should  act  from  a  blind  confidence  in  the  per- 
petuity of  our  institutions,  or  from  statistics  gathered  from  the 
steady  action  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  on  our  history." 

Since  1856,  when  the  above  Statement  in  substance  was 
first  published,  pauperism  has  increased  in  the  State  above  the 
ratio  then  anticipated,  so  that  the  present  proportion  to  the 
population  is  one  pauper  to  about  13^  persons.  Is  it  not  as- 
tonishing that  such  facts  are  unheeded  ?  It  is  idle  to  reason 
against  facts,  for  if  there  is  any  reliability  in  statistics,  the  facts 
themselves  stand  boldly  in  evidence  ! 

The  causes  of  pauperism  and  its  cure  in  this  city,  and,  infer- 
entially,  in  the  State,  have  been  so  frequently  and  fully  present- 
ed in  previous  Reports  of  the  Association/5'  that  it  is  not  now  de- 
signed to  enter  further  upon  their  consideration,  than  to  correct 
a  prevailing  mistake  on  the  subject.  It  is  popular  and  conven- 
ient to  ascribe  it  to  emigration.  But  this  is  true  only  in  a  lim- 
ited sense.  Ireland  and  other  foreign  countries  have  doubtless 
been  benefited  at  our  expense,  by  the  deportation  of  their  poor, 


*  Vide  Report  for  1858,  page  41. 
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and  to  them  we  owe  the  bulk  of  our  pauperism.  Many,  also,  of 
our  most  grievous  social  evils  have  been  transplanted  from  Europe. 
But  we  must  take  the  chaff  with  the  wheat.  These  are  the  prices 
we  must  pay  for  the  labor,  the  skill,  and  the  wealth,  which  the 
foreign  element  contributes  to  our  strength  and  general  prosper- 
ity ;  and,  guarding  against  the  incidental  evils  as  we  best  may, 
congratulate  ourselves  on  the  paramount  advantages  resulting  to 
the  country  at  large,  from  immigration.  But,  in  conceding  this, 
let  not  the  momentous  fact  be  overlooked,  that  pauperism,  so 
long  regarded  as  an  exotic,  is  actually  germinating  in  our  own 
soil,  with  baneful  luxuriance.  The  humiliating  proof  of  this,  is 
placed  beyond  dispute  by  official  Statistics.  Of  the  130,150 
paupers  relieved  in  this  City,  in  1858,  50,251,  or  38  per  cent., 
were  natives  ;  and  that  this  result  wras  not  attributable  to  the 
demoralizing  influences  of  City  life,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that,  of 
the  261,155  State  paupers,  104,744,  or  41  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
number,  were  natives  of  the  United  States.""  It  is  evident, 
therefore,  that  exclusive  of  emigration,  the  ratio  of  our  native- 
born  paupers  to  the  population  of  our  City  and  State  is  far  be- 
yond that  of  England,  and  more  than  double  that  of  Ireland. 
Its  most  alarming  feature,  meanwhile,  in  respect  to  ourselves,  is, 
its  steady  d# crease  in  other  countries,  as  it  rapidly  augments  in 
our  own. 

It  has  been  urged  that  many  of  our  native-born  paupers  are 
the  offspring  of  foreign  parents,  who  were  themselves  paupers. 
If  such  is  the  fact,  it  settles  the  point  at  issue,  which  is,  that 
our  institutions  nurture  the  growth  of  the  evil  in  question,  irre- 
spective of  birth  or  nationality  ;  for  it  is  clearly  in  evidence  that 
the  offspring  of  the  native  pauper  are  not  less  likely  to  become 
pauperized,  under  existing  systems  of  treatment,  than  those  who 
claim  an  immediate  foreign  descent.  Hence,  the  origin  of  indi- 
genous pauperism.  Under  a  better  system,  able-bodied  pauper- 
ism, in  this  country,  could  not  exist.  All  the  workings  <>i  the 
present  system  demonstrate  its  defects. 

*  As,  iri  the  official  return?,  children,  though  bom  in  this  country,  ofien« 
follow  the  nativity  of  their  parents,  many  are  classed  as  foreigners  who  are  in 
fact  natives.  Hence,  a  more  accurate  classification  would  materially  augment 
the  number  of  native-born  paupers. 


22 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


[1859. 


These  remarks  are  not  designed  to  reflect  on  the  administrative 
ability  of  those  intrusted  with  the  management  of  our  public 
charities,  but  on  the  general  treatment  of  pauperism  throughout 
the  State.  The  foregoing  statistics  are  exhibited  as  the  test  and 
ultimate  exponent  of  principles.  Figures  on  such  a  subject  are 
more  conclusive  than  the  most  elaborate  arguments.  The  facts 
and  results  so  clearly  demonstrate  the  defects  of  the  entire  sys- 
tem, as  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  discussion. 

And  yet,  in  respect  to  this  great  social  evil,  it  appears  neces- 
sary to  repeat  what  has  often  been  stated  in  previous  reports, 
that  this  Association  disclaims  all  responsibility  for  its  existence 
and  continuance.  It  is  true,  that  in  its  incidental  relations  to 
pauperism,  it  leaves  no  proper  efforts,  within  the  legitimate  scope 
of  its  action,  untried  for  its  removal.  But  such  is  neither  its 
primary  object  nor  avowed  design.  Believing  that  the  charity  of 
prevention  is  wisest  and  best,  its  objects  are  mainly  preventive, 
and  not  remedial.  It  proposes  to  lay  the  axe  at  the  root  of  this 
Bohon  Upas — to  dry  up  the  streams  by  exhausting  the  fountain. 
While  the  practical  wisdom  of  such  a  course  will  not  be  ques- 
tioned, if  its  efficiency  is  incomplete,  it  is  not  owing  to  a  defect 
in  the  principle  itself,  nor,  is  it  believed,  to  its  application  ;  but, 
first,  to  the  fact  that  the  bulk  of  our  pauperism,  which  comes  not 
under  the  control  of  this  Institution,  is  imported  ready-made  ; 
and,  second,  such  is  the  general  mismanagement  of  pauperism, 
both  foreign  and  domestic,  that  it  tends  to  foster  the  evil  rather 
than  to  effect  its  extirpation. 

To  save  the  poverty-stricken  and  the  tempted  from  sinking 
into  hopeless  debasement  and  pauperism,  will  be  conceded,  by 
those  acquainted  with  the  attendant  difficulties,  to  be  no  small 
achievement ;  yet,  in  the  prosecution  of  this  work,  it  is  believed 
that  the  Association  hitherto  has  been  remarkably  successful,  and 
never  more  so  than  during  the  past  year.  The  necessity  of  spe- 
cial, systematic,  well-directed  labors,  for  so  important  an  object, 
that  should  cover  the  entire  city,  grows  out  of  our  peculiar  ex- 
posure, not  only  to  the  influx  of  the  class  of  persons  in  question 
from  abroad,  but  also  to  the  numerous  unavoidable  causes  of  des- 
titution, that  are  constantly  arising  in  so  vast  a  population.  The 
Association    has,   therefore,    steadily  pursued  the  preventive 
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measures  to  which  it  is  specially  committed,  though  such 
measures,  however  successful,  are,  in  their  very  nature,  of  a  class 
that  yield  no  palpable  demonstrative  results. 

The  causes  of  those  periodical  revulsions  that  have  occurred 
in  our  past  financial  history,  are  the  result  of  laws  which  are  uni- 
form in  their  operation,  and  are  not  less  certain  to  return  at  in- 
tervals, than  that  the  causes  themselves  exist.  And  such  are 
their  relations  to  commerce,  manufactures  and  industrial  pursuits 
generally,  that  probably  no  one  government  can  prevent  their  re- 
currence, much  less  can  they  be  averted  or  controlled  by  any 
municipal  measures  or  voluntary  associations.  It  is,  therefore, 
alike  the  dictate  of  wisdom  and  humanity  to  be  prepared  for 
what  cannot  be  avoided  ;  and  especially  to  shield  those  from  dis- 
aster, who  are  most  exposed  to  the  shock,  and  least  able  to  bear 
it.  It  is  the  certain  tendency  of  every  financial  revulsion,  to 
throw  multitudes  of  the  self-supporting,  industrious  classes  down 
to  a  lower  level  than  they  before  occupied.  Nay,  in  the  ordinary 
annual  operations  of  labor,  as  affected  by  the  seasons,  and  by  the 
fluctuations  of  supply  and  demand  common  in  the  most  prosper- 
ous times,  every  winter  is  full  of  peril  to  thousands  of  the  re- 
spectable poor.  Such  being  the  laws  of  labor,  what  schemes  of 
economical  |cience  will  prevent  their  operation  ? 

But  the  subject  presents  itself  in  another  aspect.  The  times 
are  always  hard  with  large  families,  whose  miserably  insufficient 
wages  just  keep  them  above  starvation.  By  wonderful  energy 
and  management,  they  contrive  to  live  on,  unaided,  the  greater 
part  of  the  year.  But  let  them  be  overtaken  with  sickness,  or 
by  the  usual  contractions  of  labor  during  the  wrinter,  which  takes 
away  their  slender  pittance,  and  what  is  there  between  them  and 
starvation  ?  They  have  no  work,  no  savings  to  fall  back  upon, 
and  their  children  and  themselves  are  perishing  with  cold,  and 
hunger,  and  nakedness.  It  is  not  in  human  nature  to  endure 
such  an  ordeal,  unharmed,  especially  when  driven  by  stern  neces- 
sity to  consort  with  the  outcast,  and  to  be  degraded  by  public  re- 
lief. Yet  such,  alas  !  is  often  the  condition  of  many  of  the  de- 
serving poor.  Brought  by  want  and  suffering  to  the  verge  that 
separates  poverty  from  pauperism,  in  this  their  extreme  need  and 
peril,  if  not  before,  this  Association,  like  a  guardian  angel,  inter- 


24 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


[1859. 


poses  for  their  deliverance — so  cautiously  as  not  to  undermine 
one  right  principle,  and  so  unobtrusively  and  secretly,  as  not  to 
wound  the  most  sensitive.  Thus  they  are  reached  and*  saved, 
most  probably,  from  a  life-long  career  of  vagrancy,  vice,  and 
crime.  In  other  words,  this  charity  bridges  over  the  terrible  gulf 
of  pauperism,  which  sweeps  downward  with  such  tremendous 
force,  that  but  few  who  are  drawn  therein,  are  afterwards  re- 
covered. 

In  presenting  these  incidental  remarks  on  the  charity  of  pre- 
vention, let  it  not  be  supposed  that  systematic  relief  is  undervalued 
or  overlooked.  The  latter  has  its  appropriate  place  and  office, 
but  on  that  branch  of  the  subject,  it  is  not  here  designed  to  en- 
large. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  City. 

It  will  not  detract  from  the  importance  of  modern  sanitary 
science  to  remark,  that  its  appliances  for  the  prevention  of  dis- 
ease and  the  improvement  of  the  health  of  towns  and  populous 
districts,  are  in  striking  conformity  with  the  great  primitive  or- 
dinances of  the  Mosaic  dispensation,  for  personal  and  domiciliary 
purification,  promulged  more  than  three  thousand  years  ago. 
The  defilement  of  the  camp  of  the  Israelites  by  the  presence  of 
impurities,  at  once  injurious  and  disgusting,  was  strictly  forbidden,, 
and  a  due  regard  to  cleanliness  and  decency,  as  imperatively  en- 
joined. Thus,  also,  in  the  purification  or  demolition  of  leprous 
houses,  such  hygienic  results  were  secured  by  such  means,  as  it  is 
the  chief  object  of  modern  engineering  to  effect.  And  many  of 
the  positive  observances  directed  by  the  J ewish  code,  were  founded 
on  natural  laws,  and  had  a  similar  sanitary  purpose." 

The  habits  of  a  people  with  respect  to  cleanliness,  and  more  es- 
pecially with  respect  to  their  care  to  protect  their  habitations 
from  pollution  by  excrementitious  matter,  are  a  clear  indication 
of  their  progress  in  civilization.  Archdeacon  Paley  was  accus- 
tomed to  direct  the  particular  attention  of  travellers  in  foreign 
countries,  to  the  mode  in  which  the  people  disposed  of  their  ex- 
creta, stating  that  from  this  single  fact  a  greater  insight  might 

*  Vide  Lev.  xiv.  33—18. 
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be  gained  into  their  habits  of  cleanliness,  decency,  self-respect, 
and  industry,  and  generally  into  their  moral  and  social  condition, 
than  from  facts  of  any  other  class.  By  this  test,  how  would 
large  portions  of  our  city  rank  in  the  scale  of  civilization  ? 

It  is  a  deplorable  proof  of  the  want  of  information  and  of 
due  appreciation  of  the  circumstances  on  which  the  improvement 
of  the  moral  as  well  as  the  physical  condition  of  the  population 
depends,  that  the  existence  of  filthy  houses  and  streets,  the  prev- 
alence of  uncleanly  habits  among  large  masses  of  the  people, 
and  the  efforts  to  remedy  or  mitigate  the  attendant  evils,  are 
generally  treated  with  unconcern  by  the  public,  as  if  the  subject 
was  of  no  consequence,  or  only  fitted  to  excite  disgust.  It  may 
not  be  needful  that  persons  on  whom  no  special  duties  devolve, 
should  enter  closely  into  details  ;  but  it  is  incumbent  on  the 
local  administrators  of  the  law  for  preserving  the  health  and  im- 
proving the  sanitary  condition  of  the  people,  to  show,  by  their  man- 
ner of  dealing  with  its  provisions,  that  they  regard  them  as  the 
means  of  fulfilling,  and  as  being,  in  fact,  when  completed,  the 
practical  fulfilment  of  the  only  conditions  on  which  the  health  and 
prosperity  of  the  community  can  be  secured.  It  is  important, 
moreover,  that  the  proper  authorities  should  treat  even  the 
minutest  arfd  most  repulsive  details,  with  the  like  scrupulous  and 
anxious  care  with  which  physicians  deal  with  the  most  offensive 
particulars,  attendant  upon  sickness,  suffering,  and  mortal  dis- 
ease. * 

The  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Board  for  1857,  gave  a  succinct 
account  of  the  leading  causes  which  operated  disastrously  on 
public  health,  and  of  the  alarmingly  high  death  rate  in  proportion 
to  the  population.  Since  that  period,  they  regret  to  state,  no- 
thing has  been  affected  either  to  remove  these  causes,  or  to  pro- 
mote the  sanitary  condition  of  the  people.  The  health  of  the 
city  as  compared  with  itself,  is  shown  to  have  been  deteriorating 
as  far  back  as  reliable  statistics  can  be  obtained  ;  and  compared 
with  other  large  cities  in  this  country  and  in  Europe  the  mortu- 
ary returns  exhibit  a  greater  ratio  of  mortality.  Both  in  respect 
to  public  health  and  pauperism,  our  city  appears  to  stand  very 
nearly  where  England  and  some  other  European  countries  stood 


*  Vide  English  Report  of  Board  of  Health,  1852. 
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two  hundred  years  ago.  There,  the  appliances  of  science  to  im- 
prove the  hygienic  condition  of  the  people,  especially  in  populous 
towns  and  cities,  have  been  attended  with  such  success,'  as  to 
double  the  probable  duration  of  life.  Corresponding  results 
might  here  be  secured,  where  the  natural  advantages  for  salubrity 
and  health  are  incomparably  superior.  But,  unhappily,  in  this 
densely  crowded  city,  where  the  same  imperative  necessity  exists 
for  thorough  sanitary  reform,  and  where  the  extensive  experience 
of  other  nations  could  be  readily  subsidized  for  our  advantage, 
very  little  practical  interest  has  hitherto  been  manifested  in  the 
subject.  But  this  apathy  cannot  always  prevail.  Deep-seated 
causes  of  disease  are  at  work,  which,  if  not  eradicated,  will,  in 
the  judgment  of  our  profoundest  thinkers,  eventually  break  out 
with  a  virulence  which  may  decimate  the  population,  and  scatter 
our  commercial  prosperity  to  the  four  winds.  And  if  any  thing 
short  of  a  devastating  pestilence  can  arouse  our  citizens  to  a  sense 
of  their  danger  and  of  their  duty  in  this  relation,  is  it  not  an  at- 
tentive consideration  of  the  following  class  of  Statistics,  which 
show  the  ratio  of  deaths  to  the  population  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  as  compared  with  other  American  cities  ? 


Ifeto  York.  Boston.  Philadelphia.  Baltimore. 

1835  1  in  40-87  43  «       "  42-75 

1840  1  in  39-74  46-17  "       "  50-12 

1845  1  in  37  55  48  "       "  41-81 

1850  1  in  33-52  37-84  37-84  36  19 

1855  1  in  27-33  39-88  47-81 

1857  1  in  27-15  "  44  5  " 


The  subjoined  statement  shows  the  mortality  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  compared  with  several  European  cities  : — 

The  mortality  of  London  is  1  in  40  The  mortality  of  Genoa      is  1  in  32-25 

«        "          Berlin    is  1  in  40  "         "         Lyons      is  1  in  30-03 

"        «          Turin    is  1  in  38*46  "         "         Hamburg  is  1  in  28 

«        «          Paris     is  1  in  36-71  "        "         New  York  is  1  in  27-15 

According  to  the  foregoing  tables,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
ratio  of  mortality  is  vastly  greater  in  the  city  of  New  York  than 
in  most  of  the  principal  American  and  European  cities.  And 
this  fact  stands  in  strong  contrast  with  another,  from  which  it 
should  not  be  separated  ;  that  is,  the  superior  natural  advantages 
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of  New  York  for  a  high  degree  of  health,  so  far  as  that  depends 
on  position,  climate,  and  an  adventitious  supply  of  pure  water. 
Nature  has  done  all  that  could  be  desired,  to  make  it  one  of  the 
most  healthy  cities  on  the  globe.  That  it  ranks  lowest,  there- 
fore, in  salubrity,  among  the  leading  cities  of  the  age,  is  owing, 
undeniably,  to  the  disregard  of  proper  sanitary  regulations. 

The  principles  of  hygiene  are  now  so  fully  understood,  and 
their  efficacy  have  been  so  extensively  and  thoroughly  tested  by 
innumerable  experiments,  that  all  apology  for  the  unhealthiness 
of  New  York  is  taken  away.  Such  insalubrity  exists,  not  from 
necessity,  but  solely  from  a  culpable  neglect  to  apply  those  pre- 
ventive and  remedial  measures  which  are  always  available  and 
certain.  The  cities  of  modern  Europe  afford  striking  examples 
of  the  effect  of  improved  sanitary  legislation  in  promoting  the 
average  duration  of  life.  The  mortality  of  Paris  in  the  four- 
teenth century,  was  estimated  to  be  one  in  20  ;  in  1830,  the 
ratio  of  deaths  had  decreased  to  one  in  32.  But  such  have  been 
the  progressive  ameliorations  in  this  respect  by  recent  improve- 
ments, that  the  average  ratio  is  now  but  one  in  36*71.  Still 
more  remarkable  has  been  the  effect  of  hygienic  appliances  in 
the  city  of  Geneva,  during  the  last  three  centuries.  M.  Marc 
d'Espine,  ip.  a  late  work  on  "  Comparative  Mortuary  Statistics," 
shows  that  the  probable  duration  of  life  at  Geneva,  during  the 
sixteenth  century,  was  rather  less  than  5  years  ;  in  the  seven- 
teenth century,  11  years  ;  at  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth,  27 
years  ;  at  the  end  of  the  century,  32  years  ;  and  now  it  is  44 
years.  M.  Mallet  had  previously  shown  from  the  same  docu- 
ments, that  the  mean  duration  of  life  in  Geneva,  was  nearly  the 
double  of  that  reached  rather  more  than  two  centuries  before — 
the  ratio  being  as  40  years  5  months,  to  21  years  2  months. 

"  So  great  was  the  degradation,  filth  and  pollution  of  London, 
less  than  200  years  ago  (1GG5),  when  its  population  was  no 
larger  than  that  of  New  York  at  the  present  time,  that  besides 
twenty-eight  thousand  deaths  by  ordinary  diseases  in  one  year — 
that  is  one  in  twenty-four  of  the  population,  and  five  thousand 
more  than  in  New  York  last  year — there  were  also  sixty-eight 
thousand  deaths  by  the  plague.  The  proportionate  mortality  in 
London  now,  is  one  in  forty,  while  that  of  New  York  is  nearly 
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as  great  as  was  that  of  London  two  centuries  since,  being  one  in 
twenty-seven,  in  the  year  1857,  whereas  fifty  years  ago  it  was 
better  than  that  of  London  now,  viz.,  one  in  forty-six  Bnd  a 
half." 

Facts  of  a  similar  class  might  be  adduced,  which  would  fill  a 
volume.  But  it  can  only  be  generally  remarked,  that  what  is 
true  of  Paris,  Geneva  and  London,  is  equally  true  with  a  little 
modification,  of  other  continental  cities,  and  especially  of  the 
English.  There,  at  no  remote  date,  so  great  was  the  mortality 
in  large  towns,  that  their  population  was  chiefly  maintained  by 
immigration,  and  Dr.  Price  justly  designated  them  the  "  graves 
of  mankind."  But  the  health,  comfort,  and  longevity  of  the 
people,  have  uniformly  kept  pace  with  the  progress  of  sanitary 
regulations,  so  that  the  probable  duration  of  human  life  has 
nearly  doubled  within  the  last  two  centuries.  Such  have  been 
the  improvements  in  London,  in  respect  to  drainage,  sewerage, 
styles  of  architecture  and  general  hygiene,  that  though  it  pos- 
sesses not  a  tithe  of  our  natural  advantages  for  health,  yet  with 
a  population  of  nearly  two  and  a  half  millions,  it  "  is  now  un- 
questionably not  only  the  most  healthy  capital  in  Europe,  but 
on  the  score  of  salubrity,  is  scarcely  rivalled  by  any  city  in  the 
world." 

Thus  while  the  condition  of  London  and  New  York  is  re- 
versed, the  most  alarming  fact  in  respect  to  our  own  city  is, 
the  steady  decadence  of  public"  health  for  the  last  fifty  years, 
with  the  prospect  of  a  steady  increase  and  aggravation  of  the 
causes  of  disease,  without  any  adequate  efforts  for  their  eradica- 
tion. And  this  persistent  indifference  prevails  in  defiance  of  the 
clearly  established  fact,  that  the  great  excess  of  deaths  beyond 
the  normal  standard  of  salubrity,  is  chiefly  indigenous,  and  may 
be  generally  traced  to  local,  preventable,  and  removable  causes. 
The  amount  of  this  excess  of  deaths  is  truly  frightful.  Accord- 
ing to  the  estimates  of  Dr.  Griscom,  if  the  mortality  of  London 
bore  the  same  ratio  as  that  of  New  York  to  the  population,  it 
would  have  been  92,784,  in  place  of  56,786,  which  was  the 
actual  mortality — showing  a  saving  of  35,998  lives  over  the 
New  York  rate.  Keduce  the  death  rate  of  this  city  to  that  of 
Boston,  Providence,  or  Philadelphia — and  it  should  be  less  than 
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in  either  of  those  cities — and  there  would  be  an  annual  saving 
of  about  seven  thousand  human  lives.  Add  to  this  unnecessary 
sacrifice  of  life,  the  vast  amount  of  impaired  health,  sickness  and 
physical  debility,  occasioning,  as  has  been  computed,  a  yearly 
pecuniary  loss  to  the  community  of  more  than  thirteen  millions 
of  dollars, — also  the  incalculable  sufferings  and  calamities,  social, 
physical,  mental,  and  moral,  that  are  inseparable  from  this  de- 
praved condition  of  public  health,  and  how  overwhelming  is  the 
acrcrvecrate  !    What,  indeed,  can  be  said  of  all  this  needless  waste 
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of  life,  of  treasure,  of  moral  and  social  interests,  and  of  human 
comfort  and  .happiness,  when  the  means  for  their  prevention  or 
the  eradication  of  the  causes  exist,  and  are  within  our  reach  ? 
What  should  be  said  of  our  civilization,  of  our  Christianity,  our 
humanity  and  justice,  if  such  considerations  are  unheeded  ?  "  It 
is  under  these  circumstances,''  says  Dr.  Bell,  "  that  Hygeia  should 
be  invoked,  not  merely  as  the  handmaid  of  Medicine,  but  as  the 
potent  divinity  saving  her  tens  of  thousands  of  lives,  w^hile  the 
latter  can  only  hope  to  rescue  her  hundreds  after  incredible 
efforts  and  expense,  on  the  part  of  her  immediate  votaries." 

Immigration  has  been  urged  as  one  of  the  causes  of  excessive 
mortality  in  New  York.  It,  doubtless,  is  true  that  as  the  im- 
mense infli^x  of  foreigners  has  rapidly  augmented  our  population, 
there  has  been  more  than  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  ratio 
of  deaths,  occasioned  by  the  enfeebled  health  with  which  many 
arrive,  and  the  miserable  condition  in  which  those  who  remain  in 
the  city  afterwards  live.  But  more  should  not  be  attributed  to 
this  cause  than  justly  belongs  to  it.  An  examination  of  the 
following  table  which  includes  each  census  period,  with,  the  ratio 
of  mortality  to  the  population  for  the  last  fifty  years,  will  show 
that  there  was  a  steady  increase  in  the  ratio  of  deaths  in  the 
city,  exclusive  of  immigration,  which  until  1846-7,  did  not 
arrive  in  sufficient  numbers  to  perceptibly  affect  the  mortuary 
returns. 

Ratio  of  Deaths  to  the  Population  in  the  City  of  Xew  York. 


Years.  Deaths.  Population.  Ratio  of  deaths  to  population. 

1810  2,073  96,373  1  in  40-46 

1S15  2,405  100,619  1  in  41-S3 

1820  3,326  123,706  1  in  37'19 
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1825 
1830 
1835 
1840 
1845 
1850 
1854 
1855 
1856 
1857 


4,774 
5,198 
6,608 
7,868 
9,886 
15,377 
28,568 
23,042 
21,263 
23,1'  6 


166,086 
202,589 
270,089 
312,710 
371,223 
515,394 


629,810 


1  in  34-78 
1  in  38-97 
1  in  40-87 
1  in  39-74 
1  in  37-55 
1  in  33-52 
1  in  22-05 
1  in  27-33 
1  in  28-67 
1  in  27-15 


While  all  the  mortality  attributable  to  immigration  is  ad- 
mitted, that  cause  of  itself,  is  obviously  inadequate  to  produce 
the  above  recorded  results. 

There  are  the  same  probabilities  of  life  or  otherwise,  under  like 
circumstances,  to  immigrants  and  natives,  whether  residents  in 
the  city  or  country.  Nor  does  the  fact  that  the  debris  of  im- 
migration remains  in  the  city,  while  the  more  enterprising  find 
their  way  into  the  interior,  affect  the  issue.  If  the  poor  immi- 
grant on  his  debarkation  goes  directly  into  a  rural  district,  and 
adopts  the  healthful  habits  and  occupations  of  country  life,  he  is 
not  less  likely  to  live  than  a  native.  Let  the  native,  on  the  con- 
trary, exchange  the  pure  air  of  his  rural  home,  healthy  diet,  and 
invigorating  labor,  for  the  pent-up,  overcrowded  cellar,  court,  or 
garret  of  the  immigrant  in  the  city — reeking  with  filth  and  pes- 
tilential impurities — subsist  on  bad  food  and  noxious  drinks, 
amidst  corrupting  and  debasing  associations,  where  the  essential 
conditions  of  health  and  life  are  constantly  and  flagrantly  violat- 
ed— and  his  chances  of  health  and  longevity,  would  not  be  greater 
than  that  of  the  immigrant.  The  question  is  demonstrably  one, 
not  of  nativity,  nor  of  poverty,  but  of  condition.  The  low  sani- 
tary state  of  Liverpool,  as  in  New  York,  was  formerly  attributed 
to  the  large  floating  population,  chiefly  Irish,  which  was  supposed 
to  contribute  much  to  the  increased  mortality  and  low  average 
of  life  in  that  city.  But  Dr.  Playfair  exposed  the  fallacy  of  the 
conclusion,  and  showed  that  in  both  these  particulars,  they  have 
greatly  the  advantage  of  the  fixed  population.  Nor  is  the  exces- 
sive mortality  attributable  to  destitution  or  want,  for  in  that 
respect  they  have  decided  advantages  in  this  city  over  the  poor 
in  London,  for  example,  where  the  average  mortality  is  far  less. 
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There  is  comparatively  but  little  of  the  extreme  indigence  here 
that  is  found  in  that  metropolis,  and  this  statement  is  sustained 
by  official  facts.  The  Returns  of  the  Registrar  General,  as 
quoted  by  the  Rev.  G.  H.  McGill,  of  Christ  Church,  London, 
show  that  from  privation,  neglect,  and  cold,  the  following  mor- 
tality had  taken  place  in  that  city,  during  the  ten  years  ending 
the  31st  of  December,  1857,  viz.  : 

In  1848,   222  deaths.  In  1853,   358  deaths. 

"  1849,   235     "  "  1854,   386  " 

"  1850,   211     u  "  1855,   460  " 

"  1851,   292     "  "  1856,   414  " 

«  1852,   304     "  "  1857,   416  " 

Making  a  total  of  3,292  who  had  died  by  starvation  in  that 
period.  We  have  nothing  in  New  York  that  will  parallel  this, 
or  that  indicates  a  corresponding  degree  of  destitution.  But 
further  :  according  to  Dr.  John  McNulty,  who  has  closely  ana- 
lyzed our  City  Inspector's  Reports,  the  returns  of  mortality  and 
the  certificates  of  death,  which  show  the  place  of  birth,  the  age 
and  length  of  time  the  foreigners  who  die  have  been  in  the  coun- 
try, it  is  manifest,  that  of  the  deaths  in  the  city,  more  than  two- 
thirds  are  natives.  The  pith  and  burden  of  the  whole  matter  is, 
that  the  gre^it  mass  of  the  immigrant  poor  are  compelled  to  live 
in  tenements  that  are  unfit  for  human  beings,  and  under  circum- 
stances in  which  it  is  impossible  to  preserve  health  and  life.  The 
surprise,  therefore,  is  not  that  parents  and  children  prematurely 
die  and  swell  the  bills  of  mortality,  but  that  they  so  long  survive. 
And  these  facts  having  a  common  application  to  this  class  of  our 
tenant-house  population,  irrespective  of  country  or  color,  the 
high  ratio  of  mortality  is  not  justly  chargeable  to  immigration, 
nor  to  the  occupants  of  these  buildings,  but  to  our  wretched 
tenant-house  system,  defective  sewerage,  drainage,  and  ventila- 
tion, for  which  property-holders  and  the  government  are  respon- 
sible. 

As  a  mere  outline  of  the  various  causes  or  agencies  bearing 
on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city,  would  unduly  extend  this 
Report,  a  reference  to  a  few  important  particulars  not  heretofore 
so  fully  dwelt  upon  as  their  importance  demands,  is  all  that  will 
be  attempted. 
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I. — Infant  Mortality. 

Quite  a  sensation  was  created  in  France  by  the  revelations  of 
the  Census  of  1847,  which  showed  that  the  deaths  exceeded  the 
births,  and  that  the  population  was  actually  diminishing.  The 
savans  were  unwilling  to  attribute  this  decrease  to  any  deficiency 
of  prolific  power,  but  to  war,  bad  harvests,  the  grape  blight,  and 
the  disease  of  the  silk-worm,  each  being  supposed  to  have  a 
share  in  producing  this  dejecting  result.  But  without  the  opera- 
tion of  these  or  analogous  causes,  it  would  appear  that  such  is  the 
actual  condition  of  this  city  at  present ;  and  if  so,  without  immi- 
gration, it  would  at  no  very  remote  period,  become  depopulated. 
The  following  figures  are  from  the  latest  reports  of  the  City  In- 
spector on  the  subject,  that  could  be  obtained : 

Births  in  1855,   14,145  Deaths,   23,042 

"       1856,   16,199  «    21,658 

Total,   30,344  Total   44,700 

According  to  the  above  exhibit,  the  deaths  in  two  years  ex- 
ceeded the  births  by  14,356,  or  47  per  cent.  The  reports  of 
births  may  be  too  unreliable  for  correct  inductions ;  but  allowing  a 
wide  margin  for  conjectural  inaccuracies,  it  would  still  appear  that 
the  births  are  less  than  the  deaths,  and  that  destructive  agencies 
are  at  work,  which  society  should  combine  to  remove.  The  present 
condition  of  New  York  in  regard  to  infantile  mortality,  is  nearly 
what  London  was  one  hundred  years  ago.  A  report  of  the  latter 
says,  that  "  Between  the  years  1730  and  1750,  74  of  every  100 
children  born  in  London,  died  before  they  were  six  years  of  age. 
The  mortality  of  the  children  received  into  the  hospitals  was  of 
astonishing  amount.  Though  the  fact  seems  incredible,  there  is 
no  good  reason  to  doubt,  that  of  2,800  annually  received,  2,690, 
or  twenty-three  in  every  twenty-four,  died  before  they  were  a 
year  old.  At  length  it  was  seen  that  this  mortality  was  the  effect 
of  over-crowding,  impure  air  and  imperfect  aliment  ;  and  after  an 
Act  of  Parliament  had  been  procured  to  compel  the  officers  to 
send  the  infants  to  nurse  in  the  country,  only  450  out  of  2,800 
died  the  first  year."  The  foregoing  facts  are  not  more  remark- 
able than  the  changes  that  have  since  been  effected  in  diminish- 
ing the  causes  of  disease  and  of  infant  mortality  in  many  other 
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European  cities,  and  especially  in  that  great  sea  of  humanity, 
London,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  recent  statistics.  The 
registered  births  in  that  city  during  the  year  1858,  amounted  to 
88,620,  the  deaths  to  63,882  ;  increase  of  births  over  deaths, 
24,738,  or  38  per  cent, 

Reference  thus  far  has  only  been  made  to  the  relative  number 
of  births  and  deaths.  It  is  now  proposed  to  show  the  number  of 
deaths  under  five  years  to  the  total  mortality.  Not  having 
space  for  the  tables,  it  may  suffice  to  present  the  results.  For 
the  fifty  years  between  1804  and  1853  inclusive,  the  whole 
number  of  deaths  in  the  city  of  all  ages,  was  363,242,  of  which 
176,103,  or  nearly  half,  were  children  under  five  years.  But  in 
late  years,  there  has  been  an  alarming  increase  in  the  ratio  of 
infant  mortality.  In  1843,  the  deaths  under  five  were  but 
4,588  ;  in  1853,  they  amounted  to  12,963,  showing  the  appal- 
ling increase  of  8,375  within  ten  years,  which  was  far  beyond  the 
proportional  increase  of  the  population.  In  later  years,  as  shown  by 
the  subjoined  exhibit,  the  aggregate  infantile  mortalit}^  includ- 
ing still-born  and  premature  births,  has  been  in  still  greater  ratio  : 


Deaths 

Under  Five  Years. 

Over  Five  Years. 

Total  Mortality. 

1854,  

  15,673 

12,895 

28.568* 

1855,  

  14,063 

8,879 

23,942 

1856,  

  13,373 

8,285 

21,658 

43,109 

30,059 

74,168 

It  thus  appears,  that  the  total  mortality  of  all  ages  in  three 
years,  was  74,268,  of  which  43,109,  or  more  than  fifty-eight  per 
cent,  were  of  children  under  five  years  of  age.  It  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  the  mortality  of  children  under  one  year,  is  greater 
than  that  occurring  between  one  and  five  years  ;  and  the  num- 
ber who  die  under  two  years  of  age,  is  nearly  as  four  to  one  that 
die  under  the  age  of  five  years.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  the 
number  of  children  who  die  under  five  years,  is  greater  than  the 
whole  mortality  between  five  and  sixty  years  of  age.  Whatever 
may  be  the  causes  that  produce  this  fearful  waste  of  infant  life, 
the  facts  themselves  are  incontestable,  and  without  a  parallel,  it 
is  believed,  in  the  civilized  world. 


•  This  number  includes  2,509  deaths  by  cholera. 
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As  an  attempt  to  point  out  all  the  various  causes  of  this  ter- 
rible destruction  of  infantile  life,  would  not  fall  within  the  design 
of  this  Keport,  a  few  only  of  the  more  prominent  will  here  be 
summarily  indicated. 

(1.)  The  life  of  young  infants  greatly  depends  upon  the  con- 
dition, circumstances,  and  health  of  the  parents  ;  hence  the 
pathological  and  demoralizing  agencies  extensively  operating  upon 
parents,  are  prolific  causes  of  early  death  in  their  offspring  ;  and 
whatever  tends  to  improve  the  condition  of  parents  in  these 
respects,  will  consequently  diminish  the  amount  of  infant 
mortality. 

(2.)  "  The  true  criterion  and  best  index  of  atmospheric  impurity 
in  any  city  or  other  locality,  is  manifested  in  young  children,  whose 
greater  susceptibility  to  morbid  causes,  by  reason  of  their  greater 
delicacy  of  structure,  renders  them  the  earliest  victims  of  atmo- 
spheric poisons.  Hence  the  fearful  aggregate  of  infant  mortality 
in  New  York  which  authentic  statistics  disclose,  is  at  once  the 
fruit  and  the  proof  of  the  contaminated  air  they  breathe,  in  the 
wretched  habitations  of  the  poor,  whose  confined  and  ill-ventilat- 
ed apartments  render  healthy  respiration  impossible. 

(3.)  Infant  mortality  in  large  cities,  in  a  great  multitude  of 
cases  which  no  man  can  number,  is  caused  by  impure  and 
adulterated  milk,  and  other  unwholesome  articles  of  food.  Dis- 
tilleries in  and  near  large  cities  would  be  an  intolerable  nuisance 
and  curse,  apart  from  the  mischiefs  of  their  manufacture  of 
alcoholic  drinks,  in  view  of  the  single  fact,  that  wherever  they 
exist,  their  slops  will  furnish  the  cheapest  food  for  cows,  the  milk 
from  which  is  more  pernicious  and  fatal  to  infant  health  and  life, 
than  alcohol  itself  to  adults,  inasmuch  as  it  poisons  the  very 
fountains  of  life."  * 

There  are  numerous  other  causes  more  or  less  fatal  to  infant 
life,  which  for  want  of  space  cannot  here  be  particularized.  It  may 
be  generally  remarked,  in  regard  to  the  sources  of  infantile  dis- 
eases, that  while  some  have  a  physiological  and  moral  origin  con- 
nected with  parents,  and  are  reached  with  greater  difficulty  than 
others,  but  few  are  necessary  results  ;  and  that  all  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent,  may  be  prevented,  removed  or  mitigated.    This  is 

*  See  an  able  Report  on  Infant  Mortality,  by  D.  Merideth  Reese,  M.  D.  LL.D. 
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shown  by  the  nature  of  the  evils  in  question,  and  by  the  example 
of  other  cities,  where  under  proper  surveillance  and  the  instru- 
mentality of  public  and  private  hygiene,  hecatombs  of  innocent 
victims  have  been  saved,  and  a  higher  standard  of  infant  viability 
secured. 

II: — Defective  Dwellings. 

After  all  that  has  been  said  and  written  on  the  evils  of  our 
tenement  system,  if  an  apology  is  necessary  for  again  referring  to 
the  subject,  it  is  found  in  the  fact,  that  in  late  years,  not  one 
radical  improvement  has  been  effected,  or  even  attempted.  As 
long,  therefore,  as  this  pregnant  source  of  disease  and  demoral- 
ization is  allowed  to  exist,  and  make  its  fearful  ravages  on  the 
health,  life  and  morals  of  the  laboring  population,  the  Board 
would  be  unfaithful  to  its  trust  in  its  relations  to  the  poor,  if  it 
failed  to  utter  its  remonstrance.  Though  the  subject  has  often 
been  commented  on  in  these  Ee ports,  and  also  by  the  press,  by 
legislative  committees,  and  the  friends  of  humanity  in  this  and 
other  cities,  it  still  appears  to  be  very  imperfectly  understood, 
and  consequently  receives  much  less  attention  than  its  impor- 
tance demands.  With  the  earnest  desire,  therefore,  of  awakening 
an  interest  wiiich  will  unite  the  people  and  the  public  authorities 
in  efficient  measures  for  the  mitigation  and  removal  of  the  evils 
in  question,  the  subject  is  again  presented. 

In  the  construction  of  many  of  these  buildings,  almost  every 
requisite  for  the  health,  comfort,  and  morals  of  the  occupants, 
has  been  sacrificed  to  the  neglect,  the  indifference  or  cupidity  of 
property-holders.  Such  tenements  are  generally  contracted, 
dark,  ill-ventilated  dens,  in  narrow  alleys,  filthy  courts,  and 
damp  cellars,  amidst  the  deleterious  exhalations  of  cesspools,  and 
putrid  fermentations  of  refuse  matter,  in  which  it  is  impossible 
to  preserve  health,  life,  or  common  decency.  Such  are  many  of 
these  habitations,  internally  and  externally,  that  they  are  at 
once  the  festering  hot-beds  of  disease  and  of  vice,  for  it  is  the 
uniform  testimony  of  distinguished  sanitarians  and  moralists  in 
our  own  and  foreign  cities,  that  diseases  and  crime  are  often  the 
indigenous  productions  of  the  same  localities.  Both  health  and 
morals  consequently  suffer  from  these  causes  to  an  extent,  that 
renders  all  mere  moral  appliances  for  the  elevation  and  social 
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improvement  of  this  class  of  our  population,  almost  nugatory. 
To  place  them,  therefore,  in  a  better  condition,  should  at  once 
command  the  science  and  resources  of  the  sanitarian,  aed  the 
earnest  efforts  of  the  statesman  and  philanthropist. 

The  defects  of  these  habitations  are  greatly  aggravated  by 
over-crowding.  There  are  limits  beyond  which  the  population 
cannot  be  condensed  with  safety  to  public  health  and  morals  ; 
and  these  limits  have  been  so  clearly  defined  by  observation  and 
science,  that  no  plea  for  their  continued  violation  should  be  admit- 
ted. And  yet,  in  utter  disregard  of  those  normal  principles, 
which  in  order  to  preserve  vigor  and  life  require  not  only  an 
ample  supply  of  pure  air  and  light,  but  also  an  adequate  area 
of  soil  to  each  occupant,  there  is,  if  the  expression  may  be  allow- 
ed, more  than  a  double  condensation  of  the  population  in  many 
parts  of  the  city.  Land  is  costly — the  demand  for  tenements 
.great — the  worst  localities,  because  the  cheapest,  are  chosen — and 
buildings  are  put  up  for  the  owner's  profit,  irrespective  of  every 
other  consideration.  Attracted  by  comparatively  low  rents,  the 
poor  crowd  these  houses  almost  to  suffocation,  without  a  thought 
of  their  unhealthiness,  or  of  their  own  peril.  Of  the  laboring 
classes  who  may  be  supposed  to  be  ignorant  of  the  science  of 
common  life,  scarce  any  thing  more  rational  could  be  expected  : 
nor  yet  of  many  builders,  speculators,  and  property-holders,  into 
whose  pecuniary  estimates  and  selfish  policy,  philanthropy,  hu- 
manity, and  considerations  of  public  benefit,  too  seldom  enter. 
But  should  not  something  enlightened,  humane  and  definite  be 
expected  of  our  State  and  City  Governments,  that  are  instituted 
to  protect  and  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  people  ?  Sanitary 
legislation  has  established  stringent  regulations  against  the  sale 
of  unwholesome  food,  for  the  removal  of  nuisances  and  household 
impurities — also  for  paving,  sewerage,  and  the  carrying  out  of 
various  measures  to  promote  public  health.  But  on  this  im- 
mensely important  subject  of  domiciliary  construction,  ventila- 
tion, and  space,  involving  the  physical,  and  incidentally,  the 
moral  well-being  of  hundreds  of  thousands  in  this  city,  who  can- 
not themselves  remove  the  evils  they  suffer,  and  which  if  left  to 
individual  caprice  or  cupidity,  will  probably  never  be  corrected 
— the  law,  though  repeatedly  evoked,  has  not  yet  interposed  its 
authority  for  the  protection  of  the  people. 
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The  density  of  the  population  in  the  City  of  New  York,  com- 
pares unfavorably  with  most  other  large  cities.  According  to  the 
census  of  1855,  the  population  of  the  city  numbered  629,830, 
and  the  dwellings,  42,668,  or  an  average  of  14.7  persons  to  a 
dwelling.  In  Albany,  the  same  year,  it  was  8.9  ;  in  Boston, 
including  Chelsea,  a  suburb,  in  1850.  it  was  9.3  ;  in  Philadelphia, 
6.5  ;  in  Baltimore,  7  ;  and  in  the  whole  of  the  United  States, 
14  out  of  15  of  all  the  dwellings,  were  each  occupied  on  the 
average  by  a  single  family.  Extending  our  inquiries  abroad,  we 
also  find  that  New  York  suffers  in  this  respect  by  comparison 
with  foreign  cities.  In  London,  in  1851,  it  was  7.5  ;  in  Liver- 
pool, 6.9  ;  in  Manchester,  5.7  ;  in  Edinburgh,  6  ;  and  in  the 
whole  of  England,  5.4.  It  thus  appears  that  the  average  num- 
ber of  persons  to  each  dwelling  in  this  city,  is  double  that  in 
London,  Liverpool,  Edinburgh,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  and 
nearly  treble  that  of  Manchester  and  some  other  important  cities. 

The  following  table  of  the  population  of  the  city  by  wards, 
number  of  dwellings,  average  number  of  persons,  and  the  number 
and  ratio  of  deaths  in  each  ward,  will  be  found,  it  is  believed, 
suggestive  and  interesting : 


Wards. 

Populaflun. 

Dwellings.      Average  Persons 
in  each. 

Deaths,  1857. 

Ratio  of  Deaths. 

1 

13,4S6 

6G0 

20.43 

614 

1  in  21.96 

2 

3,249 

256 

12.69 

150 

1  in  21. G6 

3 

7,909 

419 

18.87 

279 

1  in  28.74 

4 

22,895 

1,162 

19.7 

712 

1  in  32.15 

5 

21,617 

1,620 

13.34 

953 

1  in  22.68 

6 

25,562 

1,133 

22.55 

855 

1  in  29.89 

7 

34,442 

2,104 

16.36 

1,229 

1  in  28.02 

8 

34,052 

2,560 

13.3 

1,014 

1  in  33.58 

9 

39,982 

3,339 

11.97 

962 

1  in  41.50  ■ 

10 

26,378 

1,713 

15.39 

871 

1  in  30.28 

52,979 

2,454 

21.58 

1,447 

1  in  36.61 

12 

17.656 

1,700 

10.38 

1,022 

1  in  17.27 

13 

26,597 

1,652 

16.09 

1,189 

1  in  22.36 

14 

24,754 

1,4G7 

16.87 

1,029 

1  in  24.05 

15 

24,046 

2,268 

10.6 

345 

1  in  69.69 

16 

39,833 

2,938 

13.55 

1,225 

1  in  32.51 

17 

59,548 

3,340 

17.82 

1,998 

1  in  29.08 

18 

39,415 

2,599 

15.16 

1,246 

1  in  31.03 

19 

17,866 

1,651 

10.82 

1,289 

1  in  13.86 

20 

47,055 

3,250 

14.47 

1,918 

1  in  24.53 

21 

27,914 

1,968 

14.18 

1,778 

1  in  15.69  # 

22 

22,605 

2,355 

9.59 

1,208 

1  in  18.71 

629,  S30 

42,668 

23.333 
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To  those  unacquainted  with  the  locality  and  condition  of  the 
several  wards,  a  word  of  explanation  may  be  useful. 

Grouping  the  wards  of  the  city  into  four  classes,  according  to 
the  ratio  of  deaths  indicated  in  the  table,  the  Twelfth,  Nine- 
teenth, Twenty-First  and  Twenty-Second  Wards,  showing  the 
largest  comparative  mortality,  may  be  included  in  the  first  class. 
These  wards,  it  will  be  remembered,  are  the  suburban  portions 
of  the  city.  It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  in  the  mortuary  returns 
of  the  two  former  wards,  are  included  the  deaths  in  the  public 
institutions  on  Blackwell's,  Ward's  and  Randall's  Islands  ;  and 
that  portions  of  the  two  latter  wards  abound  with  "  squatter 
population,"  swine  styes,  bone-boiling  establishments,  masses  of 
filth  and  putrid  pools,  consequent  on  the  interception  of  the 
natural  water  courses,  which  are  sufficient  causes  for  the  exces- 
sive mortality. 

In  the  Second  Class,  ranking  next  to  the  lowest  in  salubrity, 
are  the  First,  Second,  Fifth,  Thirteenth, Fourteenth  and  Twentieth 
Wards.  All  these,  according  to  the  table,  fall  below  the  average 
standard  of  health  in  the  city.  It  is  proper  to  say,  that  in  the 
Fifth  Ward  returns,  are  included  the  deaths  at  the  New  York 
Hospital,  amounting  to  about  33  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number, 
which,  if  deducted,  as  they  should  be,  would  place  it  among  the 
comparatively  healthy  wards.  In  the  remaining  wards  of  this 
group,  there  is  nothing  in  their  position  that  should  render  them 
less  healthy  than  the  average.  The  First  Ward  being  situated 
on  the  extreme  point  of  the  Island,  washed  on  three  sides  by 
the  ocean,  and  open  to  sea  and  land  breezes,  it  possesses  very 
superior  advantages  for  salubrity.  The  area  is  not  too  contract- 
ed for  the  number  of  residents  ;  but,  being  a  commercial  mart, 
it  is  chiefly  occupied  by  places  of  business.  The  fixed  and  floating 
population,  mostly  of  foreign  birth,  are  densely  packed  into  miser- 
able tenements,  in  cellars,  courts,  alleys,  and  garrets,  on  the  western 
side  of  the  ward,  amidst  abounding  filth  and  atmospheric  impuri- 
ties ;  and  hence,  in  connection  with  other  morbific  influences, 
the  causes  of  the  great  mortality.  With  some  modification,  the 
same  remarks  apply  to  the  Second  Ward.  The  position  of  the 
Thirteenth  and  Fourteenth  Wards,  for  health,  are  unsurpassed 
by  others  to  which  they  are  in  direct  proximity,  and  where  there 
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is  a  far  less  percentage  of  mortality.  The  greater  death  rate, 
therefore,  is  chargeable  to  the  crowded  and  filthy  condition  of 
many  of  the  inhabitants,  not  less  than  to  their  habits,  which  are 
often  predisposing  causes  to  disease. 

The  Third  Class,  embracing  those  wards  in  which  the  health, 
as  indicated  by  statistics,  is  above  the  general  average,  are  the 
Third,  Fourth,  Sixth,  Seventh,  Eighth,  Tenth,  Eleventh,  Six- 
teenth, Seventeenth  and  Eighteenth  Wards.  There  is  certainly 
nothing  in  their  location,  which  gives  them  any  advantage,  in 
point  of  salubrity,  over  those  already  considered ;  and,  whether 
any  satisfactory  explanation  can  be  made  for  the  disparity  or  not, 
it  demonstrably  exists,  and  is  not  owing  to  position.  The  Sixth 
Ward,  for  example,  topographically  regarded,  lays  mostly  in  a 
basin  in  which  was  the  Old  Collect  Pond,  a  large  body  of  water 
seventy  feet  deep,  where  Fitch  launched  his  first  steamboat. 
This  pond  lay  in  the  centre  of  the  Ward,  and  found  an  outlet, 
through  what  is  now  Centre  and  Canal  streets,  to  the  Hudson 
Kiver.  It  has  long  been  filled  up,  and  yet  the  ward  has  ever 
had  rather  an  unenviable  notoriety  for  atmospheric  impurity  and 
endemic  disease.  But,  in  late  years,  it  appears  to  have  improved 
in  salubrity.  Among  the  causes  contributing  to  this  result,  may  be 
mentioned  tl*e  excellent  charitable  institutions,  now  occupying  the 
once  notorious  "  Five  Points,"  which,  with  faithful  missionary 
labor,  have  done  much  for  its  social  and  moral  renovation.  But 
the  Eleventh  Ward  presents  a  case  so  anomalous,  as  almost  to 
bring  in  question  the  accuracy  of  the  statistics.  Jts  locality  is 
depressed,  being  mostly  a  recovered  morass  ;  it  exceeds  in  popu- 
lation every  other  ward  save  one,  and  is  more  densely  crowded 
than  any  other.  Yet,  under  these  manifest  disadvantages,  for 
reasons  not  very  apparent,  there  are  but  two  healthier  wards  in  the 
city.  In  most  of  the  other  wards  of  this  class,  there  are  appre- 
ciable causes  in  the  domiciliary  condition  and  habits  of  the 
people,  which  satisfactorily  account  for  their  relative  salubrity. 
Thus,  the  Eighth  Ward  compared  with  the  Fourteenth,  and 
the  Tenth  with  the  Thirteenth,  have  distinctly  marked  charac- 
teristics, which  explain  the  difference  in  their  mortuary  returns, 
though  in  position  they  are  contiguous.  All  the  other  wards  in 
this  group  admit  of  a  similar  explanation,  excepting  the  Eleventh. 
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The  Fourth  Class  comprises  the  two  remaining  wards,  the 
Ninth  and  Fifteenth,  one  of  which  presents  another  almost 
irreconcilable  statistical  difficulty.  If  the  superior  health  in 
the  Ninth  Ward  finds  a  ready  solution  in  the  better  condition 
and  circumstances  of  the  population,  while  the  same  reasons,  for 
a  like  result,  apply  with  still  greater  force  to  the  Fifteenth  Ward, 
they  still  appear  insufficient  to  account  for  the  very  extraordi- 
nary degree  of  health  and  longevity,  which,  according  to  the 
City  Inspector's  Report,  is  peculiarly  possessed  by  that  highly 
favored  locality.  Leaving  out  of  view  the  wards  comprised  in 
the  first  class,  there  are  more  than  three  deaths  in  the  second 
class  of  wards,  and  more  than  two  deaths  in  the  third  class,  to 
one  in  the  Fifteenth  Ward.  In  other  wards,  the  ratio  of  deaths 
in  ten  of  the  most  healthy  wards,  is  more  than  two  to  one  in  the 
Fifteenth,  and,  compared  with  the  remaining  wards,  more  than 
three  to  one.  If  the  remainder  of  the  city  was  as  healthy  as  the 
Fifteenth  Ward,  there  would  be  an  annual  saving  of  more  than 
fourteen  thousand  lives,  or  about  sixty-one  per  cent.  The 
figures,  it  is  true,  indicate  a  higher  degree  of  health  in  this  ward, 
than  is  possessed  by  the  population  of  any  city  on  record. 
Statistics,  however,  being  the  ultimate  expression  of  general 
truths,  though  their  entire  accuracy  may  be  questioned,  they 
cannot  be  safely  superseded  as  a  guide  by  mere  hypothetical 
assumptions.  Without  attempting,  therefore,  to  explain  or 
reconcile  seeming  discrepancies,  there  is  sufficient  that  is  unques- 
tionable, to  afford  a  reliable  data  for  sound  inductions. 

Other  things  being  equal,  it  is  invariably  found  that  the 
more  dense  and  crowded  the  population  beyond  certain  limits 
which  science  practically  defines,  the  greater  the  amount  of 
sickness  and  mortality,  et  vice  versa.  Sanitarians  concede  that 
the  City  of  New  York,  from  its  position  and  climatic  advantages, 
should  be  one  of  the  most  healthy  in  the  world  ;  and  such  it 
would,  but  for  the  toleration  of  preventable  and  removable 
causes  of  disease,  and  such  it  is  proved  to  be  in  various  sections 
of  the  city  where  these  morbific  influences  are  not  allowed  to 
exist.  No  other  entire  ward  so  strikingly  illustrates  this  fact  as 
the  Fifteenth,  for  in  no  other  are  the  essential  conditions  of 
health  and  life  so  nearly  fulfilled.    Its  advantages  for  health, 
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however,  are  not  owing  to  situation,  but  to  improvement,  and  to 
the  right  adaptation  of  internal  and  external  circumstances,  in 
their  various  combinations,  to  the  social,  moral  and  physical 
wants  of  rational  civilization.  Being  mainly  appropriated  to 
residences  for  the  wealthy,  it  is  mostly  built  up  with  elegant  and 
commodious  houses,  which  are  not  overcrowded  with  inmates. 
Domiciliary  cleanliness  is,  of  course,  observed,  impurities  removed, 
ventilation  secured,  and  hence  a  higher  standard  of  health  and 
diminished  mortality.  The  average  number  of  persons  to  a 
dwelling  is  but  10.6,  and  its  tenement  population  number  2,999, 
being,  in  both  particulars,  the  minimum  in  the  city.  The  Ninth 
Ward,  which  ranks  next  in  salubrity,  is  also  the  next  lowest  in  the 
average  of  persons  to  a  dwelling,  the  number  being  11.64. 
Passing  the  Eleventh,  the  third  lowest  in  mortality  is  the  Eighth 
Ward,  where  the  average  occupants  to  a  dwelling,  are  also  third 
in  the  scale,  being  13.3.  And  thus  it  is  in  the  Sixteenth  Ward, 
where  the  average  is  13.21  :  the  Eighteenth,  where  it  is  15.16  ; 
and  the  Tenth,  where  it  is  15.39,  follow  the  same  rule.  Cceteris 
paribus,  the  mortality  appears  to  be  graduated  by  the  average 
number  of  persons,  above  certain  limits,  to  a  dwelling,  and  to 
be  governed  by  an  established  law — the  more  dense  the  crowding, 
the  greater  the  ratio  of  mortality. 

To  give  greater  clearness  and  force  to  the  foregoing  statement, 
a  repetition  may  be  allowed.  It  is  a  settled  law,  that  the  num- 
ber of  persons  on  a  given  area  of  soil  cannot  be  increased  above 
a  certain  limit,  without  endangering  health.  If,  for  illustration, 
a  one-story  dwelling  25  by  40  feet  may  safely  accommodate  ten 
persons,  another  ten  cannot  occupy  a  second  story  over  the  same 
ground  with  impunity,  nor  without  risk  to  the  health  of  those 
in  the  first  story  ;  and  as  the  air  vitiated  by  respiration  ascends, 
if  a  third,  a  fourth  or  fifth  story  is  added  and  occupied,  as  is  com- 
mon, especially  in  tenant  houses,  the  danger  to  all  is  increased 
in  a  fearful  ratio.  In  proof  of  this,  the  following  facts,  out  of 
many,  may  be  stated.  Of  15  men  who  were  employed  on  a 
second  floor,  only  four  made  any  complaint  of  illness  ;  of  17 
employed  in  precisely  the  same  way,  on  the  third  and  uppermost 
floor,  3  had  spitting  of  blood,  2  had  affections  of  the  lungs,  and 
5  constant  and  severe  colds.    In  other  words,  ten  of  these  suffer- 
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ed  from  diseases  affecting  the  chest,  while  only  one  in  the  room 
below  had  a  disease  of  this  nature.  In  another  room  similarly 
constructed,  the  health  of  but  four  out  of  20  in  the  lower  room 
was  injuriously  affected,  while  ten  out  of  20  in  the  upper  room 
were  diseased.  It  is  not,  therefore,  the  number  of  cubic  feet  of 
air  which  determines  the  healthfulness  of  a  residence  for  a  given 
number  of  persons,  though  that  must  not  be  overlooked  ;  the 
superficial  feet  of  earth  they  may  cover,  is  an  essential  considera- 
tion. Yet  it  is  by  the  utter  disregard  of  this  law  in  the  con- 
struction of  houses,  so  as  to  get  the  greatest  possible  return  for 
the  smallest  possible  outlay,  that  the  comfort,  health,  life  and 
morals  of  thousands  are  sacrificed. 

The  effect  of  crowding  in  London  appears  from  the  follow- 
ing table,  which  shows  the  relative  mortality  and  the  number  of 
square  yards  to  each  person,  in  three  groups  of  metropolitan 
districts. 

Square  yards  to  Annual  Mortality  from 

each  person.  Mortality.  Typhus  alone. 

1st  Group  of  ten  Districts        35  3,428  349 

2d     "  "  119  2,786  181 

3d     "  "  180  2,289  131 

Examples  of  the  connection  of  overcrowding  with  the  develop- 
ment of  typhus,  scarlatina,  and  cholera  are  numerous.  Some 
striking  cases  of  this  nature  are  recorded  by  Mr.  Cox,  in  the 
Sanitary  Review,  April,  1858,  as  quoted  by  Dr.  Bell  of  Phila- 
delphia. Within  the  limits  of  two  streets  in  the  village  of 
Bromley,  fifty-three  cases  of  fever  occurred.  The  disease  did  not 
extend  to  the  rest  of  the  village,  neither  did  it  break  out  elsewhere 
in  the  district.  The  evident  cause  of  this  local  fever  and  its 
mortality  was  the  (i  awful "  overcrowding.  Each  house  consisted 
of  four  rooms,  about  twelve  feet  square.  "  An  entire  family 
lived  and  slept  in  each  apartment.  In  one,  Mr.  Cox  counted 
seven  human  beings,  who  occupied  the  same  filthy  couch — a 
father,  mother,  three  adult  daughters,  and  two  young  children." 
It  is  unnecessary  to  say,  that  the  rooms  were  indescribably  foul, 
fetid,  close  and  disgusting.  "  In  the  above  instances/'  continues 
Mr.  Cox,  "  we  have  no  hesitation  in  ascribing  the  concentration 
and  severity  of  the  fever  poison  (if  not  indeed  its  actual  develop- 
ment) to  the  vitiated  atmosphere  produced  by  overcrowding/' 
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Dr.  Duncan,  of  Liverpool,  described,  some  years  ago,  a  filthy  pent- 
up  court,  one  of  the  thousands  in  that  city,  with  an  area  of  only 
150  square  yards,  occupied  by  118  inhabitants,  or  about  1J  yard 
to  each.  This  average  breathing  room  is  only  one-half  what  it 
ought  to  be  at  night.  In  this  locality  fifty  cases  of  fever,  or 
nearly  one-half  of  the  population,  were  attended  by  the  Dispen- 
sary in  a  single  year.  Some  of  the  most  frightful  ravages  of 
cholera  on  record  were  owing  to  the  direct  pulmonary  poisoning 
by  impure  air  and  animal  effluvia,  accumulated  for  want  of 
suitable  ventilation.  Examples  of  this  nature  have  been  fur- 
nished in  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world. 

Subjoined  are  extracts,  bearing  on  the  subject  under  consider- 
ation, from  the  testimony  of  several  distinguished  physicians, 
before  a  "  Select  Committee  of  the  Senate,  appointed  to  investi- 
gate the  Health  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York,  Feb. 
3d,  1859." 

Dr.  Joseph  M.  Smith,  after  giving  many  instructive  details, 
says  :  "  If  the  question  be  asked,  How  enlarging  space  can 
promote  health,  and  contracting  it,  increase  mortality  ?  I  would 
reply  that  it  does  so  in  two  or  three  ways.  First,  by  shutting 
out  the  light ;  second,  by  lessening  the  amount  of  pure  air  ; 
third,  by  tk«  offensive  exhalations  from  the  human  body,  long 
confined  in  the  same  apartment ;  and  those  three  together  will 
generate  typhus  pestilence  anywhere,  whether  in  a  house,  a  jail, 
or  on  shipboard.  The  quantity  of  effete  matter  discharged  or 
eliminated  from  the  human  body  by  a  given  number  of  persons 
in  a  given  time,  may  be  ascertained  with  great  precision  ;  and 
hence  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  extreme  danger  of  crowding 
persons  together,  almost  without  light,  and  without  ventilation/' 

Dr.  Samuel  Rotton,  in  his  testimony,  remarks  that,  "  The 
chief  reasons  for  the  mortality  of  New  York  are,  that  a  great 
number  of  the  inhabitants  live  with  the  smallest  amount  of  air 
that  is  necessary  to  keep  life  in  them,  and  the  smallest  possible 
quantity  of  light  with  which  they  can  possibly  see  and  get  along  ; 
and  these  causes  have  been  proven  to  produce  much  greater 
mortality  than  bad  food  or  bad  clothing  ;  because  people  who 
have  lived  in  the  same,  with  the  same  food  and  clothing  in 
better  localities,  have  been  seventy-five  per  cent,  better  with 
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regard  to  mortality,  than  those  who  lived  in  cellars,  and  other 
dark,  unventilated,  miserable  places." 

Dr.  Isaac  Wood,  after  affirming  his  belief  that  the  absence  of 
ventilation,  the  filthy  condition  of  the  streets,  and  the  uncleanly 
habits  of  many  of  the  people  tended  to  produce  pestilence,  says  : 
"  Buildings  are  erected  over  whole  blocks,  so  that  no  free  passages 
for  air  are  left.  Then,  again,  sleeping  in  rooms  badly  ventilated 
— a  number  of  families  in  one  room,  when  there  is  no  channel 
through  which  the  air  can  pass,  but  the  door — under  such  circum- 
stances, disease  is  a  necessary  consequence.  The  practice,  also,  of 
occupying  underground  tenements  is  very  injurious  to  health  ;  no 
person  should  live  underground,  until  he  goes  to'his  last  resting- 
place." 

Dr.  D.  Meredith  Keese  specified,  among  other  causes  of  the 
great  mortality  in  the  City  of  New  York,  the  "  Innumerable 
tenant  houses,  with  one  or  more  families  in  every  room,  often 
numbering  two  and  even  three  hundred  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren ;  all  of  whoin  eat,  sleep,  and  cook  in  their  respective  apart- 
ments, of  some  12  or  15  feet  square,  including  garrets  and  cellars. 
In  very  many  of  these  houses,  covering  the  entire  lots,  access  to 
the  air,  or  its  free  circulation,  is  a  physical  impossibility  ;  the 
morbid  exhalations  from  so  many,  to  say  nothing  of  the  abound- 
ing filth  and  accumulating  odors,  inevitable  under  such  circum- 
stances, render  the  atmosphere  analogous  to  an  uncleaned  sewer, 
which  receives  the  offal,  refuse  and  excrement  of  a  neighbor- 
hood." 

Dr.  Elisha  Harris,  in  presenting  a  very  comprehensive  view 
of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city,  and  of  the  causes  bearing 
on  public  health,  remarks  :  "  There  is  such  a  variety  of  faults  in 
the  tenements  for  the  laboring  and  poor  population  of  New  York, 
that  it  would  require  almost  a  volume  to  describe  them,  and  much 
more  to  describe  the  places  and  their  inhabitants.  These  are  the 
favorite  haunts  for  all  forms  of  diseases  that  endanger  public 
health  ;  small-pox  and  all  the  eruptive  diseases  not  only  are  present 
in  the  city,  and  always  making  their  places  of  election  in  such 
localities  ;  but,  whenever  an  exotic  disease  becomes  epidemic  in 
New  York,  it  is  sure  to  find,  in  those  localities,  the  soil  and  cir- 
cumstances favorable  to  its  development  into  an  epidemic — such 
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diseases  as  fevers,  erysipelas,  and  all  contagious  or  infectious 
maladies,  and  those  that  most  endanger  the  health  of  the  com- 
munity ;  and  they  are  superinduced  by  the  general  contamination 
of  the  air."  * 

The  observations  under  this  head  having  already  been  unduly 
extended,  though  much  relevant  and  important  matter  has  been 
omitted,  it  may  be  generally  remarked  that  the  highest  authori- 
ties on  the  subject  concur  in  the  opinion  that  no  natural  causes 
exist  for  the  present  high  rate  of  mortality  in  New  York.  That 
this  opinion  is  sound,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  where  no  ad- 
ventitious counteracting  agencies  exist,  a  high  degree  of  health 
prevails.  And  this  fact  is  not  topical  in  its  application,  but  in- 
cludes the  whole  city.  If  the  average  health,  in  some  portions, 
is  lower  than  in  others,  it  is  not  owing  to  natural  and  unavoid- 
able causes,  but  mainly  to  those  that  are  superinduced.  While 
there  is  scarcely  a  ward  that  does  not  afford  both  proof  and  illus- 
tration of  this  fact — the  Sixteenth,  Seventeenth,  Eighteenth  and 
Twentieth,  may  furnish,  perhaps,  the  most  marked  examples  of 
being  at  once  extremely  healthy  and  unhealthy — not  as  affected 
by  locality  or  natural  causes,  but  by  controlable  conditions  and 
circumstances.  It  follows,  that  if  the  essential  requisites  of  health 
and  life  possessed  by  a  part  were  extended  to  the  whole  popula- 
tion— as  this  might  and  should  eventually  be — it  is  not  too  much 
to  affirm,  that  the  average  duration  of  life  would  be  doubled,  and 
the  standard  of  health  in  New  York  exceed  that  of  any  other 
modern  city. 

III. — Cellar  Eesidences. 

Underground  tenements  are  a  class  of  dwellings  that  merit 
distinct  notice  ;  but  space  will  only  allow,  in  regard  to  them,  a 
few  general  remarks. 

*  Corroborative  testimony,  of  a  most  valuable  and  interesting  character, 
unavoidably  omitted  for  want  of  space,  was  also  given  before  the  Health 
Committee,  by  Doctors  J.  II.  Griscom,  A.  C.  Post,  S.  Bachelder,  J.  L.  Phelps, 
W.  D.  Bibbins,  W.  Rockwell,  J.  Pv.  Wood,  J.  Watson,  J.  W.  Francis,  A.  II. 
Stevens,  II.  D.  Buckley,  H.  Green,  D.  B.  Reid,  and  R.  S.  Kissam ;  and  by  Mr. 
G.  W.  Morton,  the  City  Inspector,  and  Mr.  ^Y.  C.  Downing,  Superintendent 
of  Sanitary  Inspection. 
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The  rapid  increase  of  our  city  population,  especially  in  late 
years,  by  the  influx  of  immigrants,  created  a  greater  demand  for 
dwellings  than  could  be  readily  supplied.  Hence,  cellars,  even 
of  the  most  objectionable  kind,  were  extensively  occupied  as 
tenements,  not  from  cboice,  but  necessity  ;  so  that  in  1850,  the 
underground  residents  numbered  about  29,000  souls.  With  the 
gradual  increase  of  tenement  houses,  the  amount  of  cellar  popu- 
lation has  decreased,  so  that  the  present  number  does  not  probably 
exceed  20,000. 

So  peculiarly  prejudicial  to  health,  life  and  morals  are  cellar 
habitations,  that  in  some  European  cities  they  are  legally  pro- 
hibited, and  in  others  are  allowed  only  under  a  strict  sanitary  sur- 
veillance, and  such  specified  regulations,  as  will  effectually  deprive 
them  of  their  usually  injurious  and  dangerous  character.  But  in 
this  city  where  no  such  regulations  exist,  they  generally  possess  in 
a  greatly  aggravated  degree,  the  very  worst  qualities  of  the  worst 
class  of  tenements,  and  may  be  likened  on  a  miniature  scale,  to 
the  Black  Hole  of  Calcutta.  It  is  unnecessary  here  to  describe 
the  hideous  squalor,  sickening  fetor,  disgusting  pollution  and 
wretchedness  which  are  found  in  many  of  these  close,  dark,  damp, 
disease-engendering  dens,  the  chosen  haunts  of  darkness,  de- 
bauchery and  crime — where  so  many  of  our  population  are 
doomed  to  live,  to  rot,  to  suffer  and  die — for  these  are  their  com- 
mon characteristics,  and  have  often  been  depicted  before.  It  is 
enough  to  know,  that  these  revolting  evils  exist  in  this  proud 
metropolis  ;  and  that  all  this  dreadful  physical,  social,  and  moral 
degradation,  which  brutalizes  human  beings,  and  annually  deci- 
mates their  numbers,  are  the  concomitants  inseparable  from  the 
condition  in  which  they  live.  It  is  enough  to  know,  that  many 
of  the  dwellers  in  these  subterranean  cells,  may  as  well  be  ex- 
pected to  lift  themselves  up  by  grasping  their  own  bodies,  as  un- 
aided to  effect  their  own  deliverance  ;  and  furthermore,  that  no 
remedial  appliances  are  likely  to  avail  for  their  benefit,  which 
fail  to  raise  them  from  their  worse  than  brutal  condition,  to  the 
privileges  of  a  common  humanity. 
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IV. — Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

These  topics,  though  immensely  important  in  their  sanitary- 
relations  to  the  city,  must,  for  reasons  before  assigned,  be  sum- 
marily treated. 

The  advantages  of  sewerage  and  drainage,  were  practically 
appreciated,  at  periods  of  less  civilization  than  our  own.  It 
may  tend  to  moderate  our  self-complacency  to  learn,  that  the 
moderns  in  some  matters  pertaining  to  public  hygiene,  are  far 
behind  the  cities  of  antiquity  that  flourished  thirty  centuries 
ago.  M.  Layard  found  at  Nineveh  drain-pipes  laid  from  single 
rooms,  leading  towards  what  was  supposed  to  be  a  general  sys- 
tem of  sewers.  The  Carthaginians,  it  is  said,  were  the  first  to 
practise  the  paving  of  the  streets,  and  the  Romans  followed  their 
example.  Dr.  John  Bell,  writing  of  ancient  Rome,  says  :  "Not 
only  with  intenseness  to  meet  existing  wants,  but  apparently 
with  a  prescience  of  the  greatness  of  her  dominion,  the  work  of 
drainage  and  sewerage  was  begun  by  her  kings,  and  continued 
during  the  republic  on  a  scale  of  such  magnitude,  and  in  a  man- 
ner so  enduring,  as  to  be  unsurpassed  and  rarely  equalled  by  any 
subsequent  labor  of  the  same  kind  in  other  countries.  The 
Cloaca  Maxima,  which  carried  off  the  waters  of  the  Yelabrum, 
at  the  time  marsh  between  the  Tiber  in  one  direction,  and  the 
Capitoline,  Palatine,  and  Aventine  hills  in  another,  rivals  the 
largest  of  the  Pyramids  in  solidity  and  amount  of  material,  and 
exceeds  them  all  in  unquestionable  utility.  The  inner  diameter 
of  this  river-like  trimural  sewer  was  more  than  thirteen  feet,  and 
such  as  to  receive  other  large  effluxes.  c  Earthquakes,  the  pres- 
sure of  buildings,  the  neglect  of  fifteen  hundred  years,  have  not/ 
quoting  Niebuhr,  c  moved  a  stone  out  of  its  place  ;  and  for  ten 
thousand  years  to  come,  these  vaults  will  stand  uninjured  as  at 
this  day/ 

To  the  great  public  works  for  sewerage  and  drainage,  in  con- 
nection with  abundant  supplies  of  water  brought  by  enormous 
aqueducts,  and  the  vigilant  observance  of  the  laws  for  promoting 
public  hygiene,  is  mainly  to  be  ascribed  the  general  health  of  the 
immense  population  of  ancient  Rome.  And  to  the  neglect  of 
these  various  provisions  in  a  fallen  and  dilapidated  state,  is  to  be 
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attributed  the  subsequent  deterioration  of  salubrity,  which,  in 
the  dark  or  middle  ages,  rendered  it  one  of  the  most  unhealthy 
cities  in  Europe.  And  to  the  absence  of  proper  sanitary  condi- 
tions, is  doubtless  to  be  referred  not  only  the  periodical  fevers, 
but  the  outbursts  of  the  plague  itself,  which,  from  time  to  time, 
has  devastated  the  cities  of  the  Old  World,  sweeping  off,  as  in 
the  visitation  of  London  by  the  pestilence  in  1665,  upwards  of 
one  hundred  thousand  persons,  or  one-sixth  of  the  population  in 
a  few  months,  while  the  rural  districts,  free  from  like  malarious 
influences,  wholly  escaped  the  fearful  scourge. 

The  City  of  New  York  has  acres  of  area  which  emit  a  more 
deadly  miasma  than  that  which  arises  from  the  Pontine  marshes 
or  the  pestilent-breeding  jungles  of  India.  And,  as  the  popu- 
lation of  the  city  shall  increase,  it  will  become  the  theatre  of 
spontaneously  generated  epidemics,  unless  vastly  more  attention 
be  given  to  the  important  subjects  of  sewerage  and  drainage 
than  has  hitherto  been  bestowed  upon  them  by  the  constituted 
guardians  of  the  public  health.  Scarcely  any  other  city  could  have 
suffered  so  little,  from  so  great  neglect.  But  is  there  not  great 
peril  in  presuming  too  much  on  its  natural  advantages  for  health? 
There  is  a  point  beyond  which  even  these  must  succumb  to  the 
direful,  yet  certain  consequences  of  violating  the  great  funda- 
mental laws  of  health  and  life,  that  are  here  so  constantly  out- 
raged. 

Mr.  Egbert  B.  Viele  of  this  city,  a  civil  engineer  of  ability 
and  experience,  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee  of  the 
Senate,  a  paper  with  a  map,  admirably  illustrating  the  topogra- 
phy of  the  island,  which  showed  how  little  regard  has  been 
paid  to  underground  drainage,  in  connection  with  the  natural 
water-courses.  "  I  have  no  hesitation/'  he  remarks,  "  in  ex- 
pressing the  opinion,  that  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  mortality  is 
found  in  the  defective  drainage  of  certain  districts  of  the  city  ; 
and  furthermore,  that  this  is  an  evil  which  is  increasing  as  the 
city  extends  itself  towards  the  northern  portion  of  the  island,  and 
that  the  main  elements  by  which  it  is  increased,  are  the  so-called 
city  improvements,  or  grading  of  streets  and  avenues  which  are 
now  being  carried  forward/'  He  further  affirms,  that  in  laying 
out  the  streets  and  avenues,  no  reference  whatever  is  made  to 
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the  topography  of  the  island  ;  the  deep  valleys  through  which 
flows  the  drainage  of  extensive  areas,  are-  filled  up,  causing 
collections  of  large  bodies  of  water,  which  become  stagnant 
pools,  breeding  pestilence  and  disease.  "And  whenever  it  be- 
comes desirable  to  improve  the  lots  adjacent  to  these  embank- 
ments for  sale  or  building  purposes,  earth  is  dumped  in  to  absorb 
the  water,  which  is  none  the  less  present  because  it  is  not  seen. 
The  soil  becoming  saturated,  forms  a  sort  of  sponge,  through 
which  the  water  ascends  by  capillary  attraction,  giving  out  a 
constant  miasma,  no  less  fatal  to  health  than  the  stagnant  water 
which  it  replaced."  The  soundness  of  these  views  has  been 
forcibly  illustrated  by  every  visitation  of  the  pestilence  to  this 
city.  Where  the  locality  is  depressed  and  the  drainage  most 
defective,  there,  other  conditions  being  equal,  are  the  plague- 
spots  where  epidemics  and  fevers  have  made  the  most  fatal  rav- 
ages. The  present  extreme  unhealthiness  of  certain  districts  in 
the  northern  parts  of  the  city  are  doubtless  attributable  to  the 
same  causes. 

"  The  sewerage  of  large  cities  and  towns/'  says  Dr.  Pickford, 
"consists  of  refuse  animal  matters,  of  the  excrementitiai  dis- 
charges of  the  inhabitants  and  myriads  of  the  lower  animals,  of 
the  blood  and  animal  fluids  from  slaughter-houses,  knackers' 
yards  and  tan-pits,  of  the  foul  and  contaminated  waters  from 
gas-works,  factories  and  other  establishments,  and  of  refuse  vege- 
table matters  in  a  state  of  decomposition,  from  public  markets 
and  other  places."  "  The  combined  amount  of  these  matters/'  says 
Dr.  Griscom,  "is  estimated  at  seven  cubic  feet  (about  fifty  gal- 
lons) perdiem,  for  each  individual,  which  for  the  City  of  NewYork, 
with  a  population  of  700,000,  rises  to  the  daily  average  of 
35.000,000  gallons  ;  and  annually,  to  the  astounding  quantity  of 
twelve  billions  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  millions  of  gallons 
(12,775,000,000).  The  necessity  of  the  immediate  and  thorough 
removal  of  this  prodigious  mass  of  waste  animal,  vegetable,  min- 
eral and  gaseous  matter,  which,  were  it  possible  to  concentrate  it 
daily  in  separate  deposits,  would,  require  for  each  day  a  reservoir 
fifty  per  cent  larger  than  the  Croton  distributing  reservoir  on  Mur- 
ray Hill,  New  York  city,  is  fearfully  apparent  ;  and  yet  we  find  in- 
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telligent  citizens  and  legislators  almost  everywhere,  doubting, 
hesitating,  procrastinating/' 

It  here  appears  pertinent  to  inquire,  what  are  the  existing 
facilities  for  removing  the  sewerage  matter  of  this  city  ?  It  was 
stated  in  the  Keport  of  this  Association  for  1857,  that  but  one 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  miles  of  sewerage  had  been  constructed, 
in  nearly  five  hundred  miles  of  paved  streets,  leaving  nearly  three- 
fourths  of  the  city,  including  some  of  the  most  populous  and 
filthy  portions,  unsupplied.  Within  the  past  two  years  about 
nine  miles  have  been  added,  making  the  present  length  of  sewer- 
age, one  hundred  and  forty-seven  miles.  Whether  this  increase 
exceeds  the  extension  of  the  city  in  the  mean  time,  is  a  question 
which  there  are  no  facts  at  hand  to  answer ;  but  it  is  evident, 
that  if  it  falls  short  of  that  ratio  of  increase,  it  will  never  over- 
take the  growth  of  the  city  while  its  boundaries  thus  continue  to 
expand.  Or  if  the  present  should  be  the  limits  of  the  city  for  the 
next  eighty  years,  at  the  existing  rate  of  sewer  construction — 
about  four  and  a  half  miles  per  annum — it  would  require  all  of 
that  period  to  supply  the  present  deficiency.  On  either  suppo- 
sition, it  obviously  falls  immensely  short  of  the  imperative  de- 
mands of  the  city.  Meanwhile  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  city 
remain  unsewered,  and  two-thirds  of  the  sewerage  matter, 
amounting,  according  to  Dr.  Griscom's  computation,  to  about 
24,000,000  of  gallons  daily,  or  to  eight  billions  five  hundred  and 
seventeen  millions  (8,517,000,000)  of  gallons  annually,  are  accu- 
mulated (except  as  the  excess  may  be  removed  by  scavengers)  in 
courts,  sinks  and  cesspools,  and  in  streets  and  gutters  to  putrefy 
in  the  sun,  and  send  out  their  poisonous  miasms  to  engender 
disease  and  destroy  life. 

Is  it  urged  that  the  construction  of  a  thorough  system  of  sewer- 
age and  drainage,  involves  much  labor  and  cost,  and  must  be  a  work 
of  time  ?  All  that  can  be  reasonably  claimed  on  that  ground  is 
conceded  ;  but  should  not  the  work  be  so  expedited,  as  greatly 
to  exceed  the  growth  of  the  city  ;  and  would  it  not  be,  if  its 
bearings  on  the  general  health  and  prosperity  of  the  community 
were  duly  appreciated  by  our  citizens  and  legislators  ?  The 
whole  subject  is  immensely  important — too  important  to  admit 
of  a  full  discussion,  or  a  fair  presentation  in  the  limits  of  this 
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Report  ;  its  further  consideration,  therefore,  will  be  dismissed, 
with  a  few  additional  facts  and  remarks,  hoping  that  in  this  con- 
nection they  may  not  be  wholly  without  effect,  in  tending  to  cre- 
ate a  proper  public  sentiment,  respecting  tins  branch  of  sanitary 
protection  and  improvement. 

The  extensive  investigations  made  of  late  years,  both  in  Lon- 
don and  Paris,  into  sewer  gases  and  exhalations  from  decaying 
animal  and  vegetable  substances  in  filthy  streets,  have  demon- 
strated that  they  are  virulent  poisons,  and  a  prolific  source  of 
sickness  and  death.  "  Dr.  Barker  instituted  a  number  of  experi- 
ments on  animals,  with  a  view  of  showing  the  poisonous  effects 
of  the  chief  gases  in  sewer  emanations,  viz.,  carbonic  acid,  sulphu- 
retted hydrogen,  or  rather  sulphide  of  ammonia.  A  mouse  ex- 
posed in  a  cage  to  the  air  of  a  cesspool  within  three  inches  of  the 
surface,  although  it  was  well  fed  at  intervals,  died  on  the  fifth 
day.  Dogs  thus  exposed  suffered  from  vomiting,  diarrhoea,  and 
febrile  symptoms,  restlessness,  thirst  and  loss  of  appetite.  A 
puppy  exposed  to  less  than  two  per  cent,  of  sulphuretted  hydro- 
gen in  the  common  air,  was  destroyed  in  two  minutes  and  a  half, 
without  a  struggle,  and  so  small  a  portion  as  0.428  per  cent, 
killed  another  in  an  hour.  A  dog  exposed  to  0.205  per  cent,  of 
this  gas,  was  affected  in  a  minute  by  tremors  and  fell  on  its  side. 
Like  experiments  were  made  with  the  constituents  of  sewer  em- 
anations, to  wit,  carbonic  acid  and  ammonia,  with  corresponding 
results.  The  quantity  0.056  parts  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  in 
a  thousand  of  common  air,  is  sufficient  to  produce  serious  symp- 
toms— eructations,  tremors,  rapid  and  irregular  respiration,  extra- 
ordinary rapidity  of  the  pulse,  and  diarrhoea.  Horses,  says  Dr. 
Letheby,  are  killed  by  an  atmosphere  with  one  part  of  it  in  250 
of  air  ;  but  much  less  is  hurtful,  if  it  be  breathed  any  length  of 
time.  The  men  engaged  in  cutting  through  the  bed  of  the  river 
for  the  Thames  tunnel,  suffered  severely  from  the  effects  of  the 
gas,  although  the  proportion  of  it  in  the  air,  was  hardly  to  be 
discovered  by  lead  paper,  and  therefore  could  not  have  exceeded 
one  part  in  1 00,000. 

In  the  report  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  on  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  laboring  population  in  Great  Britain,  there  are 
many  examples  of  the  morbific  action  of  sewer  and  cesspool  gases, 
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one  only  of  which,  remarkable  for  its  significance,  can  be 
noticed.  "  On  the  north  side  of  a  street  in  Derby,  there  are 
fifty-four  houses,  all  of  the  same  description,  and  inhabited  by 
the  same  class  of  persons.  Six  of  these  houses,  in  the  very  cen- 
tre of  the  row,  became  the  abodes  of  fever  ;  and  of  sixteen  at- 
tacked with  the  disease,  five  died.  The  fever  was  nowhere  else 
in  the  row,  and  on  inquiry  it  was  found,  that  these  and  these 
only  were  exposed  to  the  action  of  sewer  gases  and  the  miasms 
from  cesspool  matter  which  had  soaked  into  the  soil." 

"  It  is  impossible,"  says  Dr.  Bell,  "  to  carry  the  observations 
and  experiments  of  Drs.  Barker  and  Letheby  in  our  minds,  with- 
out comprehending  the  noxious  agencies  by  which  obstinate  and 
often  fatal  diseases  of  the  digestive  organs  are  produced  in  those 
parts  of  a  town  in  which  the  inhabitants  are  constantly  exposed 
to  the  operation  of  the  gases  above  mentioned.  These  arise  from 
animal  and  vegetable  matter  in  decay  and  decomposition,  from 
obstructed  gutters,  open  drains,  or  from  cesspools  and  the  mouths 
of  gully-holes  of  sewers,  and  accidental  openings  in  the  latter. 
Even  when  not  directly  poisoned  by  the  continued  inhalation  of  a 
corrupt  atmosphere  always  charged  with  these  gaseous  poisons,  the 
people  thus  exposed  acquire  such  a  predisposition — have  their 
vital  energies  so  much  reduced — are  primed  as  it  were — that  a 
slight  change  in  the  ordinary  conditions  of  the  atmosphere,  or 
diminution  of  their  accustomed  food,  serves  as  a  spark  to  ignite 
into  febrile  action  their  weakened  and  susceptible  frames."* 

Such,  summarily,  are  the  deleterious  properties  of  sewer  gases 
and  cesspools,  and  exhalations  from  unclean  streets,  when  taken 
into  the  respiration.  It  destroys  the  life  of  dogs  and  horses,  and 
even  in  the  extremely  minute  quantity  of  one  part  in  100,000,  is 
found  to  be  poisonous  and  deadly.  Should  there  be  any  surprise, 
therefore,  at  the  unhealthiness  of  New  York,  in  view  of  the  no- 
torious fact,  that  the  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  miles  of  sewer- 
age in  this  city  is  one  elongated  cesspool,  throwing  out  its  noxious 
gases  at  the  extremities,  and  at  every  opening  on  the  corners  of  the 
streets,  to  fill  and  surround  the  dwellings  and  be  inhaled  with  every 
breath  ?    What  can  be  said  in  vindication  of  such  disregard  of 

*  Vide  an  able  and  interesting  report  on  the  Internal  Hygiene  of  Cities, 
by  John  Bell,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  1859. 
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public  health,  especially  in  a  case  where  the  evil  is  so  obviously 
remediable  ?  This  is  not  a  necessary  result,  but  of  neglect  to 
trap  the  openings  of  the  sewers,  as  is  extensively  practised  in 
other  cities,  so  as  to  prevent  the  recurrent  passage  of  the  mephi- 
tic  gases  into  the  surrounding  atmosphere. 

Without  extending  these  remarks,  it  will  be  seen,  that  a  re- 
form of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city,  is  not  only  a  great  and 
difficult  undertaking,  but  one  that  is  inseparable  from  the  best 
interests  of  the  community.  So  important  are  the  objects  to  be 
attained,  that  the  very  magnitude  and  arduousness  of  the  work, 
should  stimulate  to  corresponding  effort  and  perseverance  for  its 
accomplishment.  And  there  is  encouragement  in  the  fact,  that 
something  in  the  right  direction  has  already  been  effected.  The 
developments  of  the  past  year  distinctly  show,  that  public  indif- 
ference, one  of  the  most  formidable  hindrances  to  successful  exer- 
tion, is  yielding  to  the  light  that  has  been  shed  upon  the  subject. 
The  press  has  generally  become  the  auxiliary  of  reform,  and 
many  of  our  most  distinguished  physicians,  and  public-spirited 
laymen,  have  associated  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
and  diffusing  practical  information  on  sanitary  matters.  And 
more  recently,  through  the  energy  of  the  City  Inspector,  such 
effectual  corrections  have  been  applied  to  remove  long  existing 
nuisances  and'to  improve  the  cleanliness  of  the  city,  as  to  show 
how  much  more  might  be  effected  under  existing  laws,  if  judi- 
ciously enforced.  And  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  those  evils 
which  cannot  be  extirpated  without  special  enactments  for  the 
purpose,  will  not  long  be  ignored  by  the  Legislature,  in  opposition 
to  the  demands  of  an  enlightened  public  sentiment.  When  such 
a  sentiment  shall  be  generally  manifested,  such  new  power  will, 
doubtless,  be  conferred,  as  is  necessary,  justifiable  and  expedient. 


Previous  Labors. 

The  design  of  the  Institution  would  be  very  imperfectly  ap- 
preciated, were  it  supposed  to  pursue  the  mere  routine  of  labor 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  It  does  not  run  in  grooves  which 
itself  has  worn.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  ever  ready  and  anxious 
so  to  expand  the  scope  of  its  action,  as  to  ameliorate  by  all 
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judicious  methods,  the  condition  of  the  laboring  classes.  Of  this 
fact,  its  past  history  is  a  proof  and  an  illustration  ;  and  it  ap- 
pears a  fitting  occasion,  to  cast  a  cursory  glance  from  the^resent 
stand-point,  at  some  of  the  more  prominent  of  these  labors. 

As  early  as  1845,  extensive  and  familiar  intercourse  with  the 
poor,  drew  the  attention  of  the  Association  to  the  wretched  san- 
itary condition  of  the  city,  especially  as  it  affected  the  industrial 
classes,  which  resulted  in  an  enumeration  and  survey  of  the  cel- 
lar tenements,  and  a  discovery  of  the  defective  character  of  the 
dwellings  of  the  poor  generally.  These  investigations  so  clearly 
demonstrated  the  connection  between  the  domiciliary  condition 
of  the  masses,  and  the  hinderances  thus  interposed  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  their  civil,  social,  and  moral  interests,  that  the  As- 
sociation has  ever  since  been  unwearied  in  its  endeavors  to  im- 
prove their  physical  circumstances,  by  securing  for  them  the  ele- 
vating influences  of  healthy  and  attractive  homes.  From  that 
period,  indeed,  may  be  dated  the  first  earnest  direction  of  public 
attention  to  public  health,  and  to  the  necessity  of  improving 
the  habitations  of  this  class  of  our  population. 

Space  will  not  even  allow  a  mention  of  the  various  measures 
projected  and  put  in  operation  for  the  promotion  of  these  objects. 
One  of  great  usefulness  may  here  be  named.  The  Association 
availing  itself  of  the  fullest  information,  and  the  best  architec- 
tural skill  it  could  command,  elaborated  plans  for  tenant  houses, 
which  were  lithographed  and  extensively  distributed  among  cap- 
italists and  builders.  New  dwellings  were  consequently  erected 
on  improved  plans,  whereby  many  were  benefited  ;  and  from  so 
promising  a  beginning,  much  that  would  be  advantageous  was  ex- 
pected in  future.  But  after  a  time,  an  unlooked  for  deterioration 
appeared.  Many  were  constructed  on  so  contracted  and  penuri- 
ous a  scale,  as  to  be  inferior,  in  respect  to  the  essentials  of  a 
dwelling,  to  the  old  buildings  whose  places  they  were  intended  to 
supply. 

But  after  the  assiduous  toil  of  years,  with  varying  degrees  of 
success,  it  was  still  evident  that  something  more  definite  in  this 
direction,  should  be  attempted.  Exciting,  startling  facts,  to 
arouse,  if  possible,  the  public  mind  from  its  apathy  on  the  sub- 
ject, appeared  necessary.    To  supply  these,  the  Association,  in 
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1853,  appointed  a  select  committee  to  re-examine  the  whole  sub- 
ject in  its  sanitary  and  moral  aspects,  and  show  its  bearings  on 
the  welfare  of  the  population.  The  result  of  these  investigations 
was  published  in  a  report  of  32  pages,  which  presented  one  of 
the  most  elaborate  and  faithful  exhibits  of  the  defects  of  our  ten- 
ant-house system,  that  had  appeared  on  the  subject.  The  utter 
inadequacy,  however,  of  mere  moral  suasion  to  effect  the  needed 
reforms  becoming  increasingly  manifest,  the  next  step  was  to 
evoke  the  interference  of  the  State  Government.  Accordingly 
in  1857,  urgent  appeals  were  addressed  to  the  Legislature,  which 
resulted  in  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  that  body,  and  a 
lucid  Report,  recommending  such  a  modification  of  the  existing 
laws,  as  would,  if  carried  into  effect,  correct  most  of  the  existing 
abuses.  But  the  bill  failing  through  press  of  business,  to  receive 
the  action  of  the  Government,  the  Association  with  others,  in 
1858,  again  memorialized  the  Legislature.  The  subject  on  this 
application,  assumed  a  wider  range  ;  another  Committee  of  In- 
quiry was  appointed,  whose  investigations  elicited  much  valuable 
information,  that  was  subsequently  presented  to  the  Legislature 
in  extenso,  with  marked  ability  and  effect.  Owing,  however,  to 
causes  unnecessary  to  relate,  a  bill  based  on*the  Eeport,  having 
passed  the  Senate  was  lost  in  the  House,  so  that  the  long 
sought  for  l^gal  interference,  has  thus  far  ended  in  disappoint- 
ment, and  the  needed  reforms  are  thrown  back  on  the  voluntary 
action  of  our  citizens. 

Pending  the  interval  employed  in  endeavors  to  obtain  legisla- 
tive aid,  the  Association  was  unremitted  in  its  efforts  both  by 
its  labors  and  publications,  to  impress  on  the  public  mind  a  prac- 
tical appreciation  of  the  subject.  Nor  were  these  exertions  un- 
productive of  beneficial  results.  Deplorably  defective  as  are 
most  of  our  tenant-houses,  there  has  been  some  improvement. 
There  are  now  fewer  underground  tenements  than  formerly,  and 
much  more  attention  has  been  given  to  arrangements  for  light, 
ventilation,  and  cleanliness  in  recently  erected  buildings.  But 
the  most  remarkable  advance  on  this  class  of  tenements,  was  the 
erection  of  the  "Working  Men's  Home,"  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Association  in  1854-5.  This  enterprise  was  effected  through 
a  special  organisation  by  a  few  philanthropic  individuals,  at  an 
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expense  of  about  $90,000  ;  and  shows  how  much  neatness, 
order,  quiet,  and  comfort  may  be  secured  to  the  humblest  in  the 
community,  in  buildings  that  are  properly  adapted  to  tenant 
purposes. 

The  Association  has  also  perseveringly  interested  itself  in 
behalf  of  the  neglected  and  vicious  children  of  the  city.  Those 
under  the  care  of  the  public  authorities,  who  are  emphatically 
the  offspring  of  vice  or  misfortune,  first  enlisted  its  sympathy 
and  kind  offices.  By  a  resolution  of  the  Common  Council  as 
early  as  1845,  the  services  of  a  Committee  of  the  Association 
were  accepted  and  employed  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  in 
their  charge.  Subsequent  disclosures  of  the  almost  incredible 
numbers  of  children  in  the  city,  that  were  growing  up  in  prof- 
ligacy, ignorance,  and  crime,  stimulated  the  Board  to  more  gen- 
eral and  earnest  efforts  for  their  rescue.  But  while  such  endeav- 
ors through  the  numerous  Visitors  of  the  Association  were  suc- 
cessful in  gathering  many  children  into  Sabbath,  public,  and 
industrial  schools,  it  eventually  became  evident  that  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  evil  required  some  special  remedial  measures, 
differing  from  any  that  had  yet  been  projected.  The  inquiries 
consequent  on  this*conclusion,  developed  the  idea  of  a  new  or- 
ganization for  the  reformation  and  education  of  incipient  crim- 
inals, and  their  subsequent  removal  from  corrupting  city  asso- 
ciations, to  the  purer,  moral  atmosphere  of  the  country.  Hence 
the  origin  of  that  unique  and  most  excellent  institution,  the 
Juvenile  Asylum,  which  was  incorporated  by  a  special  act  of 
the  Legislature,  June  30th,  1851.  And  further,  in  order  to 
strengthen  the  hands  and  encourage  those  engaged  in  labors  for 
the  repression  of  juvenile  vagrancy  and  mendicity,  the  Associa- 
tion obtained  the  passage  of  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  care 
and  instruction  of  idle,  truant  children,  April  12th,  1853," 
through  which,  wherever  the  law  has  been  enforced,  invaluable 
benefits  have  resulted. 

Another  humane  and  important  object  which  claimed  the 
attention  of  the  Association,  was  the  supply  of  the  indigent  sick 
with  gratuitous  medical  aid.  The  urgent  necessities  of  the  poor 
in  this  respect  manifested  themselves  to  the  Visitors,  unsought, 
as  early  as  1846  ;  and  to  neglect  them,  would  have  been  to  dis- 
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card  the  first  law  of  humanity.  The  utmost  exertions  of  the 
existing  Dispensaries  were  inadequate  to  meet  the  increased  and 
increasing  demands  upon  them.  Their  number  not  having  kept 
pace  with  the  growth  of  the  population  and  extension  of  the 
city,  there  was  an  obvious  deficiency  of  such  institutions.  There 
were  but  three  in  1850,  and  had  been  no  increase  since  1832, 
though  its  area  meanwhile  had  doubled,  and  the  inhabitants  in- 
creased more  than  one  hundred  and  forty  per  cent.  The  conse- 
quences were  a  large  amount  of  preventable  sickness,  suffering, 
and  premature  death,  with  the  exposure  of  large  sections  of  the 
city  to  the  unchecked  ravages  of  contagious  diseases.  So  nu- 
merous and  appalling  were  the  resulting  evils,  that  the  Associa- 
tion for  several  years  felt  constrained  to  supply  medical  aid  to 
the  most  needy  and  helpless.  As  no  temporary  expedient,  how- 
ever, would  meet  the  permanent  demands  of  the  rapidly  aug- 
menting population  in  the  upper  portions  of  the  city,  the  Asso- 
ciation eventually  assumed  the  responsibility  of  founding  new 
institutions  for  the  purpose.  Accordingly  the  Demilt  Dispen- 
sary was  established  under  its  immediate  auspices  on  the  8th  day 
of  April,  1851,  and  the  North-W estern  Dispensary  on  the  29th 
day  of  May,  1852.  Both  of  these  eminently*  useful  Institutions 
are  now  benefiting  the  indigent  sick  in  large  and  rapidly  popu- 
lating portio/is  of  the  city  that  were  previously  unsupplied  with 
permanent,  gratuitous  medication. 

The  Public  Washing  and*  Bathing  Establishment,  in 
Mott  street,  is  another  institution  claiming  a  kindred  origin  with 
the  preceding.  It  was  founded  in  1852  by  a  special  organization, 
at  an  expense  of  about  $42,000.  It  was  the  first  of  the  kind  in 
the  country,  and  admirably  fulfils  its  objects,  by  furnishing  every 
convenience  for  bathing,  washing,  and  ironing,  at  charges  so  low 
as  to  bring  its  benefits  within  the  reach  of  the  humblest  in  the 
community.  It  greatly  contributes,  moreover,  to  the  health, 
cleanliness,  and  comfort  of  those  for  whom  it  was  designed. 
Nearly  60,000  persons,  including  about  9,000  washers,  yearly 
avail  themselves  of  its  advantages. 

Tracts.  Poverty  being  often  produced  and  perpetuated  by 
ignorance  of  thrift,  want  of  forecast,  and  mismanagement  of 
household  affairs,  ihe  Board,  believing  that  plain,  popular  tracts, 
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treating  of  those  matters,  would  be  beneficial  to  the  poor,  pub- 
lished a  series  on  economical  subjects.  Many  thousands  of  these 
were  distributed  by  the  Visitors,  who  found  them  valuable  auxil- 
iaries in  their  labors,  inasmuch  as  they  prepared  the  way  for  im- 
parting useful  counsel,  and  deepened  upon  the  minds  of  the 
poor,  the  salutary  impressions  produced  by  faithful  conversation. 

As  space  would  fail  in  attempting  to  enumerate,  much  more 
in  particularizing  the  various  subsidiary  measures  which  the  As- 
sociation has  adopted  from  time  to  time  in  its  endeavors  to  fulfil 
the  objects  of  its  mission,  only  a  condensed  generalization  can  be 
presented. 

In  late  years,  its  incidental  labors  have  been  specially  directed 
to  give  greater  breadth  and  thoroughness  to  those  sanitary  move- 
ments in  which  it  was  earlier  engaged,  so  far  as  they  are  found 
to  have  a  bearing  on  the  physical  and  moral  interests  of  the  pop- 
ulation. And  these  labors,  it  may  be  remarked,  with  the  diffi- 
dence that  belongs  to  such  a  judgment,  rank  among  its  most 
useful  exertions.  Nor  are  they  here  referred  to  as  being 
specially  meritorious,  for  as  the  objects  in  view  come  within  the 
design  of  the  Association,  they  are  a  part  of  its  legitimate  work. 
When  its  own  careful  investigations  demonstrated  that  certain 
reforms,  affecting  the  well-being  of  the  suffering  laboring  classes, 
must  precede  and  become  the  basis  of  most  other  reforms,  its 
duty  in  respect  to  them  became  manifest.  If,  for  example,  it 
would  promote  the  health  of  the  masses  and  diminish  the  death 
rate,  it  must  endeavor  to  improve  their  wretched  domiciliary 
condition  ;  if  it  would  augment  their  industrial  power,  lessen 
taxation,  pauperism,  and  crime,  and  elevate  the  depressed  phys- 
ically, socially,  and  morally,  it  must  throw  around  them  such 
circumstances  as  are  compatible  with  their  elevation.  As  these 
things,  in  a  word,  stood  in  the  relation  of  cause  and  effect,  the 
investigation  of  related  facts  and  principles  bearing  on  personal, 
domiciliary  and  public  Hygiene,  with  their  practical  application, 
were  obviously  too  important  to  be  neglected.  Hence,  cellar 
residences,  filthy  streets,  defective  sewerage,  drainage,  and  other 
removable  evils  of  analogous  character,  became  salient  points  of 
attack  in  this  conflict  for  the  welfare  and  progress  of  the  labor- 
ing classes.    And  hence  the  unwearied  diligence  of  successive 
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years  to  create  a  just  and  vigorous  public  sentiment  on  these  sub- 
jects, that  would  aid  the  labors  of  the  Association  amd  coerce  re- 
form. And  these  efforts  have  not  been  in  vain.  The  public 
mind  is  not  only  beginning  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  ref- 
ormatory movements  of  this  class,  but  there  are  evidences  that 
advances  have  been  made,  and  advantages  actually  gained  that 
are  teeming  with  promise  for  the  future.  More  doubtless  would 
have  been  achieved  at  this  day  by  the  concurring  action  of  the 
Legislature  and  the  efficient  cooperation  of  the  community, 
either  lay  or  professional.  But,  unhappily,  it  has  hitherto 
struggled  almost  alone  with  these  gigantic  evils,  for  the  objects 
in  question  seem  not  to  possess  the  attraction  which  belong  to 
those  that  are  semi-political  or  purely  beneficent.  And  possess- 
ing no  police  powers,  it  necessarily  fails  where  such  power  can 
alone  avail.  There  is,  moreover,  no  municipal  Medical  Board 
that  takes  legal  cognizance  of  the  mischiefs  under  consideration, 
nor  an  intelligent  Medical  Police  to  execute  existing  sanitary  or- 
dinances, so  as  to  supplement  the  insufficiency  of  mere  moral 
force.  But  conceive  of  the  union  of  these  various  forces,  imper- 
atively demanded  by  the  highest  social  and  moral  considerations 
—  of  which  there  are  already  foreshadowings — and  the  sanitary 
condition  of  this  Metropolis,  will  no  longer  be  a  by- word  and  a 
reproach.  9 


Emigration  from  the  City. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Association  for  1858,  contained 
a  tabular  exhibit  of  the  classes  of  persons  aided  by  it,  the  pre- 
ceding winter.  An  analysis  of  the  table  showed  that  there  was 
too  little  probability  of  improving  their  condition  or  of  relieving 
the  city  by  endeavors  to  send  them  into  the  country,  to  warrant 
much  expenditure  of  means  or  efforts  for  that  object.  As  the 
conclusions  of  the  Board,  however,  should  in  such  a  matter  be 
derived  from  facts  rather  than  inferences,  special  investigations 
were  made  the  past  year,  in  order  to  ascertain  how  many  of  the 
families  assisted  by  the  Association,  having  male  heads,  were 
qualified,  if  sent  into  the  interior,  to  care  for  themselves  and 
households,  or  what  number  were  competent  and  willing  to  en- 
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counter  the  trials  and  difficulties  of  life,  at  the  West.  The  in- 
quiries were  thus  specific,  in  order  to  reach  and  bring  to  light  the 
different  kinds  of  incompetency  that  were  found  to  exist  among 
those  that  were  aided  by  this  charity.  For  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  some  have  feeble  bodies,  and  cannot  work  ;  some  with 
robust  frames  have  weak  minds,  and  are  mentally  disqualified  to 
provide  for  themselves  or  others  ;  then  again,  there  are  those 
who  are  so  morally  depraved,  drunken,  idle  and  dissolute,  as  to 
unfit  them  for  being  any  thing  better  than  paupers,  while  their 
families  are  proper  subjects  for  relief.  The  following  brief  ab- 
stracts from  the  answers  to  the  Circular  by  the  Ward  Secretaries 
and  Visitors,  set  the  subject  in  a  clear  light. 

In  the  3d  and  5th  Wards  683  families  were  relieved.  Their 
Report  says  :  "  Some  of  the  heads  of  families  are  firemen  on 
steamships,  some  stevedores,  many  longshoremen,  porters,  &c. 
After  careful  inquiry,  it  cannot  be  ascertained  that  any  would 
consent  to  leave  the  city." 

In  the  4th  Ward  272  families  were  assisted.  In  respect  to 
them  the  Secretary  reports,  "  that  among  all  the  applicants  for 
aid,  there  may  be  found,  perhaps,  half  a  dozen  men  who  are 
competent  to  provide  for  their  families,  if  they  had  constant  em- 
ployment at  remunerative  wages  ;  others  there  are,  who  by  rea- 
son of  infirmities  or  vicious  habits,  are  likely  to  be  a  burden 
wherever  they  may  reside.  I  know  of  none  whose  removal  to 
the  country  would  be  likely  to  improve  their  condition." 

In  the  7th  Ward  593  families  were  aided.  Among  all  these 
not  one  is  reported,  that  in  the  judgment  of  the  Secretary  and 
Visitors  should  be  sent  into  the  interior.  After  referring  to  the 
experience  of  the  previous  fifteen  years  on  the  subject,  and  of 
the  paucity  of  persons  both  fit  and  willing  to  migrate,  the  Re- 
port says :  "  It  is  believed  that  the  Association  might  safely 
assume  the  responsibility  of  sending  all  into  the  country,  dis- 
posed to  go,  that  come  within  its  scope,  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  any  district." 

In  the  8th  District  471  families  were  relieved.  In  respect 
to  them  the  report  affirms — "  Not  one  per  cent,  of  all  the  male 
heads  of  families  aided  the  past  season  in  this  district,  arc  quali- 
fied to  care  for  themselves,  or  families,  if  sent  into  the  interior." 
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In  the  9th  Ward  472  families  were  assisted  ;  and  the  facts 
in  regard  to  them,  are  thus  summed  up  in  the  report  :  "  It  is 
found  by  the  Visitors,  that  all  the  industrious  and  sober  men  can 
now  find  employment  in  the  city  ;  and  that  few,  if  any,  of  the 
worthy  class,  are  willing  to  remove  to  the  West." 

In  the  10th  Ward  304  families  were  aided,  and  in  relation 
to  them  the  Secretary  reports  :  "  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
ascertain  from  the  Visitors,  and  I  have  made  thorough  inquiries 
on  the  subject,  there  are  no  male  heads  of  families  in  this  dis- 
trict, of  the  right  kind,  that  can  be  persuaded  to  go  into  the 
country." 

In  the  11th  Ward  697  families  were  relieved,  in  regard  to 
which,  the  report  is  similar  to  the  preceding. 

In  the  13th  Ward  607  families  were  assisted  ;  the  returns 
respecting  them  are  full,  from  which,  however,  only  a  few  condensed 
statements  can  be  given.  The  Eeport  says  :  "  Of  the  families 
aided  by  the  Association,  only  eighteen  have  male  heads  that  are 
competent  to  provide  for  them  ;  and  of  these,  possibly  six  might 
consent  to  leave  the  city,  but  more,  probably  none,  would  be  will- 
ing to  go.  The  class  of  families  we  aid  are  mostly  widows  with 
children  ;  the  male  heads  of  families,  where  there  are  such,  are 
mostly  sick,  disabled,  or  mentally  or  morally  disqualified  to  pro- 
vide for  thos^  dependent  upon  them.  It  would  be  safe  to  offer 
to  send  into  the  country  all  families  that  have  been  relieved  by 
this  Association  the  past  winter,  which  have  male  heads  that  are 
competent  to  provide  for  them  in  the  country — their  qualifica- 
tions to  be  determined  by  a  judicious  committee  in  this  ward  ; 
and  no  reason  appears,  why  this  may  not  be  true  of  every  ward 
in  the  city." 

In  the  14th  Ward  450  families  were  aided  ;  but  the  returns 
show  that,  after  thorough  inquiry,  not  one  person  or  family 
among  them,  of  the  class  eligible  for  migration,  could  be  found. 

In  the  15th  Ward  187  families  were  relieved,  in  regard  to 
which  the  Secretary  writes  :  "  Of  the  persons  assisted  in  this 
district,  by  far  the  greater  number  are  females,  mostly  widows 
with  young  children,  who  had  but  little  or  no  employment  dur- 
ing the  winter,  and  must  have  suffered  severely  from  hunger,  but 
for  the  relief  they  received  from  the  Association.    Others,  were 
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wives  with  children  and  unemployed  husbands.  These  have 
been  comparatively  few,  and  neither  I  nor  the  Visitors  I  have 
consulted,  know  of  but  one  who  has  evinced  any  disposition  to 
go  West,  and  he  subsequently  obtained  employment  in  the  city. 
In  nearly  every  section  there  are  wives  who  have  young  families, 
and  bear  good  characters  for  honesty,  sobriety  and  industry,  but 
whose  husbands  have  deserted  them,  or  are  idle,  and  it  is  with  us 
a  serious  question — What  can  be  done  with  such  cases  ?  We 
cannot  compel  the  unwilling  to  go  West,  and  those  who  will  not 
work  here,  would  not  work  there." 

In  the  16th  Ward  730  families  were  assisted,  and  the  report 
therefrom  concurs  substantially  with  the  foregoing. 

In  the  17th  Ward  742  families  were  aided,  and  the  following 
abstract  expresses  the  judgment  of  the  Secretary  and  Visitors  on 
the  subject  :  "  Our  inquiries  discovered  that  there  are  but  few 
who  come  upon  our  list  of  recipients,  who  under  any  circumstan- 
ces would  be  fit  to  undertake  the  battle  of  pioneer  life  at  the 
West,  and  fewer  still,  that  would  be  willing  to  do  so.  Those  who 
would  probably  be  successful,  can  generally  find  employment 
here — peculiar  emergencies  excepted — and  care  not  to  change. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  a  large  proportion  of  our  cases  are 
widows  indeed,  or  partial  ones,  who  have  been  abandoned  by 
their  husbands." 

In  the  18th  Ward  597  families  were  relieved,  the  report  of 
which,  referring  to  male  heads  of  families  says  :  "  Some  have  frail 
constitutions,  others  have  chronic  diseases,  some  have  unsuitable 
trades,  and  others  have  families  that  cannot  be  removed.  Dur- 
ing the  greater  part  of  the  year  the  whole  are  employed,  but 
there  are  always  portions  of  the  year  in  which  work  fails.  It 
would  seem  impossible  so  to  adjust  the  supply  to  the  demand, 
that  they  should  exactly  fit  each  other,  or  that  the  entire  popu- 
lation should  at  all  times  be  profitably  employed.  There  must 
be  an  excess  of  laborers  during  the  winter  months,  and  the  prob- 
lem is  to  reduce  it  to  the  smallest  amount." 

In  the  19  th  Ward  181  families  were  relieved,  among  which, 
according  to  the  report,  not  one  family  or  person  was  found  that 
was  either  fit  or  willing  to  go  into  the  country. 

In  the  20th  Ward  976  families  were  assisted.    Of  this  great 
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number  of  indigent  persons,  the  report  says,  "  that  there  are 
but  comparatively  few  male  heads  of  families  among  them,  and 
none  have  been  found  of  a  character  that  could  be  sent  into  the 
interior.  The  majority  relieved  are  infirm  persons,  and  widows 
with  young  children,  so  that  we  are  constrained  to  give  a  nega- 
tive answer  to  the  questions  proposed  in  the  Circular." 

In  the  21st  Ward  541  families  were  aided,  and  in  the  22d 
247  families.  As  the  reports  from  both  generally  concur  with  the 
preceding,  it  is  unnecessary  to  notice  them  more  particularly. 

The  returns  from  which  the  foregoing  abstracts  have  been 
made,  were  referred  by  the  Board  to  the  consideration  of  a  Select 
Committee,  who,  after  an  examination  of  the  same,  submitted 
the  following 

REPORT. 

The  design  of  this  Association  circumscribes  its  operations 
to  the  city,  and  no  developments  have  yet  been  made  that  ap- 
peared to  justify  its  engaging  in  labors  whose  success  depended 
on  contingencies  and  agencies  so  remote,  as  to  be  beyond  its  im- 
mediate cognizance  and  control.  It  has  also  been  its  settled 
purpose  to  ask  the  co-operation  of  the  public  to  no  plan,  the 
practicability  of  which  was  not  reasonably  certain,  and  which,  if 
commenced,  would  not,  probably,  be  attended  by  the  desired  re- 
sults. This  cautious  system  had  a  twofold  object  :  first,  the 
restriction  of  the  Association  to  those  local  claims  which  appear- 
ed most  urgent  and  practicable  ;  and  second,  to  guard  against 
the  too  common  mistake,  of  wasting  benevolent  exertion  on  un- 
attainable objects.  An  examination  of  its  history,  will  show 
with  what  fidelity  and  success  this  system  has  been  carried  out. 

And  yet,  the  Association  is  justified  by  its  own  policy,  in 
entering  any  new  field  of  labor  suggested  by  circumstances,  that 
will  probably  increase  its  usefulness.  Hence,  various  schemes, 
at  different  times  have  been  urged  upon  its  attention,  such,  for 
example,  as  the  expanding  of  its  moral  influence — supplying 
work  to  the  poor — the  opening  of  a  labor  market  for  the  unem- 
ployed, &c,  with  others  of  kindred  character,  which  were  sev- 
erally considered  and  rejected,  because  it  was  believed  that  they 
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could  not  fail  to  embarrass  the  action  of  the  Association,  and 
diminish  its  efficiency.  The  idea  of  relieving  our  city  of  its  pau- 
pers, by  employing  the  Association's  funds  in  sending  them  to 
the  West,  is  the  last  suggestion.  The  Association  has  obviously 
no  right  to  expend  the  money  intrusted  to  it,  for  any  other  than 
its  avowed  objects.  But  waiving  that  objection,  it  appeared 
evident  to  the  Board  on  the  very  first  consideration  of  the  subject, 
that  much  more  was  expected  from  this  scheme  of  pauper  mi- 
gration by  its  ardent  advocates,  than  its  realizations  would  jus- 
tify ;  and  such,  consequently,  were  the  views  presented  on  the 
subject  by  the  Board  in  their  last  Annual  Report.  But  as  the 
practicability  of  the  scheme  appears  to  have  been  assumed  with- 
out due  examination,  and  continues  to  be  pressed  on  public  at- 
tention with  some  show  of  plausibility,  the  Association  consider- 
ed it  a  duty  to  submit  its  views  on  the  subject,  to  a  thorough 
practical  test.  This  having  been  done,  the  results  are  exhibited 
in  the  abstracts  from  the  investigations  made  for  the  purpose, 
accompanying  this  Report,  which  suggest  a  few  remarks. 

I.  The  most  remarkable  feature  in  these  Returns,  is  their 
unanimity.  The  Secretaries  and  Visitors  of  the  Association  were 
requested  to  ascertain  and  report,  the  number  of  the  poor  in 
their  respective  sections,  that  would  be  available  in  a  scheme  of 
emigration  to  the  country.  Pursuing  their  inquiries  under  the 
advantages  of  an  intimate  personal  knowledge  of  the  laboring 
classes,  their  united  testimony  is,  that  few,  if  any  such  persons 
can  be  found, — not  one  such  case,  in  fact,  being  reported.  This 
result  is  of  great  practical  moment,  to  the  community,  to  the 
poor,  and  to  this  Association,  inasmuch  as  it  shows,  that  what- 
ever may  be  the  effect  of  other  schemes  for  the  purpose,  but 
little  reliance  is  to  be  placed  on  the  voluntary  migration  of  the 
poor,  for  the  relief  of  the  city.  If  the  investigations  had  shown 
that  among  the  families  aided  by  the  Association,  there  were 
those  who  were  willing  to  migrate,  of  such  a  character  as  to  in- 
duce the  belief  that  in  no  other  way  could  they  be  so  well  or 
so  permanently  benefited  as  by  their  removal  to  the  country, 
then  the  question  of  their  removal,  either  by  this  organiza- 
tion or  other  agencies,  would  have  been  a  proper  subject  for 
consideration  and  action.   But  when  the  reports,  whi'ch  represent 
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the  united  and  independent  testimony  of  more  than  400  Visitors 
of  the  poor,  show  that  there  are  no  such  families  in  the  scope  of 
its  operations,  who  are  fit  or  willing,  that  can  be  removed,  the 
impracticability  of  relieving  the  community  of  pauperism  by 
such  means,  is  most  manifest. 

II.  The  returns  in  question,  having  reference  only  to  the 
class  of  poor  that  come  within  the  range  of  this  charity,  they 
leave,  except  by  inference,  all  others  untouched.  That  many  of 
the  indigent  may  be  benefited  by  removal  to  the  country,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  ;  and  acting  on  this  belief,  the  Association  has 
endeavored,  in  all  practicable  ways,  to  aid  their  migration.  As 
proper  cases  have  appeared,  much  also  has  been  done  in  this 
direction  by  individual  energy  and  liberality  ;  and  much  more 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration,  who,  having  in  charge 
alien  emigrants,  "  provided,  relieved,  and  forwarded  "  of  that  class 
into  the  country  the  past  year,  21,790  persons. 

III.  Conceding,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  that  all  persons 
in  temporary  want,  who  are  fit  and  willing  to  go  into  the  country, 
were  sent  there  at  the  expense  of  the  Association,  what  would 
be  the  result  ?  It  follows  that  the  knowledge  of  this  fact  would 
attract  to  the  city  multitudes  of  others  from  our  own  interior 
and  from  abroad,  equally  needy  and  deserving  ;  these  being  sent 
gratuitously  *away,  others  would  press  in,  and  so  onward  with  in- 
creasing numbers  ad  infinitum,  always  leaving  the  demands  un- 
satisfied, and  the  community  in  as  burdened  a  state  as  it  was 
before  any  thing  of  the  kind  had  been  attempted. 

IV.  While  these  returns  make  no  new  disclosures,  they  verify 
by  indubitable  facts  the  soundness  of  the  principles  adopted  by 
the  Association  from  its  foundation,  and  which  have  been  reiter- 
ated from  time  to  time  in  its  published  documents,  to  wit :  to  do 
nothing  for  the  poor  in  cases  where  they  can  do  better  for  them- 
selves, nor  yet  to  assume  such  responsibilities  for  their  employ- 
ment, as  are  in  conflict  with  those  settled  self-regulating  prin- 
ciples which  define  the  necessary  limits  of  supply  and  demand. 

V.  This  incidental  survey  of  the  labors  of  the  Association, 
has  furnished  new  evidences  of  its  adaptation  to  the  vast  and 
difficult  work  in  which  it  is  engaged.  It  is  doing  what  no  organ- 
ization less  comprehensive  and  minute  could  effect.    It  saves  the 
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worthy  poor  from  suffering,  and  the  suffering  from  degradation. 
It  enables  them  to  educate  their  children,  and  to  bring  them  up 
to  a  higher  social  level  than  their  own.  All  its  influences  tend 
to  suppress  vagrancy,  detect  imposition,  and  to  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  the  deserving  poor.  It  claims  no  exemption  from 
the  defects  common  to  every  thing  human  ;  but  it  is  believed  to 
be  as  well  fitted  for  its  design,  as  any  system  that  philanthropic 
sagacity  and  Christian  love  can,  at  present,  devise. 

The  Board  would  not  boast  of  the  usefulness  of  this  instru- 
mentality, nor  speak  incautiously  of  results.  The  benefits  it 
confers  upon  the  community  by  its  alms  and  various  labors,  are 
of  so  peculiar  a  character,  as  to  admit  of  no  arithmetical  compu- 
tation. But  were  it  otherwise,  it  would  be  governed  by  higher 
considerations  than  those  which  spring  from  a  desire  of  display 
or  love  of  applause.  Satisfied  that  its  principles  are  sound,  and 
its  operations  suited  to  its  objects,  positive  good  will  result, 
according  to  the  degree  of  sympathy,  kindness,  and  love  that 
pervades  its  labors.  Of  the  spirit  that  animates  these  labors, 
what  other  proofs  need  be  given  than  is  afforded  by  the  noise- 
less, self-sacrificing,  and  gratuitous  services  of  the  four  hundred 
almoners  of  the  Association,  who  during  the  past  year  have  made 
over  forty -six  thousand  visits  to  the  poor  at  their  homes,  for 
their  sympathy  and  succor?  And  of  the  amount  of  moral 
power  thus  expended,  what  shall  be  said  ?  Who  will  undertake 
the  estimate,  or  venture  to  undervalue  its  efficacy  ?  These  un- 
obtrusive labors  have  been  performed  in  humble  imitation  of  the 
only  perfect  model  of  all  righteousness,  who  Himself  "  went 
about  doing  good"  ;  and  shall  they  fail  of  their  object,  or  of  His 
favor  ?  Evidently,  this  whole-hearted  consecration  of  the  Visitors 
to  the  noble  work  of  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  suffering 
and  unfortunate,  is  at  once  the  surest  pledge  of  success,  and  the 
truest  measure  of  its  own  usefulness. 

The  labor  performed,  and  the  results,  so  far  as  they  can  be 
shown  by  figures,  are  set  forth  in  the  following  tables  : 
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District  Relief,  from  October  1st,  1858,  to  October  1st, 

1859. 


Number  of  District 

Number  of  Families 

Number  of  Persons 

Number  of  Visits. 

or  Jl  arcL. 

Relieved. 

IZclicvtd* 

i 

■199 

2,245 

2  145 

2 

32 

•  'l44 

1  145 

3 

148 

666 

900 

4 

272 

2  224 
2,407 

2,264 

i  ,  5 

535 

2  1 67 

Q 

222 

'999 

1165 

7 

503 

2,668 

2,700 

8 

471 

2,119 

2.167 

9 

472 

2,124 

191 

10 

304 

l',368 

1,268 

11 

697 

3,136 

3,100 

12 

195 

877 

1,111 

13 

607 

2,731 

2^31 

14 

451 

2,029 

2,190 

15 

187 

841 

1,141 

16 

739 

3,325 

3,960 

17 

4  442 

3,339 

3,200 

18 

571 

2.569 

2,665 

19 

181 

814 

1,161 
4.271 

20 

976 

4,392 

21 

540 

2,430 

2,331 

22 

247 

1,111 

1.221 

9,281 

44,557 

46,994 

The  following  is  an  Abstract  of  the  monthly  District  Returns 
from  October  1st,  1858,  to  October  1st,  1859  : 


1858-9 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of  Visits. 

Families  Relieved. 

Persons  Relieved. 

423 

1,053 

796 

526 

2,367 

1,014 

2,170 

9,765 

6,262 

6,233 

28,048 

15,518 
14,488 
6,792 
750 

6,025 

27,039 

3,798 

17.091 

700 

3,150 

247 

1,001 

416 

122 

549 

128 

57 

256 

46 

145 

652 

246 

175 

674 

488 

October, 
November, 
December,  ^ 
January, 
February, 
March, 
April, 
May,  . 
June, 
July,  . 
August,  . 
September, 
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Subjoined  is  a  statement  of  the  aggregate  relief,  without  the 
repetition  which  is  unavoidable  in  the  foregoing  table  : 

Number  of  families  relieved  from  October  Isr,  1858,  to  Oct. 

1st,  1859,   9,281 

Number  of  persons,   44,557 

Number  of  visits,    46,994 

The  following  is  a  summary  statement  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures,  viz.  : 

Cash  received  during  the  year,  ....  $44,592  46 
Now  due  the  Treasurer,   263  06 

$44,855  52 

Disbursements  and  appropriations  for  same  period,    .      $44,855  52 

No  other  facts  relating  to  the  Association  have  afforded 
greater  satisfaction  to  the  Board  than  the  very  remarkable  de- 
crease of  destitution  and  expenditure  as  compared  with  that  of 
the  preceding  year.  The  number  of  the  relieved  and  the  amount 
of  outlay,  were  more  than  thirty-four  per  cent,  less  than  in  1858, 
and  belovv  the  average  of  the  preceding  seven  years,  though  the 
population  during  that  period,  increased  over  twenty-five  per  cent. 
It  is  not  without  reason  the  apprehension  has  been  expressed, 
that  almsgiving  often  aggravated  the  evils  it  would  remove,  by 
creating  more  poverty  than  it  cures.  But  what  more  conclusive 
proof  could  be  given  than  is  presented  by  the  foregoing  statistics, 
that  charity  may  be  so  administered  as  to  avoid  such  a  result  ? 
Nay,  that  the  recipients  of  relief  may  thereby  be  elevated  to  a 
condition  of  respectability  and  self  support,  even  on  a  large 
scale,  among  so  heterogeneous  and  difficult  a  population  to 
manage  as  the  poor  in  New  York  ?  That  alms  should  always 
thus  be  given,  is  not  only  implied,  but  made  obligatory  by  the 
Divine  Law  of  Charity,  otherwise  every  act  of  relief  would 
prove  a  curse  rather  than  a  blessing. 

That  this  system  of  relief  secures  the  great  objects  contem- 
plated by  a  wise  dispensation  of  Charity  is  an  encouraging  fact, 
to  which  special  attention  is  invited.  For  what  incentives  are 
thus  presented  to  self-sacrificing  toils  for  the  benefit  of  the  im- 
poverished and  downcast  !  What  motives  to  enlarged  liberality 
for  their  benefit  ! 
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It  appears  due  as  an  acknowledgment  to  remark,  that  the 
Board  has  received  numerous  commendatory  communications 
from  those  who  have  long  and  carefully  studied  the  operations  of 
this  charity.  They  are  omitted,  not  through  want  of  respect  for 
such  opinions,  coming  as  they  do  from  intelligent  and  disinter- 
ested sources,  but  unavoidably,  for  want  of  space.  The  follow- 
ing abstract  from  a  communication  by  a  physician,  as  eminent  for 
his  philanthropy  as  for  professional  success,  may  serve  as  a 
specimen  of  others,  and  not  be  misplaced  : 

"  I  began  my  practice  fifteen  years  ago,  as  a  Visitor  of  the  poor, 
chiefly  among  the  beneficiaries  of  your  Association.  Pecuniarily 
it  afforded  a  scanty  compensation,  and  at  first  I  found  some  dif- 
ficulty in  living  on  my  income.  But  becoming  deeply  interested 
in  many  of  them  as  a  class,  I  could  not  persuade  myself  to  seek 
a  more  lucrative  practice.  They  paid  me  all  they  could  afford, 
and  I  persevered  amidst  discouragements.  As  years  rolled  by,  I 
found  their  condition  improving,  and  my  own  fortune  with  theirs, 
so  that  in  this  respect  I  have  much  to  be  grateful  for,  and  noth- 
ing to  complain  of — the  satisfaction  meanwhile  of  having  been 
useful  in  my  sphere  to  others,  is  a  higher  reward  than  silver  or 
gold.  Most  of  my  practice  is  still  among  this  class  who  have 
risen  from  poverty  to  comfortable  circumstances,  and  some  of 
them  to  afi%ence.  I  cannot,  however,  forego  my  visits  among 
the  poor,  and  probably  will  not  while  health  and  life  remain. 
Having  strong  faith  in  well-directed  labors  for  their  improve- 
ment and  elevation,  I  send  for  your  encouragement  this  brief 
account  of  my  experience/' 

The  close  of  this  Keport  affords  the  Board  a  fitting  occasion 
to  put  on  record  the  recent  death  of  their  valued  associate,  Mr. 
George  G-riswold,  the  senior  Vice  President  of  this  Association. 
In  performing  this  mournful  duty  they  would  express  their  deep 
sense  of  the  high  moral  worth,  and  public  and  private  virtues, 
which  distinguished  the  deceased,  during  his  long  and  useful  life. 
He  was  among  the  earliest  friends  of  the  Institution,  and  one  of 
its  most  liberal  patrons.  To  his  mature  judgment  and  far- 
reaching  sagacity  it  owed  much  of  its  usefulness  and  efficiency. 
His  personal  labors  in  this  relation  only  yielded  to  the  infirmities 
of  age  ;  and  his  interest  in  sustaining  and  perfecting  this  system 
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of  charity,  ceased  only  with  his  life.  In  his  death,  the  poor  have 
not  only  lost  a  friend,  but  the  community  a  valuable  citizen, 
and  this  Association  one  of  its  most  honored  officers  and  sup- 
porters. 

Should  not  such  an  event,  always  admonitory,  quicken  the 
zeal  and  fidelity  of  those  who  are  still  spared  to  sustain  official 
relations  to  this  Charity  ?  Only  by  acting  promptly  do  we 
make  sure  of  acting  at  all.  "  Be  diligent  !  "  "  Be  faithful !  " 
"  Occupy  till  I  come  !  "  "  And  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life  !  " 
Such  are  the  incentives  to  activity  and  the  endless  reward. 

The  admonition  comes  to  all  on  whom  this  beneficent  work 
lays  its  claims.  And  who  among  us  will  not  admit  them  ? 
Labor  !  give  !  defer  not  ;  for  both  will  soon  be  beyond  your 
power.  Life  is  uncertain  !  irrevocable  !  The  opportunity  for 
benevolent  effort  once  passed  away,  return  and  reparation  are 
alike  impossible.  Friends  of  humanity  !  Around  you  are  the 
sick,  the  suffering,  the  perishing.  Say  not  you  cannot  reach 
them.  This  Association  will  act  as  your  almoner,  and  relieve 
them  in  your  name.  And  when  the  records  of  eternity  are 
opened,  it  will  appear  written  in  letters  of  living  light,  "  Inas- 
much as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my 
brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me/' 
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at  No. 

Member. 
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Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor. 


Visitor's  Order. 

Mr. 
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Please  let 
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in 
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Visitor. 

N.  Y.  Association  for 

Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor. 

Monthly  Report. 

Subjoined  is  a  condensed  plan  of  a  Sectional  Monthly  Return.  The  origi- 
nal occupies  a  large  page  of  foolscap,  with  appropriate  columns,  fifteen  in  num- 
ber, which  enable  Visitors  to  give  the  following  particulars  of  every  family 
relieved.  1st  Name,  residence,  place  of  birth,  sex,  color,  occupation,  time 
in  the  city,  number  in  family,  and  number  of  visits.  2d.  Statements  of  char- 
acter, as  being  temperate  or  intemperate.  3d.  Unavoidable  causes  of  indi- 
gence, such  as  sickness,  infirmity,  or  old  age,  with  space  for  marginal  remarks. 
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Owing  to  inadvertence  in  the  returns  from  some  of  the  Districts,  it  is  feared  that  the  list  of 
Members  may  not  be  perfectly  accurate.  Members  sometimes,  through  mistake,  pay  other  col- 
lectors what  was  designed  for  this  Association.  Occasionally  the  names  of  contributors  are  so 
Illegibly  written,  that  they  are  printed  incorrectly  or  necessarily  omitted.  All  mistakes  or  omis- 
sions of  names  will  be  gladly  corrected  by  applying  at  the  General  Office,  where  such  persons 
may  obtain  the  Annual  Report  and  Directory. 


Astor,  W.  B. 
Astor,  J.  J.  jun. 
Aspinwall,  Wm.  H. 
Aymar  &  Co. 
Alsop,  James  W. 
Alsop,  A.  E.  Mrs. 
Allen,  McLane  &  Bulk- 
ley 

Autlmortt,  Hessenberg 

&  Co. 
Almy,  Patterson  &  Co. 
Adams,  Wm. 
Amsinck,  J.  E. 
Alma. 

Alexander,  R.  H.  & 
Barton. 

Arthur,  Brumill  &  Co. 

Aboy,  J.  A. 

Anderson,  Alex. 

Aikman,  Hugh 

Avery,  John  W. 

Asches,  Henry 

Alvord,  J.  L.  # 

Aymar,  William 

Acker  &  Harris 

Armstrong  &  Dogget 

Appleton  <fc  Co. 

Allen,  McLean  &.  Buck- 
ley 

Anthony,  E. 

Andrews,  Wm.  D. 

Abberly,  John 

Allen,  John 

Arnold,  Constable  &  Co. 
Althause,  S.  B.  &  Co. 
Aitken  &.  Miller 
Ayres,  P.  <fc  Co. 
Aikman,  James 
Althause,  J.  J. 
A.  B. 

Allison,  S. 
Amerman,  C.  II. 
Alden 

Adams  &  Spencer 
Anderson,  Hiram 
Anderson  &  Co. 
Alford,  Edwin  M. 
A.  B. 
Albro,  J. 

Auchincloss,  J.  II. 
Alfred,  S.  M 
Abbatt,  Isaac 
A.  W. 

Abeel,  John  H. 
Arcularious,  A.  M. 
Albro,  S.  V. 
Adriance,  T.  M. 


Anthony  &  Co. 
Arnold,  B.  Q. 
Aspinwall,  James  S. 
Ashton,  (ieorge 
Adland,  George 
Abbott,  G.  D. 
Atterbury,  L. 
Alstyne  John 
Alden,  P. 
Archibald,  E.  M. 
A.  P.  H. 
A ch en back 
Allison,  M. 
Ayers,  Reuben 
Alvord,  A.  A. 
Alexander,  F. 
Arthur,  E.  H. 
A.  G.  H. 
Allerton,  A.  M. 
Allen,  Ira  A. 
Alger,  John 
Allcock,  Mrs. 
Andrews,  Robt.  W. 
Andrews,  R.  L. 
Aguier,  John  B. 
Austen,  J.  W. 
Allay,  Louise 
A.  E.  H. 

Anthon,  Rev.  Doct. 
Atterbury,  Mrs. 
Ashton,  Sarah 
Ashton,  Anna 
A  Friend  to  the  Poor 
A  Friend 
Adams,  J.  L. 
Allen  &.  Rose 
Adler  &  Co. 
Atwater,  W.  A. 
Angevine,  D. 
Arnold,  D.  S. 
Aldrich,  N.  D. 
Aymar,  J.  Q. 
Armstrong,  W.  H. 
Adams,  M.  T. 
Allison,  T.  II. 
Anderson,  Isaac 
Alexander,  Wm. 
Allason.  Wm. 
Allen  W.  C. 
Alley,  J.  T. 
Adams  J.  T. 
Allen,  Horatio 
Abbe,  George  W. 


Brown,  James 
Booman,  J. 


Boorman,  J.  Johnson  & 
Co. 

Babcock,    Brothers  & 
Co. 

Brewer  &  Caldwell 
Baker,  H.  J.  &  Brother 
Butler  Sc  Smith 
Butler,  Charles  E. 
Bacon,  D.  G. 
Brando,  Win.  &  Co. 
Bokee,  H.  J.  &  Broth. 
Bowen,  Robt. 
.Bowen,  Miss 
Burrett,  F. 
Bronson,  Green  C. 
Barnstroffi  II.  &  Co. 
Burgy,  J.  H. 
Baxter,  A. 
Benjamin,  Meigs  D. 
Buckley  &  Moore 
Braergotli,  G.  M. 
Ballm,  E.  J. 
Barney,  Hiram 
Benjamin,  W.  &  Co. 
Becker,  H.  &  Grearo 
B.  <fc.  D.  V. 
Babcock  &  Co. 
Borden,  Wm. 
Barnard  <fc  Cox 
Burgess  <fc  Goddord 
B. 

Cash  1,  1,  1, 
Burkhalter,  S.  R. 
Betts,  William 
Bailey,  T. 
Baldwin  <fe  Stan- 
Bishop,  Victor 
Baldwin,   Studwell  & 

Fisher 
Bodine,  Mrs.  G.  M. 
Barrett,  Nephews  &•  Co. 
Bennett,  M. 
Baldwin,  M.  G. 
Bunce,  Jon.  B. 
Bergemanu,   Althof  <fc 

Co. 
Beebe  &  Co. 
Brooks.  H.  J. 
Bates,  Thomas  II. 
Boker  &  Co. 
Bishop,  Victor 
Browcr,  John  J. 
Banks  &  Rowland 
Brahe,  A.  II .  &  Co. 
Brooks,  E. 
Bunce,  N.  R. 
Bristol,  Thomas 
Badger,  A.  EL 
Brown,  J.  T. 


Blake  <fc  Brown 
Bulpin  &  Co. 
Brown,  N.  &  J. 
Bodine  &  Co. 
Brown,  J. 
Brinkerhotf,  Mrs. 
Black,  J. 
Brown,  J.  II. 
Barnes,  B.  J. 
Bishop,  William 
Boggs,  J. 
Ben,  C. 
Burhans,  S. 
Borsdorf<fc  Co. 
Bonnel,  J.  A. 
Bronson,    Slocum  & 

Hopkins 
Barnard 

Bollen,  Doct.  Jackson 
Bronson,  Miss  Mary 
Bonney,  B.-W. 
Bonnett,  P.  R. 
Benedict,  A.  C. 
Bedell,  Rev.  G.  T. 
Beach,  H.  C. 
Barry,  G.  R. 
Bradford,  Wm. 
Brown,  R.  J. 
Bishop.  Japhet 
Burr,  Mrs.  Isaac 
Bronson,  Mrs.  A. 
Bruce,  George 
Barrele,  George 
Brown,  J.  F. 
Beebe,  W.  R. 
Bedell,  S. 
Bailey,  Thomas 
Baldwin,  II.  M. 
Buchanan,  J.  B. 
Brooks,  J.  T. 
Ball,  \V.  C. 
Burdick,  J.  L. 
Brown,  Walter  M. 
Black,  S.  C. 
Boyd,  J.J. 
Barritt,  W. 
Bannard,  Wai. 
Bogert,  P.  A. 
Bogardus,  A. 
Beekman,  J.  C. 
Black,  A. 
Brown,  Addison 
Bri^irs  A:  Ku-.-.-U 
Bhii;inan,  Henry 

Betnnan,  Christopher 
Brudlong,  Isaac 
B astro f,  Joseph 
Blackford,  V. 
Bainbridge,  T.  P.  As  J. 
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Burnham,  J.  C. 
Brush,  John 
Baxter,  Mrs.  E. 
Brush  6c  Underwood 
Bunn,  VV.  C. 
Boonen,  Graves  &  Co. 
Bull,  Wm.  G. 
Blank 

Brinkerhoff,  VV. 
Blank 

Brush,  Walter  F. 
Brush.  Stephen 
Butler,  W.  Allen 
Blair,  Isaac  W. 
Benkheard,  F. 
Bosher,  Ch.  H. 
Baker,  Jeremiah 
Burdgman,  E.  C. 
Bleecker,  Miss  L. 
Bedell,  Rev.  Dr. 
Beach,  Theodore 
Benjamin,  E.  M. 
Bridgeport,  L. 
Baines,  A.  C. 
Barnard,  J.  G.,  U.  S.N. 
Boorman,  James  A. 
Beers,  Abner 
Bronson,  O.,  M.  D. 
Bruen,  A  M. 
Brown,  James  M. 
Brady,  A.  C. 
Betts,  Geo.  F. 
Brown,  Stewart 
Bell,  Mrs.  Sarah 
B.  Mrs.  by  Rev.  J.  Or- 
chard 
Brown,  R. 
Bruen,  Harman 
Barnard,  J.  G. 
Barkley,  J.  T. 
Beers,  A. 

Benschoten,  J.  V. 
Blackwell  &  Brothers 
Bryant,  William 
Boos,  Richard 
Beckwith,  J. 
Brown  <fc  Sprague 
Bokee  6c  Co. 
Broadhead  &  Storom 
Bradley  6c  Brother 
Bartholomew,  E. 
Borger,  J. 
Bridget  &  Co. 
Burgur  &  ilurlbut 
Brundage,  J. 
Burdt  6c  Co. 
Bass,  S.  W. 
Brown,  J.  II. 
Bradford,  G.  P 
Bennett,  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Bosworth,  Joseph 
Balen,  Peter 
Boorman,  Robt. 
Bowne,  Richard 
Bleecker,  Mis.  Jane 
Brown,  Paul  S. 
Brett,  G.  A. 
Belmont,  August 
Ball,  Black  6c  Co. 
Beadel.  H. 
Borst,  John  B. 
Bishop,  Mr.  6c  Mrs.  N. 
Beers,  J.  D. 
Brooks,  Joshua 
Burnham,  G.  W. 
Babcock  6c  Milnor 
Butler,  Charles 
Bradley,  John 
Butler,  B.  F.  jun. 
Brevort,  Misa 
Brokau,  Joseph 


Brady,  W.  V. 
Bates,  Martin,  jun. 
Baxter,  George 
Bacon  &  Hyde 
Bell,  George 
Butler,  H.  B 
Bell,  E.  R. 
Baylis,  Henry 
Bryce,  J. 
Bensel,  Mrs.  B. 
Bensel,  Mrs.  Mary 
Baldwin,  Henry 
Brady,  Mrs. 
Bulkley,  D. 
Babcock,  Mrs. 
Bryant,  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Bogert,  H.  K. 
Buell,  J. 

Bogert,  Cornelius 
Burkhalter,  Charles 
Bernheimer,  J.  6c  S. 
Breatn,  James 
Browning,  Theo. 
Brush,  Piatt 
Bell,  Jno. 
Bush,  R.  J. 
Burkhalter,  S. 
Blair,  Hugh  W. 
Bowmann,  S.  S. 
Bull,  H.  K. 
Barmour 
Bogardus,  C.  R. 
Bull,  P.  H. 
Banta,  S. 
Benson,  C.  L. 
Bogert,  J.  C. 
Brodil,  John 
Brownell,  J.  S. 
Burnton 
Bush,  II.  P. 
Brown,  Mr. 
Buxton,  E.  S. 
Bartlett,  Abner 
Barlow,  S.  L.  M. 
Banow,  Mr. 
Burrell,  S. 
Benedict,  A.  C. 
Barnes,  J.  N. 
Breunan,  Owen  W. 
Benedict,  R.  W. 
Burt,  Edwin  C. 
Bogart,  S.  G. 
Brings,  A.  T. 
Buhler,  D. 
Birdsall,  Hosea 
Belknap,  E.  S. 
Bulkley,  C. 
Barstow 
Barrow,  H.  H. 
Baker,  Dobel 
Barrow,  Henry 
Bawn,  Mrs.  John 
Brower,  A brain 
Birdsall,  S. 
Blackstone,  W. 
Booth,  W.  T. 
Berrian,  J.  <fc.  C. 
Beekman  6c  Co. 
Banta,  Wm. 
Baxter.  J.  C. 
Brady.  Alfred 
Bartholomew,  J.  R. 
Brode,  G. 
Bloomfield,  W. 
Berry,  Samuel 
Boss^  Francis 
Bootman,  Mr. 
Bontican,  F. 
Beeby,  Mrs. 
Boggs,  J.  L.  6c  Co. 
Boice,  J. 


Bradley,  Wm.  C. 
Benton  6c  Smith 
Baldwin,  Luther 
Belgen,  J. 
Brown.  Nathan 
Burck,  Thos.  H. 
Broome  St. 
Bracken,  James 
Brinkerhotf,  Wm. 
Barbour,  Wm. 
Brommer,  John 
Boyd,  Daniel 
Beudernoyel,  John 
Brown,  E.  D. 
Brings,  J.  II. 
Billings,  S.  D. 
Bennett,  Mr. 
Bartholomew,  F.  II. 
Burchard,  James 
Boyd,  John  S. 
Boyd,  Mrs.  John  S. 
Boyce,  Gerardus 
Barnes,  D. 
Barbour.  John  M. 
Bell,  William 
Bensen,  J.  A. 
Burkhalter,  R, 
Beers,  Mrs.  C. 
Bloodgood,  Matthew 
Barrett,  J.  G. 
Ball,  J.  A. 
Betts,  George 
Beyer,  G.  W. 
Bishop,  G.  W. 
Bradley,  W.  C. 
Branton,  Wm. 
Ballantine,  G.  W. 
Brush,  W.  A. 
Bogardus,  Wm. 
Bogart,  Wm. 
Burgess,  O.  O.,  M.  D. 
Bristol.  Thos. 
Brinkerhotf,  R.  S. 
Boyd,  John 
Brutf,  Rich.  P. 
Blake,  Mr. 
Brown,  J.  Potts 
Berdew,  William 
Butler,  Richard 
Bulen,  J.  H. 
Brennan,  James  H. 
Brown,  E.  F. 
Bucken,  Edward 
Bertine,  P.  G. 
Boyce,  Nelson 
Beaty,  D.  L. 
Bigelow,  J.  R. 
Brien,  James 
Brown,  H. 
Bishop,  J.  W. 
Bailey,  Thomas 
Baldwin,  II.  M. 
Buchanan,  J.  B. 
Brooks.  J.  T. 
Ball,  W.  C. 
Burdick,  J.  L. 
Brown,  Walter  M. 
Black,  3.  C. 
Bogardus,  Wm. 
Bird.  Matthew 
Baldwin.  J.  L. 
Belloni,  L.  J. 
Burr,  John 
Bibbins  W.  B.,  M.D. 
Belcher,  E.  R.,  M.D. 
Balen,  Peter 
Baldwin,  J.  C. 
Benedict,  E.  C. 
Betts,  George 


C 

Currier,  Nathaniel 
Courtelyou,  P.  C. 
Chamberlain,  C. 
Curtis,  H.  A. 
Cohill,  J. 
Collamore,  E. 
Cohill,  J. 
Cockron 
Chatellier,  J. 
Copcutt,  J.  B. 
Coit,  H. 
Clift,  Mrs. 

Cornell,  Mrs.  George 
Cameron,  Mrs. 
Cander,  Mrs. 
Crossman,  Miss 
Cheesman,  Oscar 
Colden,  Miss 
Campbell,  Robt. 
Curtis,  P.  A. 
Curtis,  Joseph 
Church,  Chs.  M. 
Conklin,  W.  L 
Chevalier,  J.  D. 
Craighead,  R. 
Crawford,  J.  P. 
Con  over,  S. 
Clark, H. 
Crane,  Thos. 
Coger,  Daniel 
Carson,  Joseph 
Cauldwell,  Mrs.  E. 
Cromwell,  William 
Christopher,  Wm.  H. 
Christopher,  R. 
Cauldwell,  H.  W. 
Collis,  Wm.  E. 
Cromwell,  Edward 
Clark,  M. 
Chichester,  Mrs. 
Clayton,  A. 
Cragin,  E.  T. 
Cludius,  Charles 
Clark,  James 
Clark,  S.  C. 
Crane,  J.  B. 
Cornell,  J.  B. 
Cook,  John 
Carman,  W.  H. 
Cropsey,  J. 
Cape,  Jno.  L. 
Cape,  Hannah  M. 
Cramn,  W. 
Cockcroft,  Mrs. 
Cranmer,  Mrs. 
Cramm,  Mrs. 
Cramm 
Cramn,  Mr. 
Clyde 
Curtis 

Cornish,  John 
Conger.  John 
Cook,  James  H. 
Correja,  Capt.  J. 
Carpenter,  J.  W.  &  W. 
Clark,  James 
Chapin,  L. 
Chichester,  L. 
Contoit,  John  II. 
Calhoun,  Mrs. 
Chambers,  Thos.  H. 
Cox,  Mrs. 
Christy,  Thomas 
Clarkson,  Floyd, 
Cronstant,  Saml.  S. 
Carlin,  John 
Camp,  EL  N. 
Cowl,  James 
Cock,  E. 


1859.] 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS. 


77 


Cock,  Geo.  E. 
Caley,  Cornelius 
Cuthett,  I. 
Crosby,  Howard 
Carter,  Walter 
Clark,  T.  J.  G. 
Clark,  Joshua  A. 
Crawford,  G.  &  S. 
Chafer,  M. 
Craigg,  J.  J. 
Carson,  Mrs.  Samuel 
Clark,  Mr. 

Cameron,  Mrs.  Jane' 
Clarkson.  D.  jr. 
Crooks,  Ramsey 
Collins,  H. 
Carle,  John,  jr. 
Coe.  D.  B. 
Coffin,  Mrs.  W.  L. 
Crumbie.  J. 
Cash,  G  T.  T. 
Crane,  Theo. 
Carter.  Robert 
Cash,  H.  M. 
Cooper,  Edward 
Cutting,  R.  L. 
Cooper,  Peter 
Cutting.  F.  B. 
Colgate,  Mrs.  George 
Cheeseborough,  Mrs. 
Mary 

Cheever,  Rev.  Geo.  B. 
Colgate,  Robert 
Clapp,  W. 
Coe,  Charles  A. 
Cash,  C.  P . 
Campbell,  John 
Campbell,  J.  D.  Mrs, 
Cook,  Eben  C. 
C.  A.  B. 

Coggeshall,  S.  M. 
Cash,  r.  M. 
Close,  A. 
Cornell.  S.  M. 
Cook,  William 
Cohen,  S.  N.  &  B. 
Compte,  W.  L. 
Cohen  <fc  Lazarfis 
Condit  &  Jennings 
Cunningham,  Frost  & 
Co. 

Cornell  <fc  Amerman 
Cromwell,  II. 
Carpenter,  R. 
Cummings  <fc  Seaman 
Cochran,  J. 

Carter ,  Stewart,  <fc  Co. 
Corlies,  J.  W.  <fc  Co. 
Catlin,  D.  W. 
Cuming,  T.  B. 
Christie.  Mrs.  Albert 
Cooke,  Win. 
Clarke,  G.  W. 
Cobb,  N.  J. 
Coles,  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Clark,  R.  S. 
Cornell,  S.  B. 
Campbell,  Samuel 
Camerden,  J. 
Camerden,  J.  II.,  jr. 
Crane,  D.  B. 
Crosby,  Wm.  B. 
Caswell,  I. 
Chauncey  Henry 
Coolidge  6c  Young 
Coleman,  W.  T. 
Christ,  Jay  6c  Hess 
Cunard,  E. 
Chauncev,  William 
Cotheal  &  Co. 
Cougrisery,  F.  &.  Co. 
Curtis,  L-  B. 


Chonteau,  P.  jr. 
Coit,  J. 

Condit  Sc  Noble 
Cobb,  Martin  &  Co. 
Caesar  &  Pauli 
Camp  6c  Phillips 
Cordukes,  I. 
Cash,  B. 
Cash,  C. 
Crawford,  E.  M. 
Cram,  Henry  A. 
Cobb  &  Herriman 
Cramer,  Abegg,  &  Mc 

Closkey 
Cash,  A.  F. 
Cash,  Mc  C. 
Cooley 
Cash,  W. 
Cash,  C. 
Cox  &  Derry 
Cash,  B. 
Cash,  G.M. 
Cash,  R. 
Cash,  F.  M. 
C arrow,  Charles 
Colgate,  Charles  C. 
Corning,  H.  K. 
Cooper  6c  Fellows 
Congreve,  Ch.  &,  Son 
Coates,  Jos.  H.  , 
Cash,  S.  M. 
Christal  6c  Donahue 
Cash,  G.  H. 
Confroy,  Jones 
Cash,  F.  C. 
Caldwell,  R. 
Cash,  a  Friend 
Cronin,   Huxthal  &. 

Sears. 
Codington,  T.  B. 
Cobb,  Mr. 
Cornell,  Wm.  W. 
Cronin,    Huxthal  &. 

Sears,  (blankets) 
Carlough,  Henry 
Carhart,  F.  F. 
Coleman,  E.  W. 
Creighton  &  Edwards 
Cumings.  Thos. 
Coulter,  Samuel 
Chesebro,  A. 
Carpenter  6c  Randolph 
Chamberliu,  E. 
Cushing,  P. 
Cook,  Edward 
Cumings,  A. 
Cristie,  P.  R. 
Chesterman 
Clark,  Thomas 
Corning,  W.  B. 
Currie,~G.  E. 
Christy,  Moses 
Conover,  Daniel 
Calhoun,  Walter 
Clark,  B.  F. 
Clauson,  John  M. 
Carpenter,  Alpheus 
Cargill,  Henry  H. 
Carson,  John  C. 
Chambers,  B.  T. 
Cook, John 
Carey,  Lorenzo 
Cornell.  F.dwin 
Oornwell,  Richard 
Conway,  David 
Carter,  Peter 
Campbell,  S. 
Canfield,  A.  T. 
Coutant,  Peter 
Chambers,  Thomas 
Carpenter,  S.  S. 
Clark,  W. 


Cristie,  Benj. 
Cash  from  Blankets, 
Cook,  George 
Cash,  Mr. 
Carey,  W.  F. 
Cushman,  M.  H. 
Coddington,  Mrs. 
Chattield,  L  S. 
Carry,  W.  F. 
Cooper,  Brothers, 
Clark,  W.  M. 
Chandler,  N. 
Civill,  A. 
Campbell,  A. 
Cheesman,  T.  M. 
Cox,  Rev.  Richard 
Comer,  W.  C. 
Cash,  G.  H. 
Craig,  A. 
Campbell,  G.  W. 
Case,  A.  S. 
Chapin,  G.  S. 
Chamberlin,  J.  F. 
Cudlipp,  R.  II. 
Curtis,  Mrs.  M. 
Clark,  David 
Clark,  M. 
Crane,  David  B. 
Collins,  S.  B. 
Clark,  L.  C. 
Chamberlin,  W.  L. 
C. 

Constant,  J.  A. 
Cockran  S.  6c  Co. 
Cockran,  Samuel 
Cockran,  Ch.  P. 
Cockran,  Thos. 
Colden,  Miss 
Crosby,  John  C. 
Collins,  Stacy  B. 
Clarke,  John 
Cash,  through  Br.  Br.  & 
Co. 

Callender,  Wm. 
Clarkson,  Miss  E.  Jane 
Christern,  F.  W. 
Campbell,  D.  P. 
Carpenter,  George 
Cock,  Dr.  Thomas 
Clark,  Rev.  F.  G. 
Chauncey,  Henry  jun. 
Chandler,  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Cook,  Rev.  R.  S. 
Cook,  Thos.  F.  M.  D. 
Cleveland  N. 
Cleveland,  A.  E. 
Cornell.  C.  R. 
Caldwell  Wm.  A, 
Cauldwell  E. 
Collins  6c  Co. 
Chester,  W.  W.  * 
Cassidy,  James 
Cox,  Andrew,  (shoes) 
Carpenter,  Joseph 
Crane,  David  B. 
Clark,  W.  A. 
Clark,  A.  H. 
Clark,  B.  F. 
Carpenter,  D.  H. 
Collins,  J.  B. 
Conover,  Stephen  P. 
Cutter,  Stephen 
Cornell,  M. 
Cowl,  James 
Cooper,  Peter 
Camp,  Rev.  Amzi 


Duncan,  Sherman  6c  Co. 
Derkham  6c  Co. 


Dayton,  Spraguc  &.  Co. 
Dole,  Nathaniel 
Dixon,  Thomas 
Dibbtee,  W<-rk  6c  Moore 
Dibblee,  II.  E.  6c  Co. 
Dike  Brothers, 
Dutilh  6c  Co. 
Dowe,  David  A.  <fe  Co. 
Daubmann,  C.  F.  6c  Co. 
Decoppct  6c  Co. 
D.  C. 

Drake  <fc  Carter, 
Dawson,  B.  F, 
Dibblee,  Work  6c  Moore 
Durand,  John  Sc  Co. 
Dayton,  J  II. 
Danforrh,  E.  J. 
Dougherty,  N. 
Dodge  &  Colville 
Dayton,  W.  P. 
Davies,  John  M.&  Co. 
Davenport,  I.  S. 
Droz,  II.  E. 
Doubleday  6c  Beak, 
Dillon,  Robert 
Dodd.  F. 
Douglass,  C. 
Dubois.  F.  6c  Co. 
Dodge,  S.  N. 
Dougherty  6c  Pearson, 
Dalrymple,  A. 
Drummond  6c  Co. 
Derbv  &  Co. 
Dellroys,  F. 
Douglass,  B.  <fe  Co. 
Dayton  &  Gilder, 
Dennison,  Thomas 
Dennistoun,  William 
Davis,  S. 
Duryee,  Jacob 
Davis,  C. 

Douglass,  Duncan 
Demarest  6c  Middleton, 
Dusenbury,  James 
Dickie,  P. 
Dowe,  Henry  F. 
Denny,  J.  S. 
David 

Donelson,  Robert 
Dodey,  S. 
Devoe,  D.  W. 
Dodge,  Eliza  P. 
Dow,  John  J. 
Dent.  Mr. 
Dunscomb 
Dolan,  P. 

Dwight,  John  &  Co. 
Dixon,  James 
Dodd,  John  M. 
Downing,  A.  C. 
Delamater,  John 
Denham,  John 
Dickinson,  Henry 
Dennison.  S.  D. 
DeForest.  Wm.  W. 
DeLuce,  Mr. 
Doniddson,  Mrs. 
Dawsou,  B.  F. 
DuBois  &  Vandervoot, 
Delntield,  Edward 
Davidson,  C.  A. 
DeCoppet  &.  Co. 
D.  A.  &.  Co. 
DeForest,  R.  A. 
Davis,  Charles 
Dunlap,  Mrs. 
Donation. 
Dillon  Robert 
Douglass,  C.  S. 
Dilinger,  C. 
Douglass,  George 
Douglass,  William 


78 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS. 


[1859. 


Doscher,  D. 
Degraw,  John 
Dow,  Aug.  F. 
Denison,  0.  jr. 
DeCamp,  A.  L. 
Demerest,  Abrm. 
Demerest,  C. 
Durbron,  W. 
Douglass,  D. 
Dowling,  J. 
D arrow,  Daniel 
Dodge,  Mr. 
Dodge,  Wm.  L. 
Deleplaine,  Mr?. 
Deleplaine,  Mr. 
DeAngelis,  G. 
Dickerson,  M. 
Darling,  W.  A. 
Dyer,  Thomas 
Dehon,  T. 
Dauberry,  Susan 
Devlin,  C. 
Denison,  W. 
Dorale,  A.  J. 
Davis,  Mrs.  Cath.  Dis- 

brow 
Dutcher,  John 
Donaldson,  James 
Down,  T.  W. 
Dixon  Wm.  B. 
Dibblee,  Mrs  F. 
Demarest,  J.  for  Dowly, 
Dean,  Mrs.  S.  H. 
Douglass,  George 
DeForre6t,  George  B. 
DePeyster  James  F. 
Dennison  Rev.  M. 
Day,  C. 

Dimmick,  Charlotte 
Donald,  P. 

Draper,  Clark  &  Co. 
Dubois,  Doet. 
DeRuyter,  Mr.  &  Mrs 
Detmold,  Wm.  M.,  M.D. 
DeWitt,  Rev.  Thomas, 

D.  D. 
Depeyster,  Fred. 
Davis,  Gilbert 
Demarest,  James 
Duff,  James 
Dalrymple,  A.  P.;  M.  D. 
Doughty,  A.  II. 
Dak  in,  C.  P. 
Donald,  James 
Dow,  John  J. 
Dyson,  Jos. 
Dargavel,  John 
Deems,  H.  W. 
Duncan,  Francis 
Davis,  James 
Denny,  Thomas 
Darling,  Charles  C. 


Ely,  Ambrose  K. 
Edgar,  Newbold 
Ely,  Z.  S. 

Eastman,  Bigelow  & 
Dayton 

Eastman,  A.  L. 

Evarts,  Wm.  M. 

Edniiston,  Brother 

Ellery,  Windt  &  Hoff- 
man 

Ewen,  John 

Edgerton  L.  &  Dunning 

Egleeton,  Battell  &  Co. 

Eno,  A.  R. 

Ely,  A.  S. 

Evans.  Kob't  C. 


Earle,  Mrs. 
Enmans 
Eversley,  Chas. 
Eld  ridge,  Daniel 
Everitt,  C.  L. 
Epstein,  Julius 
Easton,  C. 
Easton,  Ch.  A. 
Edgar,  W. 
Evarts,  W.  M. 
Edgar,  James  A. 
Edson,  Tracy  R. 
Elder,  Mrs. 
Elliott,  Jno. 
Eagle,  Mrs. 
E.  P. 
E.  H.  S. 

Ev^rson,  Henry 
Elsworth,  H. 
Edwards,  Rob't 
Earl,  A.  S. 
Endicott,  Mrs. 
Engs,  P.  W. 
Earl,  David  M. 
Endicott,  F. 
Earl:  John  H. 
Embury,  A. 
Emmet,  R. 
Edwards,  A. 
Earle.  John  H. 
Easton,  Mrs.  C.  A. 
Elder,  G.  W. 
Ellsworth,  E. 
Egleston,  Thos. 
Edgar,  Alex. 
Elmendorf,  J.  J. 
Estwick,  Henry 
Eager,  W.  B.,  M.  D. 
Endicott,  John. 
Eager,  Peter,  M.  D. 
Elliott,  E. 
Edmonds,  Richard 
Ellis,  N. 
Earl,  Steven  K. 
Ennis,  Wm. 
Edward,  jr.  "Walter 


Faile,  E.  G  &  T.  H. 
Ferguson,  John 
Fielder,  Ernest 
Ferguson  &  Grain 
Finn,  A.  T.  &  Co. 
Fuller.  Dudley  B. 
Fox  &  Polhamus 
Fischer  &  Keller 
Faber,  G.  W. 
Fosdick,  Mrs.  C.  B. 
Fellows  <fc  Co. 
Fellows,  L.  S.  &  Schell 
Field,  Cyrus  W. 
Francis  &  Loutrel 
Fogir,  W.  H. 
Fischell,  J.  A.  &  Von 

Stade 
Frisbie,  M.  A. 
Frasee,  Peter  A. 
Furnald  <fe  Weed 
Fellows,  Hoffman  &  Co. 
Finch,  R.  R.  &  Co. 
Friend. 
Foster,  S. 
Friend 
Fox,  Charles 
Fish,  Daniel 
Fanning,  Solomon 
Finch,  A. 
Fieldman,  J.  G. 
Forbes,  Miss 
Francis,  Mrs.  W. 


Fox,  P.  N. 
Ferris,  N. 
Frost,  H. 
Farland,  M. 
Fowler,  W.  R, 
Floyd,  B.  W. 
Foulke,  Thomas 
Fraser,  Edward  A. 
Field,  Rob't  W. 
Forgay,  William 
Fox,  Jacob 
Floyd  &  Davis 
Fair,  Robert 
Forester,  Charles 
Fenner,  Edward 
French,  L. 
Franklin,  Moms 
Fancher,  E.  L. 
Francis,  W.  A. 
Fitch,  D.  M. 
Faikler,  D.  M. 
Fisher,  John  T. 
Fry,  C.  M. 
Fawcett,  F. 
Foulke,  J. 
Francis,  C.  S. 
Freeman,  S. 
Field,  D.  D. 
Freeman,  E.  V. 
Fishty,  Mrs 
Frasee,  Abm. 
Fairbanks,  D. 
Freeman,  Nath. 
Field,  Benj.  H. 
Fiske,  J.  M. 
Fuller,  Mrs. 
Flash,  Edward 
T.  M. 
Fairly,  T. 
Frost,  Wm.  J. 
Fuller,  Mrs. 
Fulton,  George 
Friend 
Friend 

Fowler,  John  N. 
Friend,  A 
Fleming,  J.  B. 
Furguson,  E. 
Furguson,  E.  T. 
Friend,  A.  J.  P. 
For  the  Poor 
Fargo,  Thos.  &  Co. 
Fairbanks  &  Co. 
Faye,  Williams  &  Co. 
Foster  &  Chandler 
Fisk,  Buckly 
Few,  Mrs.  C. 
Fleming;  Augustus 
Farrett,  A.  D. 
Fleet,  J.  J. 
Fisher,  Daniel 
Fox,  Jacob 
Florentine,  Ab. 
Fowler,  D.  S. 
Foggin,  John 
Friedgen,  H. 
Fieldman,  J.  G.  W. 
Fielding,  George 
Falcanor,  E. 
Fowler,  D.  S. 
Freeman,  J.  V. 
French,  Daniel 
Forrest,  William 
Fleet,  S. 


Griswold,  George 
Griswold,  George  jun. 
Grosvenor,  M.  A. 
Griswold,  Mrs.  John 


Goodhue  &  Co. 
Galway,  Ca6ado  6c  Tel- 
ler 

Gilman,  W.  S. 

Gillespie,  Dean  6c  Co. 

Gelpcke,  Keutgen  & 
Reichelt 

Gihon  &  Co. 

Gair,  Henry  W. 

Gordon,  Robert 

Galway,  Casado  &  Tel- 
ler 

Grant  6c  Barton 
Giro  &,  Francia 
Gordon,  Fellows  &  Mc- 
Millan 
Gross  &  March 
Grund  6c  Westervelt 
Gilman,  Samuel 
Gilman,  W.  C. 
Gordon,  Talbot  6c  Co. 
Greene,  J.  W. 
Gilbert,  Henry 
Gilbert,  C. 
Gurney,  J. 
Guthrie,  J.  B. 
Goll  6c  Anderson 
Gibson,  Wood 
Gemmel,  J. 
Gurney,  "Wm. 
Gaines,  S.  N. 
Green,  Charles 
Gray,  J. 
Goff,  Caroline 
Grey,  Warren  C. 
Grasset,  Lawny 
Gross,  Michael 
Grover,  Baker  &  Co. 
Gall  &  Son 
Green,  Richard 
Gedney,  S. 
G.  S.  6c  Co. 
Graham,  Mrs. 
Griffin,  H.  E. 
Gordon,  Robert 
Gurnell 
Glockhn 
Glover 
Gerow 

Gilchrist,  G.  W. 
Guion,  W.  II. 
Givan,  Thos.  G. 
Greene,  M.  E. 
Givan,  Mrs. 
Gall,  A.  H.  &  Co. 
Griffin,  George 
Gomez,  Wallis  6c  Co. 
Grant  6c  Barton 
Gibbes,  R.  M. 
Gallatin,  A.  R. 
Gunther,  C.  Godfrey 
Gunning,  T.  B. 
Greeley,  Horace 
Garcia,  R. 
Gibson,  Miss  Acnes 
Gibbes,  Mrs.  T.  S. 
Graham,  J.  C. 
Groesbeck  &.  Hoyt 
Greenlief,  Joseph 
Groshon 
George,  J. 
Guire,  Christopher 
Gillespie,  James 
Green,  C.  John 
Grant,  D. 
Gilbert,  Clinton 
Grafton,  J.  jr. 
Green,  Ashbei 
(irillin,  H. 
Goodman,  R. 
G.  C. 

Good,  George 


1859.] 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS. 


79 


Glover,  Charles  S. 
Gamble,  R. 
Guest,  F.  B. 
Gardner  &  Briscoe 
Gray,  John 
Gillilan,  E.  II. 
G.  T. 

Greene,  M.  E. 

Gillet,  Rev.  Mr.,  per  F. 

B.  Wightman 
Gould,  J.  B. 
Goodrich,  S.  G. 
G.  C.  U. 

Green,  Mrs.  Mary  &  L. 
Garretson,  Francis  T. 
Green,  Horace,  M.  D. 
Giraud,  Mrs.  I.  M. 
Gilsey  6c  Co. 
Gilbert,  R.  L. 
Giles,  Andrew 
Glimm  &  Korner 
Gourd  6c  Freres 
Goddard  6c  Co. 
Graydon  &  Co. 
Gallatin,  James 
Gelston,  Maltby 
Gouldy,  Francis 
Geer,  Darius 
Gibb,  Henry 
Gleason,  D.  C. 
Gardiner,  O. 
Goodell,  A. 
Greenough,  J.  J. 
Gallahan,  John 
Gregory,  Joseph 
Gibson, Isaac 
Green,  C. 


II 

Hewitt  6c  Co. 
Howland,    Joseph,  for 

Self  and  Mrs.  H. 
Hewlett,  Joseph 
Hoe,  P.  S. 

Heckscher,  Chas.»A.  & 
Co. 

Howland,  Meredith 

Hopkins,  Henry 

Hutton,  B.  II. 

Henry,  Joshua  J. 

Henrys,  Smith,  6c 
Townsend 

Haslehurst  6c  Smith 

Hotfman  6c  Ten  Broeck 

Haight,  D.  G. 

Haskell,  Merrick  &.  Bull 

Hoffman,  L.  M. 

Hamilton,  A.  jr. 

Haight,  D.  H. 

Herckcnrath  6c  Schnei- 
der 

Huycraft  6c  Co. 
Hubbard,  N.  T.  6c  Sons 
Hendricks  6c  Brother 
Hunhard  &  Co. 
Hargous,  Brother 
Hand,  Daniel 
Hasbrouck,  J.  A.  H. 
Hurlbut  &  Co. 
Hawkins,  Logan  6c  Co. 
Heydecker,  J. 
Hammond,  Samuel 
Hoguet  6c  Boell 
Hosford,  T.  J. 
Hutchinson,  William 

oyt,  Brother 

all,  A.  A.  &  Co. 

nviland,  Bro.  6c  Co. 

aight,  Richard  &  Co. 
Hydes,  I.  E.  6c  Sons 


Hawley,  II. 

Hewitt,  Abram  S. 

Hughes,  Dupuy  6c  Cre- 
hange 

Hard  6c  Carson 

Hewitt,  Wm. 

Hen  ricks,  C.  F.  A. 

Hill,  Thos.  6c  Co, 

Halsey,  Wm.  &  Co. 

Hoppock,  J.  &  Co. 

Hunter,  James 

Hobsen,  J  .C. 

Hoyt,  John,  W.  &  Co. 

Hayes,  O.  J. 

Hills,  S.  C. 

Haef  &  Schaeppi 

Heitkamp  L. 

Heusman  &  Co. 

Hobby,  J.  T. 

Hinman,  Wm.  K. 

Hart,  J. 

Hyatt,  Geo.  E. 

Hall,  A. 

Hart,  Solomon 

Hurlbut,  S. 

Harmes,  H. 

Henrey,  L.  B. 

Henry,  Mrs.  P. 

Harris  &  Co. 

Hoyt  6c  Co, 

Houghton  &,  Brother 

Hutchinson  &  Wicker- 
sham 

Hosack,  A.  P. 

Holmes,  Samuel  H. 

Howland,  B.  J. 

Hall,  Henry  C. 

Henry,  Philip,  jr. 

Haley  6c  Sayre 

Hone,  H. 

Hodgkins 

Henderson  &  Kirkland 

liegeman  6c  Co. 

Hoagland,  J.  M. 

Hasen,  A. 

Harms,  H. 

Hall,  Ruckell  &  Co. 

Hatch  &  Co. 

Hardenburgh,  John  A. 

Hoppock  6c  Co. 

Hopkins  &  Brother 

Hall,  II. 

Herman  &  Co. 

Hopkins,  H.  &  J. 

Hall 

Hull 

Hustace,  I.  D. 
Hoose,  F. 
Hawkins 
Halsted,  C. 
Hoppock.  Ely 
Holden,  Horace 
Howes,  A. 
Hcrrick,  J.  B. 
Holmes,  S.  H. 
Hunter.  Galen,  M.  D. 
Hatch,  D. 
Hearn,  Geo.  A. 
Hegeman,  F.  A. 
Hatch,  C.  B. 
Hayes,  W.  II. 
Hearn,  James  H. 
Hadden,  J.  A. 
Hoadley,  D. 
Holmes,  L.  II. 
Hobson,  G.  G. 
Havemyer,  W.  H. 
Hivermyer,  T.  C. 
Heath,  Wyncoop  6c  Co. 
Hamilton,  M.  W. 
Hawley,  Oscar  T. 
Hoyt,  L.  M. 


Henrique8,  M.  G. 
Herder,  N.  D. 
Harrison,  Henry 
Harrison,  George 
Hay,  Dewitt  C. 
Harrison,  James 
Hurd,  J.  R. 
Haber 

Higgins,  L.  6c  J. 
Hctiden,  J.  T. 
Halsey,  Van  Dewater 
Higgins,  D.  C. 
Hiedlback,  M. 
Haddock,  J.  R. 
Hays,  John 
Holley,  A.  T. 
Hoe,  R.  C. 
Hume,  Thos. 
Haines 
Hart,  W. 

Hinton,  W.  C.  Doct. 
Hepam,  James  B. 
Harral,  James 
Harbeck,  W.  H. 
Hone,  Robert  S. 
Hustace 
Harper,  John 
Hoffman,  Miss  M. 
Hyatt,  Mrs.  L. 
Harper,  J.  W.  jr. 
Holworthy,  W,  T. 
Houghton,  G.  H. 
Hull,  C.  W. 
Hull,  C.  C. 
Hallenbeck,  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Haynes,  H.  W. 
Hepburn,  J.  C. 
Harris,  George 
Harris,  Wm.  S. 
Hunt,  W.  G.  &  Co. 
Hall,  N.  G. 
Hamersley,  J.  W 
Hamersley,  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Halstead,  W.  H. 
Howes,  R.  W. 
Hoffman,  S.  V. 
Hall,  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Holdich,  Rev.  Joseph 
Hyatt,  Wm.  H. 
Hall,  Miss  C. 
Harsen,  Jacob,  M.  D. 
Hosack,  A.  E.,  M.  D. 
Harvey,  Mrs.  Mary 
Hoyt,  G.  P.  B. 
Haight,  E.  R. 
Hanford,  P. 
Harmon,  P.  C. 
Harmon,  A.  G. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hewlett,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Hall,  H. 
Herne,  Mr. 
Henry,  Robert 
Hasbrook,  Benj. 
Houser  6c  Son 
Hoffman 
Hill,  M.  L. 
Hyer,  Mrs. 
Hunt 

Haviland,  Mrs. 
Henry,  John  G. 
Horn,  James 
Haff,  D. 
Hyatt,  Wm.  II. 
Hulse,  Daniel 
Haley,  Sarah  A. 
Hill,  Wm.  J. 
Hoes  &  Co. 
Halfcey,  S.  R. 
Hutchens,  John 
Haight,  E.  M. 
Hoey,  Peter 


Holstein,  John 
Hawes,  L.  F. 
Howe  6c  Ferry 
Hawkins,  A.  &  Co. 
Hyatt,  Geo.  E.  L. 
Howland,  S.  II. 
Hegeman,  John 
Henderson,  P.  S. 
Hallock,  Wm.  H. 
Horsneld,  T.  W.  M.  D. 
Hunter,  C.  E. 
Hutchinson,  B. 
Huestis,  Simpson 
Holland,  Wm.  D. 
Harris,  John 
Horton,  J.  B. 
Howell,  Daniel 
Hatt,  George 
Haughton,  Wm.  A. 
Huse,  John  li. 
Howell,  M.  H. 
Hanson,  John 
Holland,  J.  M. 
Huylar,  James  S. 
Hutchinson,  J. 
Hunt,  Wm.  S. 
Hasbrouck,  Jno.  L. 
Hance,  Revo.  C. 
Hewitt,  J.  C. 
Hitchcock,  Mrs. 
Ilallender,  A. 
Hutchins,  Waldo 
Hackley,  C.  B. 
Hardt,  Richard 
Hasbrock,  G.  D. 
H.  R. 

Hidden,  E. 
Hull  &  Anralls 
Halsted,  A.  L. 
Hall,  Valentine  G. 
Harriot,  J.  A. 
Hallock,  L.,  M.  D. 
Halstead,  P.  S. 
Hunt,  Wilson  G.  6c  Co. 
Hoc,  R.  &  C. 
H.  A.  &  C. 
Herring,  S.  C. 
Hopkins,  Lucius 
Hoyt,  Edwin 
Holden  J.  C.  6c  Co, 
Hubbell,  H.  W. 
Huges,  C.  A. 
Holmes  &  Co. 
Hamilton,  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Hayden,  Nathaniel 
Hone,  P. 
Hyatt,  E. 
Horton,  R. 
Howard,  N.  jr. 
Higgins,  J.  J.,  M.  D. 
Horn,  James 
Hepburn,  J.  C,  M.D. 
Hayter,  Richard 


I  &  J 

Johnson.  John  J. 
Iselan,  A.  6c  Co. 
Jaffray,  J.  R.  6c  Sons 
Johnson,  II.  A. 
I.  C.  H. 
J.  B.  B. 
J.  H. 

Jewell,  Harrison  6c  Co. 
Jackson,  John  C. 
Jayne,  Geo.  A. 
J.  L.  11. 
I.  N. 
1. 1.  E. 

Isham,  S.  6c  C.  H. 
Isham,  Wm.  B. 


80 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS. 


[1859. 


Joseph,  John 
Ivison  &  Phinney 
Ireland,  George 
Ireland,  Mr. 
Janes,  Beebe  &  Co. 
Joice,  J.  T. 
Jacobus,  David 
Johnson,  John  C. 
Jones,  J. 
James,  J.  H. 
J.  L. 
James 

Iron  Novelty  Works 
Jarvis,  Jonathan 
Jenkins,  Richard 
Jackson,  G.  R.  &  Co. 
Jarvis,  Mr. 
Jensimen,  Mr. 
Irving,  I. 
Irvin,  William 
Jaques,  D.  R. 
Irwin,  David 
Jackson,  Wm.  H. 
Johnson,  W.  L. 
Jones,  S.  W. 
Journeay,  Mrs.  J. 
Jeremiah,  T.  F. 
Irvin,  Richard 
Johnson  C.  Seguin 
Johnson,  Bradlsh 
Jackson,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
G.  N. 

Irving,  Mrs. 
Jenkins,  S.  F. 
I.  R.  L. 
J.  M.  L. 
J.  S.  B. 
Jafray,  R.  W. 
Jeremiah,  T. 
J.  R. 

Jacobson,  Fred. 
I.  S.  A. 

Jacobs,  Wm.  H. 
Jay,  John 
J.  B.  H. 
Jane 

Jones,  John  Q. 
J.  D.  VV. 
Jewett,  C. 
Janson,  C. 
Ira,  L.  H. 
Jones,  George 
Johnson  William 
Ives,  John 
Jones,  Jesse 
Jasper,  John 
J.  P. 

Ireland,  Mrs.  Hannah 
Johnson,  Austin 
J.  F.  S. 

Jones,  Rev.  Lott 
Jackson,  Wm.  H. 
Johnson,  S. 
Janeway  &  Co. 
Jones,  John  A. 
Jones,  Elizabeth  S. 
Jelliffe,  Hiram 
lngraham,  Wm. 
Jacobis,  J.  C. 
Jacobus,  Wm.  W. 
Irvin, D. 
Jones,  II.  R. 
Jackson,  Luther 
Jackson,  L.  E. 


Ketchum,  IIowc  &.  Co. 
King,  Peter  V. 


Kirkland  &  Van  Sack 
|  Knapp,  8. 
'Kelley,  Robt. 
Kemp,  Geo. 
Kelly,  H.  A. 
Korn,  Ferdinand 
Kirkland,  J.  S. 
Kermit,  A.  E. 
Kaupe,  E.  &  Cummings 
Kissam  &  Keeler 
Kiggins  &  Kellogg 
Knise,  Dextel  &  Smidt 
Kempton,  F. 
Kimm,  John  G. 
Kimble,  W. 
Knoedler,  M. 
Knight,  Alex. 
Kelly,  John 
Kinch,  Mr. 
Knapp,  S. 
Ketchem,  Abel 
Kerr,  W. 
Keys,  John 
Kennedy,  Thos. 
Kelly,  G.  L. 
Kernochan,  J. 
Kinney,  George 
Kelly,  Robt.  Mrs. 
Kendall,  Isaac  C. 
Ketcham,  T. 
Keeler,  D.  B. 
Kirk 

Kidder,  T. 

Knowlton  &  Raymond 
King,  Ruf'us  S. 
Kemp,  John 
Keyser,  John 
Keith,  William 
Kitchen,  Wm.  K. 
Kauflmann,  Miss 
King,  C. 
King,  W.  G. 
Kelly,  John  J. 
Koon,  V. 
Knapp,  S. 
Kneval,  C.  B. 
Kennedy,  Rachel  C. 
Kennedy,  Mrs. 
Kip.  B.  Livingston 
Kennedy,  Robt.  Lenox 
Keep,  H 
Kessler  &  Co. 
Kellogg,  E.  N. 
KnoxT  J.  M. 
Kim  mire,  J.  M. 
Knowles,  John 
Kenyon,  S.  B. 
Ketchum,  Abel 
Kennedy,  John  A. 
Knight,  G.,  M.  D. 
Kanouse.  A.  M. 
Kirby,  Wm. 


Lenox,  James 
Lorillard,  Peter 
Lambert,  Edward  &  Co. 
Lee,  William  &  Co. 
Lawrence,  C.  J. 
Lord,  D. 

Lawrence,  A.  A.  &  Co. 
Lees,  James 
Luling,  Charles 
Lienan,  M. 
Lord,  J.  C. 
Lawson,  James 
Lentilhon,  E. 
Lobach  <fc  Schefrelcr 


Ludlow,  Edward  H. 

Lawrence,   Murray  & 
Ingate 

Lewis,  Geo.  W. 

Lord,  J.  C. 

Leeds,  H.  H.  &  Co. 

Lawrence,  Geo.  N. 

Lewin,  R. 

Longmann,  Chas. 

Lawson,  Martin 

Lawson,  John  D. 

Lane,  David 

Little,  Ch.  S.  &  Co. 

Lachaise,  Fauche  &  Co. 

Lee,  Benjamin  F. 

Lee  &  Kissam 

Levy,  Henry 

Lazell,  Marsh  &  Hunn 

Little,  John  D.  &  Co. 

Leveritt,  J.  S. 

Leggett,  E.  W.  &  FrW. 

Lockwood,  H.  «fe  Co. 

Lawrence,  L.  S. 

Ludlam,  William 

Leavitt  &  Allen 

Lockwood,  R. 

Lord,  Rums  L. 

Lydig,  P. 

Lilienthal,  I. 

Linchburgh,  W.  S. 

Loss,  A. 

Lester,  J.  W. 

Lyons,  Philip 

Lord,  Wm.  G. 

Lane,  J.  A. 

Lambert,  Jeremiah 

Lewis,  R.  B. 

Lynch,  William 

Lampson.  E.  O. 

Love,  Thomas 

Leake,  H.  P. 

Linher,  C. 

L.  A. 

Lamb,  C. 

Lanery,  R.  R. 

Lord  &  Taylor 

Longworth 

Louis  &  Woodruff 

Legget.  Doct. 

Lyon,  Elipalet 

Light,  Newton  &  Brad- 
bury 

Lawrence,  Richard 
Lyman,  J.  W. 
Larrique,  Jeremiah 
Leon,  E. 
Lescomb,  H.  P. 
Logan,  E. 
Lane  <fe  Mangan 
Livingston,  Schuyler 
Lathrop,  Edward 
Lathrop,  Mrs. 
Lane,  A. 
Lord,  D.  D. 
Lee,  David,  Mrs. 
Lawrence,  A.  R. 
Lathrop,  Geo.  A. 
Livingston,  Crocheron  & 

Co. 
Lemyne 

Lawrence,  G.  N. 
L.  C. 

Livingston,  Mrs. 
Leslie,  Mrs.  Major 
Lawton,  Aimer 
Lawrence,  Cyrus 
Lazarus  <fc  Johnson 
Lewie,  J.  W.  <fc  Co. 
Lowerre,  Wm. 
Latting,  John 


Lawrence,  W.  E. 
Lambert.  J. 
Loutrell,  C.  W. 
Leggett,  A. 
Laughlin,  J.  Mc 
Lewis,  Lewis 
Lightfall,  Mr. 
Livingstone,  Mrs.  Robt. 
E. 

Lawrence,  N. 
Lightbody,  J.  C. 
L.  &  H. 
Lyon,  A.  M. 
Lodewick,  Isaac 
Lanaham,  J.  K.  M. 
Lottimer,  Wm.  &.  Co. 
Laight,  Mrs.  H. 
Lenox,  The  Misses  2 

Sub. 
Lefl'erts,  Mrs. 
Livingston,  M.  &  W. 
Livingston,  Mrs. 
Le  Roy,  Jacob 
Lenahan,  J.  X.  M. 
Leigman,  Wm. 
Lowery,  John 
Livingstone,  R.  J. 
Langdon,  Mrs.  W. 
Lawrence,  Mrs.  M.  L. 
Livingston,  H.  B. 
Leavilt,  H.  S. 
Lathrop,  Geo.  A. 
Lasar,  Mrs. 
Livingston,  Robt.  J. 
Lenox,  James 
Ludlum,  M. 
Lockwood,  F.  D. 
Long,  J. 
Leslie  &  Co. 
Le  Compte,  V. 
Lynch,  Peter 
Lee,  W.  H. 
Livingston,  Mrs.  M. 
Livingston,  Anson 
Le  Barbiere,  A. 
Low,  Nicholas 
Leeds,  Samuel 
Loveland,  Oliver 
Little,  Thomas 
Lewis,  R.  B. 
La  Wall.  J. 
Lestrade,  J.  P. 
Longmore,  Benj. 
Lord,  Benj. 
Laird,  R. 
Livesley,  R.  H. 
Lundy,  R.  L. 
Leonard,  Amasa 
Lowerre,  G.  W. 
Lathrop  Calvin 
Lewis,  Robert 
Love,  John 
Lawrence,  Joseph 
Lynes,  S.  C. 
Lyon,  A.  M. 
Lattnop,  Calvin 


M 

Mnrrenner,  D.  J. 
Mott.  Samuel  F. 
M.  T.  <fc  Co. 
Morton  &  Grinnell 
Maril  &.  Kanz. 
Mora,  Brothers,  Navar- 
ro &  Co. 
Moran  &.  Brothers 
Mali.  W.  T.  oc  Co. 
Meyer,  L.  II. 


1859.] 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS. 


81 


Make,  George  &  Co. 
Morewood  &  Co. 
Mitchell  <fc  Pott 
Makin,  R.  J. 
Miletta,  C. 
Mead,  Wm. 
Middleton  &  Co. 
Mitchell,  Samuel,  jr 
Mailler,  Lord&  Quer- 

reau 
Mead  &  Co. 
Morris,  F. 
Morrison,  Joseph 
McAndrew  <fc  Wann 
Marvin,  C.  R. 
Merriam,  I.  J. 
xMills,  J.  G.  &  VV.  I. 
Muller  (fc  Krugcr 
McGee,  I. 
Miller,  Wm.  T. 
McFarlin,  H  Mc 
McGhee,  T.  II. 
March,  P.  S. 
McCurdy,  Richard 
Marsh,  Samuel 
Magnise  &  Guedin 
Martin,  John  C. 
Meyer,  F.  W. 
Many,  Baldwin  Sc  Many 
Miserole,  Isaac 
Miller,  Geo.  C. 
Mooney,  Cohn  &.  Co. 
Moore,  John  P.  &  Son 
Morse,  James  O.  &  Co. 
Morgan,  J.  L.  &.  Co. 
Manierre,  B.  F. 
Messeneer,  Thos. 
Miller,  U.  C. 
Mattison,  M.  <fc  Co. 
Mason,  J.  VV. 
Morton,  Thomas 
Mattison  &  McCoy 
Mathews,  Wm. 
McDonough,  Henry 
Mathey,  A. 
Meyer 

Morrison,  John 
Morton,  John  #, 
Moses,  J.  M. 
Mason  &,  Brothers 
Miner  &  Stevans 
Morris,  Peter 
McHwaine,  T.  R. 
McCaddin,  Henry 
McCaddin.  B. 
Mills,  E.  S.  <fe  Co. 
Mott,  Wm.  F, 
Milbank,  Samuel 
McClure,  A. 
Murray,  R, 
Macy,  Josiah  G. 
Marcuse,  H. 
McGraw,  Jno.  A. 
Moore,  C.  B. 
McKesson,  John 
Mount,  A.  R. 
Moore,  Sarah  A. 
Marshall,  H.  P. 
Marie  «fc  Kanz 
Moffat,  John 
Merritt,  Mrs. 
Morse,  R.  C. 
Mathews,  E. 
Mitchell,  Cath. 
Marshall,  T.  W. 
Miller,  Edmund 
Meigs,  H.  jun. 
Minor,  Israel 
Morgan,  A.  W. 
Mitchell,  J.  T. 


Miller,  J.  B. 
McLaushlin,  Alex. 
Moore,  W.  C. 
Maxwell.  W.  D. 
Morris,  Wm.  R. 
Merwin,  G.  A. 
Morrison.  J. 
Millspaugh,  P. 
Many,  C.  B. 
Merklee,  Mr. 
Moore,  Richard 
Moore 
Mead 

Morrison,  Mr. 
Many,  Lewi9 
Mott,  J.  L. 
Murray,  Miss  M. 
Murray,  John  H. 
Mortimer,  N.,  jun. 
Maniere,  B.  P. 
Maxwell,  L.  E. 
Mersereau,  J.  VV. 
Merriam,  J.  VV. 
M.,  George 
Murphy,  John 
McCready,  Mrs. 
Meeks,  J.  W. 
McKie,  Thos. 
McSpeden,  Tho3. 
McCawley,  B. 
Mund,  C. 
Minor,  I.  T. 
McFarlan,  Duncan 
May  ell,  John 
Miller,  Mrs. 
Mayer,  M. 
Monroe,  P.  J. 
Menzies,  Alex. 
McKinley,  James 
Morris  N. 
Miller,  P.  H. 
Morrow,  G.  T. 
Marshall,  J.  J. 
Muller,  F.  B. 
Maury,  Matthew 
Maillard,  Mrs. 
Morgan,  H.  J. 
Moore,  Wm.  H. 
Moore,  W.  H.  H. 
M. 

Morgan,  Henry 
Murray,  Washington 
Merritt,  Miss  A. 
Mansfield,  Maria 

Francis 
Melliss,  J.  F. 
Morris,  Miss 
Morris,  Miss  E. 
Mcllvain,  B.  R. 
Morse,  V.,  M.  D. 
Morris,  Peter 
Marsh,  John  R. 
Merrill,  Charles 
Monroe,  James  VV. 
Mason,  D. 
Mollard,  J. 
Manderville,  G.  H. 
Manderville,  S. 
Morgan,  Augustus 
Montrose,  J.  H. 
McCauly,  Mrs, 

per  L.  J. 
McCarty,  Mrs. 
Marsh,  James 
Murray,  Andrew  K 
Morgan,  F.  S. 
Melliss,  J.  F. 
Melenfy,  James 
M.  <fc  EL 

Morse,  Sidney  E. 


Mary 


Mead  &  S  to  well 
Munson,  Peet 
Munson,  I. 
Mayer  &  Shultz 
Marks,  C.  V. 
Main,  J.  P. 
Mann,  G.  VV. 
Martin,  M. 

Mead,  Belcher  &.  Co. 
Melius,  Currier  &.  Co. 
Morgan 

Mowbray,  R.  &.  J. 
Munsell  <fc  Co. 
Mead,  J. 
McCurdy,  R.  II. 
Morris,  Mrs.  R.  V. 
Morris,  Mrs.  Henry 
Magie,  David 
Morris,  G.  VV. 
McVVhortcr,  Miss 
Mangem,  S.  S. 
Merle,  G.  <fc  Son 
Marshall,  Edward 
Moller,  Peter 
Mason,  Albert 
Merritt,  Leonard 
Martin,  Wm.  C. 
Munroe,  Alfred  &  Co. 
Moir,  J.  &  VV. 
Marsh,  H.  VV. 
Mclntyre,  C.  H. 
Mitchell  &  McClintock 
Miller,  J.  B. 
Morrison,  James 
Minor,  Mr. 
Monet,  J.  G. 
Morton,  R. 
Mesler,  William 
Mollers,  C. 
Morgan,  H.  N. 
Montgomery 
Marley,  D. 
Martin,  John  S. 
Miller,  Mrs.  H. 
Miller,  Francis,  M.  D. 
Miles,  W.  B. 
Mull,  Jno  D. 
Moore,  Wm.  A. 
McKee,  James 
McQuade,  Peter 
Mills,  Andrew 
Miller,  Jedediah 
Murray,  F.  J. 
Merrill,  Charles 
Makenzie,  John 
Mitchell,  Andrew 
Moulbury,  John 
M.  S.  &  Co. 
Morrison,  D. 
Many  &  Lewis 
Mount,  C.  II. 
Mott,  J.  C.  <fc  Co. 
McBride.  Abm. 
Moore,  A. 
Millen,  Geo. 
March,  T.  S. 
Mensies,  Win. 
Merry,  C.  H. 
Maniran,  D.  R. 
Marshall,  J.  A. 
Martin,  C.  L. 
Mowatt,  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Marsh,  M.  L. 
Mclntyre,  W.  N. 
Munn,  O.  D. 


Miel,  C. 
Mills 

Macy,  Josiah 
Mortimer,  Bichard 
Mott,  Wm.  F.  jun. 
Merritt,  George 
Murray,  John  B. 
Morss,  Amos 
M  in  turn,  Edward 
McMartin,  P. 
•Murbeke,  H.  C.  V. 
McClain,  O.  D. 
McCrea,  Wm. 
McClellan,  R. 
Mclntyre,  John 
Mclntyre,  I. 
Mclnture,  Thos. 
Miller,  Wm. 
Mitchell,  Wm. 
Mitchol,  J.  J.,  M.  D. 
Mander,  II. 
Moore,  Wm.  K. 
Murray,  John 
Moller  &  Riera 
Marsh  James 
Mack,  Enoch 
Monroe,  Jas.  VV. 
Minturn,  R,  B. 
Magie,  David 
Munson,  E.  II. 


N 

Newman  &  Co.,  W.  H. 
N.  H.  &  Co. 
Nelson,  Wm. 
Nielson  &.  Anthony 
Noyes,  C.  II.  P. 
Negus  «fc  Co. 
Nemo 
Nobody 

Newton,  Mrs.  J. 
Newton,  II.  J. 
Newhouse,  Benj. 
Nostrand.  Elbert 
Niblo,  William 
Naylor  &  Co. 
Nicoll,  S.  T. 
Nash,  L. 
Naylor,  Peter 
Nelson,  VV.  H. 
Nash,  S.  P. 
Nelson,  Plato  &  Co. 
Norwood,  A.  G. 
N.  M. 

Nesbit,  Geo.  F. 
Noyes,  H.  M.  G. 
Newman,  A.  G. 
Noble,  Joseph  F. 
North  <fc  Sherman 
Negus,  T. 
Newcomb,  C.  C. 
Noble,  VV.  B. 
Nevins,  D.  II . 
Newby.  Samuel 
Nash.'VVm.  F. 
Nelson,  P. 
Nevins,  James 


Oclricks  Co. 
Oliphant  &  Sons 


Mackerell  &.  Richardson  Oppcnhine,  J.  M. 
Morrison,  J.  M.  Oothout,  Wm.  <fc  Bro. 

McFarlon,  T.  Owen,  Thomas  J. 

Mead,  Edwnrd  Ockerhausen 
Mead,  Rolph  Orange  County  Milk 


82 


LIST  OF 


MEMBERS. 


[1859. 


Ogden  &  Co. 
Ogilvie,  Wm.  H. 
Ollenville,  David  J. 
Ortley,  Mrs. 
Overing,  Mrs.  J.  D. 
Oliphant  &  Sons 
Oliphant,  G.  T. 
Opdyke,  George 
Ogden,  J. 
Osgood,  James 
Oakley,  G. 
Ogden,  T.  W. 
Onderdonk,  Miss 
Osborn,  W. 
Olwell,  J 
Orvis,  J.  M. 
Odell  &  Caverly 
Odell 

O'Kill,  Mrs.  M. 
Osborn,  Wm. 
Ottervill,  David 
Orchard,  Isaac 


Parish,  Mrs.  S.  M. 
Peabody, Joseph 
Perkins,  E.  II. 
P.  D. 
Prime,  E. 
Paine,  John 
Pomeroy,  George 
Prichard,  J. 
Pote,  Mrs. 
Peckham,  Mrs.  D. 
Petria,  J.  A.  &  Co. 
Prime,  Rums 
Piatt,  George 
Powers,  William 
Perkins,  P. 
Phelps,  Geo.  A. 
Piatt,  Henry 
Pierson,  D.  B. 
Phillips,  W.  W. 
Pignolet,  L.  H. 
Peugnet,  Louis 
Parker,  P. 

Partison,  Rob't 

Porter  &  Fairchihl 
Phelps,  Isaac  N. 
Phelps,  John  J. 

Putnam,  T. 

Pinkncy,  J.  H. 

Phelps,  Geo.  D. 
Pell,  Abijah 

PaulUaon,  J.  P. 

Park,  A.  L. 

Poll,  Charles  S. 

Pell,  Abraham  S. 

Parsons,  Mrs.  Anna 

Pell,  Alfred 

Phelps,  Royal 

Post,  Jehiel  J. 

Price,  Mrs. 

Pel  ton,  I.  M. 

Porter,  Mortimer  ' 

Post,  Alfred,  M.  D. 

Post,  Geo.  E. 

Post,  Margaret  E. 

Pierson,  C.  E.,  M.  D. 

Pearcy,  A.  C. 

Pearcy,  Mrs.  A.  C. 

Phelps,  Rev.  C.  E. 

Prime,  Frederick 

Prime,  M.  R. 

Prime,  Miss  II. 

Paret,  J„  jun. 

Pelton,  J.  M. 

Pratt,  Mrs.  L.  A. 

Penrcy,  Alex.  O. 


Pinnio  <fe  Co, 
Pierson, Ira  C. 
Parker,  A. 
Pratt,  E. 
Proudfoot,  A. 
Porter,  Wm. 
Peterson,  Wm.  J. 
Peyton,  Wm.  R. 
Peck,  Gideon 
Piercy,  A.  C. 
Pell,  Abijah 
Parsons,  Daniel 
Place,  R  S. 
Parks,  C.  F.  &  Co. 
Parsons,  C.  II. 
Powers  &  Co. 
Pearce,  Geo.  &  Co. 
Pattern  &  McFarland 
Patton  &  Hardt 
Parker,  R. 
Place  &  Young 
Parker,  Doct.  W. 
Post,  Geo.  D. 
Post,  W.  B. 
Page,  T. 
Prentiss 

Pendleton,  E.  H. 
Piatt,  E. 

Paige,  J.  W.  &  Co. 
Pacific  Mutual  Ins.  Co. 
Paige,  J.  W.  &Co. 
Powell  Robbins  &  Co. 
Pickerskill,  W.  C. 
Pierson  &  Co. 
Plume,  G.  T. 
Pavenstedt,  E,  - ; 
Prescott,  J.  M. 
Pastocaldi,  M. 
Pomeroy,  A.  H. 
Pollitz,  O.  W.  &  Co. 
Cash,  P.  &  E. 
Peck,  H.  W. 
Perkins,  King  &  Co. 
Penfold,  John 
Poppenheusen  &  Konig. 
Passavant  &  Co. 
Palmer,  Richardson  & 

Co. 
Palen,  W. 
Penfield,  William 
Price  <fe  Sons, 
Pfizer,  Charles  &  Co. 
Palen,  George  &  Co. 
Plauten,  Henry 
Paton&  Co. 
Price,  W.  H. 
Phelps,  Bliss  &  Co. 
P.  B.  &  Co. 
Pike,  Benj.  &  Son 
Pettis,  A.  P. 
Pollock,  G.  &  Co. 
Pomert  &  Co. 
Penfield,  Miss  Jane 
P  oil  Ion  R. 
Page,  P.  P. 
Place,  R.  L. 
Ferine,  P. 
Purdy,  Miss 
Patterson,  Knapp  &  Co 
Packerman,  T.  W. 
P.  H. 
Parrish 
Paine,  John 
Prichard, 
Prankard,  J.  B. 
Ferryman, 
Phillips,  A.,  jr. 
Parkhill,  Samuel 
Polhamus,  John 
Phillips,  Mcrkle,  M  D. 
Prague,  D. 
Pearsnll,  Robert 


Pearse,  A.  F. 
Pister,  P.  F. 
Pollock,  M:  b.  James 
Pell,  James  R. 
Pitt,  William 
Polhemus,  Abrm. 
Poor,  Mary 
Pendleton,  E.  H. 
Phelps,  Mrs.  Jane  G. 
Potter,  Clarkson  N. 
Pomeroy,  J.  B. 
Prior,  James 
Price,  C.  W. 
Pond,  Samuel  M. 
Perley,  Charles 
Patterson,  S.  P. 
Pratt,  Edward 


Quincy,  John  W. 
Queripel,  H. 
Quirk,  Mrs. 
Quackenbush.  B. 
Quackenbush,  Andrew 
Quackenbush,  D. 
Quackenbush,  J. 
Quinan,  Henry  E. 
Quick,  James  W. 
Quackenbush  &  Co. 


R 

Rose,  John 
Redmand,  Wm. 
Rusch,  F.  A. 
Richardson,  Thomas 
Co. 

Robbins,  G.  S.  &  Son 
Routh  H.  S.  &  Sons 
Ricknagel  &  Schwal 
Rossire  &  Co. 
Ross,  Falconer  &  Co. 
Renwick,  James,  ir. 
Rolker,  A.  M.  &  Co. 
Russell,  R.  W. 
Ritz,  Louis 
Rodewold,  A. 
Rexford,  N.  C. 
Rice,  E.  T. 
Robert,  C.  R. 
Ropes  R.  W. 
Robertson,  John 
Ray,  W.  G. 
R.  D. 

Read,  Taylor  &  Co. 
Ropes,  W.  &  Co. 
Rosenfield,  L.  &.  Bro 
Reynolds,  C.  T.  &  Co. 
Russell  &  Edwin,  man 
Co. 

Rose,  Andrew 
Rowe,  T.  G.  &  A.  L. 
Rich,  Josiah 
Russell,  N.  C. 
Rull 

Randcll  &  Barromore 
Rockwell  J.  S. 
Rifl'ard  &  Co. 
Riley,  S.  S. 
Rattentrom,  II. 
Ross  &  Ballard 
Ray,  Edwin  C. 
Robins  &  Co. 
Robinson,  W.  D. 
Raney,  R. 
Richmond,  George 
Ross,  A. 
Ryerson,  H.  W. 
Rushton,  Joe. 


Rich,  Mrs.  Jane 
Roche,  J.  A. 
Rogers,  Phebe 
Rapelye,  George 
Randall,  P.  B. 
Ritchie,  A.  W. 
Rayner  &  Co. 
Raynor,  H. 
Ray,  Robert 
Rogers,  Joseph 
Rowe,  Peter 
Roome,  Wm.  J. 
Riley,  Asher 
Ruthven,  Mrs.  Jane 
Rodgers,  G.  R. 
Russell,  W.  C. 
Reeve,  J. 

Ransom,  J.  H.  &  Co. 
Rutherford,  L.  M. 
Romer,  Jacob 
Russell  <fe  Averhill, 
Reynolds,  C.  T. 
Rutherford,  L.  M. 
Redmond,  Mrs.  S.  E. 
Rogers,  Mrs.  J. 
Randolph,  J.  F. 
Randall,  John 
Remsen,  Robert  G. 
R.  S.  L.  &  Co. 
Ruth,  B.  B. 
R.  B.  R. 

Robinson,  Douglass 
Reynolds,  Philip 
Raymond,  Henry  J. 
Rader,  M. 
Romer,  J. 
Rhode,  T. 
Ray,  J. 
Ramsey,  D. 
Rasenfich,  M.  H. 
Robertson,  R. 
Richards,  James 
Richards,  Thomas  B. 
Riley,  II.  W. 
Rogers,  Columbus 
Richardson,  S. 
Remsen,  Miss  C. 
Remsen,  Miss  S. 
Riker,  C.  W. 
Rutter,  Mrs. 
Butter,  Mrs.  Agnes 
Rich.  C. 
Rockwell,  Mrs. 
Raynor,  Wm.  II. 
Robinson,  Mrs.  E.  S. 
Russell,  C.  H. 
Russell,  Thomas 
Russell,  John 
Rogers,  J.  L. 
Roosevelt,  J.  A. 
Rosevelt,  C.  V.  S. 
f.  Romaine,  Mrs. 
Rogers,  John  L. 
Ray,  Robert,  jr. 
Reeve,  Henry 
Ross,  Dr. 

Robinson,  Ed..  D.  D. 
Rice,  Mrs. 
Renwick,  H.  B. 
Renwick,  James 
Reynolds  <fe  Wagner 
Reed  <fc  Co. 
Reed,  Jehiel 
Rosenheim  &.  Bro. 
Reed,  J. 

Rowe  «fc  Comstock 
Rony,  Martin 
Ria  &  Pollock, 
Rollins,  E. 
Reese,  Jacob 
Roak,  Henry 


Rockleller, 


1859.] 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS. 


83 


Rogers,  Arthur  Sheffield,     Minor  6c 
Ramsey,  James  C.  Bailey 

Russell,  J.  R.  Seabnry,  Ch.  B. 

Reed,  N.  S.  Slote  6c  Janes 

Rockwell,  George  Simon,  J.  R. 

Rinehart,  E.  Schuster,  P.  F. 

Rodgers,  James  Smith,  Ely  &  Co. 

Robertson,  W.  H.  Simpson,  J.  B.  <fc  J. 

Rose,  Wm.  H.  Scott,  Thomas  6c  Son 

Ruston,  J.  Smibert  <fe  Hoyt 

Ruston,  Charles  Sherwood  6c  Brown 

Reid,  John  Schurdt,  L.  W. 

Russell,  Stephen  Smith,  J.  R. 

Richards,  I).  Stewart,  Rev.  J.  R. 

Romaine,  R.  A.  Strang  &.  Adriancc 

Ruydan,  Charles  Spencer,  Mrs. 

Rodgers,  N.  Simonson,  Mr. 

Ramsdell,  E.  D.,  M.  D.  Saxton,  Mr. 

Remsen,  William  Seaman,  J.  F. 

Rhinelander,  W.  C.  Searles  &  Williams, 

Rogers,  George  Smith,  Miss 

Robertson,  A.  Sampson,  George  W. 

Uenwick,  James  Southard,  S. 

Renwick,  Mrs.  M.  A.  S.  C.  J. 

Remsen,  Henry  R.  Smith.  Ilanford 

Remsen,  Mrs.  Daniel  Smith,  E.  T. 

Russell,  W.  II.  Smith,  S.  T. 

Reid,  Andrew  Simonson,  S.  N. 

Richards,  Guy  Shaw,  Mrs. 

Redman,  C.  H.  Sill,  J.  S. 

Sophia, 

Squire,  Charles 
Smith,  Thos.  W. 

S  Stevens,  John  A. 

Suti'ern,  Miss  G. 

Sampson,  Joseph  Stuart,  R.  L. 
Smith,  Brown,  William  Soulter,  J.  T. 

&  Co.  Stewart,  David 

Symes,  "W.  J.  &  Bro.  Smith,  Thomas  N. 

Sherman,  G.  M.  Spencer,  C.  L. 

Smith,  Chandler  Suti'ern,  Thomas 

Smith,  L  T.  &.  Co.  Shelden,  Henry 

Stitt,  Joseph  6c  Co.  Sands,  C.  H. 

Shipman,  C.  H.  Sands,  Wm.  H. 
Sawyer,  Wallace  &  Co.  Salters,  Miss 

Smith,  Isaac  C.  Schermerhorn,  Wm.  C. 

Swift,  Hurlbut  &  Co.  Skidmore,  Samuel  T. 

Storm,  Smith  K  Co.  Strong,  Miss  Emma 

Schall,  Wm.  &  Co.  Smith,  Dr.  J.  A. 

Sand,  C.  H.  Scuyler,  a  Lady  for  Mr, 

Storey  6c  Stevans,  Sanders,  Mrs.  Joshua  C 
Spaulding,  Vail,  Hunt  6c  Sullivan  6c  Uyatt, 

Co.  Scott,  D.  B. 
Southmayd,  C.  L.  Sloane,  David 

Struver,  Kohl  &.  Co.       Saltus,  Mrs.  Francis 

Sage,  R.  F.  Shoemaker,  Isaac  L. 
Strahlhiem,  S.  &  Co.      Satterlee,  G.  C. 
St.  John,  Milton  Satterlee,  Mrs. 

Strecker,  C.  Salsbury,  H. 

Stone,  Sumner  R.  Sears,  Adriance  &Co. 

Swan,  OtisD.  Suydam  &  Co. 

Smith,  Mott  &  Co.  Surry,  S.  H. 

Smith,  N.  Denton  Sierck  <fc  Co. 

Skinner,  F.  &  Co.  Sears,  H.  P.  6c  Co. 

Seger,  Piatt  6c  Nichols    Stone,  Starr  6c  Co. 
Sch windier,  F.  Sweeny  6c  Co. 

Sliper  6c  Goadby,  Stirling  6c  Shailer 

Smith,  S.  S.  Scheitlin  A.  6c  Co. 

Sehwerin,  A.  Sweetser,  J. 

Schack,  O.  W.  C.  Sherman  6c  Brothers 

Schiefflien,  J.  L.  &  S.  A.  Seymour  6c  Co. 

Schuyler,  Hartley  6c    Shultz  <fc  Mayer 
Graham  Strang,  Murray  6c  Co. 

Stark,  Stafford  6c  Co.     Seymour  6c  Co. 

Swift  <fe  Seaman,  Smith,  Ira  6c  Co. 

Scovill  manf.  Co.  Stevans,  H.  G. 

Smith  6c  Lawrence        Smith,  W.  J. 

Sanford,  R.  Sanford,  J.  S. 

Strybing,  Henry  Swan,  Caleb 

Schulting,  H.  Suydam,  Mrs.  J. 

Smith  6c  McMaster,       Sprague,  R. 

Smith,  E.  A.  Simpson,  Andrew 


Schermerhorn,  Miss  A.  Somerville,  James 

Sabine,  Doct.  Stiles,  E. 

Stevens,  B.  K.  Spencer,  Lorlllard 

Scharfenberg  6c  Luis,  Sturges,  Jno. 

Swan,  B.  L.  jun.  Spencer,  C.  L. 

Schemehorn,  E.  H.  Spencer,  Mrs.  C.  L. 

Seymour,  M.  L.  Sherman  6c  Collins 
Spencer,  Mrs.  John  C-     Schuchardt,  Gebhard 

Safl'en,  J.  H.  Skiddy,  Francis 

Simonson,  G.  M.  Suarcz,  L.  S. 

Stone,  Hubbard  G.  SchieHlin,  II.  M. 

Stewart,  Robert  S.  Soymour,  W.  N.  &  Co 

Stevenson,  J.  M.  Seaman,  C.  II. 

Shailer,  H.  Sammis,  Joel 

Satterlee,  G.  C.  Spencer,  P.  A. 
Sackett,  Belcher  6c  Co.  Sharp,  Wm. 

Sands,  A.  B.  6c  D.  Sanxey,  J.  F. 

Stebbins,  Russell  Stone,  G.  II. 

Stewart,  John,  jr.  Scott,  John 

Sprague,  Joseph  A.  Sickles,  Benj.  F. 

Stewart,  Mrs.  D.  J.  Short,  James 

Smith,  C.  Stukey,  Isaiah 

Sanderson,  E.  T.  Smith,  George 

Sly,  E.  Stelle,  Nelson,  M.  I) 

Spies,  A.  W.  Slater,  D. 

Shelton,  T.  B.  Smith,  J. 

Sheffield,  J.  B.  Smith,  A. 

Speir,  Francis  Sheehan,  John 

Smith,  Wm.  H.  Sargeant,  J.  A. 

Satterlee,  Geo.  B.  Stamford,  D.T. 

Stokes,  Henry  Smith.  T.  Franklin 

Sommers,  S.  Stone,  George 

Spier,  G.  M.  Smith,  Asa  • 

Shepherd.  Smith,  Stephen,  M.  D 

Smith,  Mrs.  Shardlow,  Samuel 

Spence,  Mrs.  II.  Slauson,  Albert 

Stuart,  Lucy  .  Sumner,  Palmer 

Schryniscr,  James  Smith,  Franklin 

Smith,  Walter  M.  Smithson,  Charles 

Strong,  C.  E  Shelden,  P. 

Shaffer,  C.  W.  Smith,  Thos.  T. 

Shultz,  P.  J.  Selleck,  D.  R. 

Seymour,  J.  Shardlow,  W.  L. 

Sherman,  A.  Seguine,  C. 

Sudder,  Linus  Sloane,  M,  J. 

Still,  Geo.  L.  Scott,  Mrs.  A.  M.  L. 

Starr,  George  Stryker,  Rev.  Peter 

Sage,  G.  E.  Smith,  Ezra 

Southmayd,  H.  Sandford,  II.  P. 

.  Sage,  W.  B.  Somerville,  Elizabeth" 

.  Southmayd,  W.  Smith,  Richard 

Smith,  Ester  Steward,  Mr. 

Scott,  John  D.  Seymour,  R.  W. 

Southmayd,  S.  C.  Scott,  J.  M.  6c  Co. 

Spencer,  Mr.  Sage,  Mrs. 

fStruthers,  Mrs.  Smith 

Smilie,  James  Smith,  S. 

Stevans,  A.  J.  Short,  John 

Spofford,  J.  B.  Southworth,  B.  E. 

Seabury,  Samuel  Smith,  John  A. 

Smith,  S.  P.  Stevans 

Schleffelln,  H.  H.  Sutton,  E.  W. 

Slade,  John  Stewart,  James  T. 

Schietfelin,  S.  B.  Smith,  Elis  L. 

Sanford,  John  C.  Summers,  William 

Sutton,  C.  R.  Silverman,  Jacob 

Smith,  Thos.  E.  St  John 
Southwork,  John  W.      Smith,  C.  W. 

Steele,  W.  Stuart,  Mrs. 

Sey,  W.  Smith,  S.  W. 
Sims,  Marion,  J.,  M.  D.  Silpho 

Sherman,  E.  S  Smith,  Dr. 

Smith,  Henry  Squire,  S.  P. 

Smith,  Shelden  St.  John  6c  Raymond 

Scott,  D.  B.  Sandford,  Charles  W. 

Scott,  C.  Stoddard,  Alexander 

Schwartz,  Christian  .Sears,  John 

Spelman,  W.  B.  Schmelzel,  John  B. 
Schermerhorn,  John  W.  Schmelzel,  George 

Stewart,  A.  L.  Sherwood,  Miss  Emilv 

Stewart.  W.  J.  Spring,  Gardiner,  jr 

Smith,  G.  W.  Smith,  D.  D. 


84 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS. 


[1859. 


Smith,  B.  F. 
Smith,  Abisha 
Stewart,  C.  P. 
Smith,  L  B. 
Stuyvesant,  Mrs.  P.  G. 
Smith,  Samuel 
Suckley,  Rutsen 
Storm,  John  G. 
Stout,  A.  V. 
Stamford,  D.  T. 
Stillwell,  Richard 
Sanderson,  Elizabeth 
Stevans,  O.  D. 
Scribner,  Mrs.  U.  R. 
Statts,  R.  H. 
Stickney,  Charles 
Shedden,  J.  W. 
Stone,  H.  G. 
Savage,  C.  C. 
Stephenson,  J. 
Spencer,  Lorillard 
Sturges,  Jonathan 
See,  Henry  P. 
Storms.  Andrew 
Siney,  Wm.  R. 
Smith,  Gecrge 
Smith,  D.  H. 


Taylor,  Moses 
Thorne,  Jonathan 
Townsend,  R.  H.  L. 
Tuckermau,  J.  &  L. 
Tefft,  E.  T.  &  Co. 
Troost,  Schroder  6c  Co. 
Treadwell   Geo.  C.  & 

Co. 
Trimble,  M. 
Telfair  &  Moody 
Tompkins  &  Co. 
Talmage  Daniel  6c  Co. 
Thorne,  Edwin 
Tatham  &  Bro. 
Townsend,  C.  A. 
Taber,  E. 
Townsend,  W.  A. 
Taylor,  Thos.  B. 
Tait,  A.  H. 
Tieman,  George 
Thompson,  I.  &  Co. 
Taylor,  John 
Turner,  M.  C. 
Trail  6c  Gorton 
Trowbridge,  Dwight  6c 

Co. 
Tivera,  R. 
Terry,  N.  M. 
Tyson,  Wm. 
Tucker,  William 
Turner,  D.  H. 
Theall,  H. 
Thompson,  Mayer 
Tooker,  G.  W.  &  N. 
Turner,  A.  II. 
Tappan,  Mr. 
Troup,  W.  S. 
Turnlins,  G.  A. 
Trowbridge,  Geo.  A. 
Thommaker,  Isaac  L. 
Tappen,  Geo.  jr. 
Taff,  D.  J. 

Thomas,  Washington 
Torrance,  William 
Tappen  6c  Burd 
Tiffany 
Terry,  L.  B. 
Taylor,  W.  B. 
Townsend,  Dwight 


Turner,  Samuel  H. 
Turner,  Mrs.  Eliza 
Tucker,  Joseph 
Twing,  Charles  <fc  Co. 
Tiffany  &  Co. 
Tatham,  Benj. 
Thompson 
Truslow,  William 
Thomas,  Frazer  6c  Bros. 
Townsend,  Effing 
Thompson,  G.  W. 
Tweedy,  C.  B. 
Trimble,  Mrs.  Daniel 
Tappan,  Charles 
Tracy,  Fredk. 
Tracy,  V.  C. 
Thorn,  W.  R. 
Tuttle,  James  S. 
Trowbridge 
Tracy,  Charles 
Tucker,  Mrs.  F.  C. 
Tracy 

Thorp,  G.  W. 
Townsend,  J.  H. 
Tallman,  A.  S. 
Tatman,  J. 
Thompson  6c  Martin 
Townsend,  Mr. 
Turner,  T. 
Turbell,  R. 
Thorp,  R.  A. 
Thorp,  Geo.  W. 
Tone,  Mrs. 

Townsend,  Mrs.  John 
Thompson,  John 
Tallmage,  F.  H. 
Thompson,  Wm. 
Thompson,  Jane 
Townsend,  H.  p. 
Tracy,  T.  F. 
Turner,  Mrs.  H. 
Trimble,  G  T. 
Thorne,  John 
Tompkins,  J.  H. 
Toland,  N.  S. 
Thurston,  Mrs.  R. 
Toney,  Joseph 
Thurston,  C.  M. 
Taylor  6c  Tood 
Tucker,  J.  C.  6c  Co 
Todd  6c  Siorms 
Treadwell,  E. 
Terbell,  H.  S. 
Taylor  &  Richards 
Thompson 
Todd,  G.  W.' 
Talbot,  C.  N. 
Trenor,  John,  M.  D. 
Thompson,  David 
Taylor,  W.  B. 
Trow,  J.  F. 
Terry,  David, 
Teets,  David 
Telford,  J.  T. 
Tucker,  D.  N. 
Turner,  John 
Torrens,  D. 
Tebow,  Peter 
Tice,  Wm.  H. 
Tripp,  E.  H. 
Taylor,  Joseph 
Truslow,  Wm. 


U 


Underhill,  A.  H. 
Underhill,  W.  T. 


Van  Hoffman 
Victor,  T.  &  Duckwii  t 
Van  Winkle,  Edgar 
Varnum,  J.  B. 
Van  Lenep,  A.  O. 
Voight  6c  Millington 
Vianna,  Louis 
Van  Schaick,  P. 
Van  Buren,  John 
Van  Nest,  A.  R. 
Vogt,  John  &  Co. 
Vernon  Brothers 
Vernol,  J.  A.  L.  &  T. 
Vaughn,  Jane 
Von  Glan,  H. 
Van  Burgen 
Valentine  S.  <fe  Son 
Van  Deurken 
Van  Riper,  Zabriskie 
Vliet,  Samuel 
Van  Buskirk,  Wm. 
Van  Arsdale,  Henry 
Van  Boskirk,  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Van  Vorst,  H.  C. 
Van  Buren,  Doct. 
Van  Anthrop,  Sarah 
Van  Renselaer,  A. 
Van  Volkenburgh,  P. 
Vyse  6c  Sons 
Vermilye,  W.  R. 
Van  Wagener 
Van  Wagener,  C.  D. 
Van  Arsdale,  John 
Van  Valkenburgh 
Van  Horne,  C. 
Van  Duser,  S. 
Van  Brunt  &  Watrous 
Van  Nest,  Abraham 
Vreedenburg,  P. 
Van  Vleck,  J.  G. 
Voorhies,  P.  P. 
Van  Allen,  Wm. 
Van  Beuren,  H.  S. 
Vanderhoof,  Wm.  H. 
Van  Kleek,  J.  R. 
Van  Nest,  John 
Van  Winkle,  J. 
Vandyke,  P. 
Valentine,  S.  M. 
Vermilye,  Thos.  E. 
Valentine,  P. 
Van  Winkle,  Albt. 
Van  Valkenburgh,  Skeel 
Van  Keyser,  Cornelia 
Vananken,  B. 
Vassar  6c  Co. 
Victor,  F.  6c  Acheli3 
Van  Winkle,  E  S. 
Van  Wyck,  H.  S. 
Van  Antwerp,  J. 
Van  Santvoord,  C. 
Vermilye,  W.  M. 
Van  Hook,  W. 
Van  Schaick,  M. 


VV 


Wolfe,  John  D. 
Wood,  William 
Ubsdell,  Picrson  6c  Co.   Wolf,  Dash  &  Fisher 
Underbill,  A.  Woodruff  &  Co. 

Underbill,  A.  S.  Wetmore,  Samuel 

Underhill,  George         Wynkoop,  F.  S. 


Ward,  Campbell  &  Co. 
Wickes,  W.  W. 
Weeks,  E.  A. 
Ward,  G.  C. 
Wilmerding,  Hoguet  & 

Humbert 
Witherspoon,  Kings  & 

Co. 

Winslow,  R.  H. 
Wells,  Fargo  &  Co. 
Whitlock,  Augustus  6c 
Co. 

Westheld,  Geo.  6c  Co. 
Whitlock,  Wm.,  jr. 
West,  W.  G. 
Wirgman,  H.  6c  C.  H. 
Woodward  6c  Cromwell 
Wilson  &  Baine 
Wright,  J.  B. 
Woodruff  &  Robinson 
Wright,  C.  R. 
Whitman,  Bros.  &  Co. 
Weeks,  J.  A. 

w.  a 

Wintringham,  J. 
W. 

Wheeler,  W.  A. 
Walker,  T.  E. 
White,  Eli 
Wallach,  Willy 
Wiggins,  W.  H. 
Wadley  &  Wells 
Wilson,  Hawksworth, 

Elison  &  Co. 
Witte,  A.  C.  G. 
Welton  &  Porter 
Williams,  C.  F. 
Wheeler,  L.  F. 
Wray,  Christopher 
West,  Daniel 
White,  P.  A. 
Wiley  &  Halsted 
Williams  6c  Stevens 
Whitlock,  M.  P. 
Ward,  S. 
Wilkes,  Doct. 
Wood,  D.  A. 
Wiggins,  J. 

Williams,     Miss— Wil- 
liams 6c  Searles 
Wood  <fc  Lowery 
Wesendonk  6c  Co. 
Wiseman,  Doct. 
Wheeler,  N.  D. 
Worrell  &  Co. 
Westfall,  I.  &  D. 
Willets,  Robert  R. 
Whitmore,  J.  E. 
Woodward,  Thos. 
White,  Wm.  E. 
Wychoff,  J.  F. 
Woodhull,  E.  S. 
Whitlock,  A.  M. 
Weed,  Wm.  A. 
W.  G. 

White,  James  L. 
Winkens,  D.  L. 
Ward,  L.  B. 
White,  Thos. 
Warrincr,  James 
Wenham,  A. 
Wray,  John 
Ward,  Mr. 
Walter,  Almira 
Whiteland,  Miss 
Wade,  E.,  jr. 
Whiting,  A. 
Wesselle,  Francis 
Whittelscy,  J.  P.,  Conn. 
Woolsey,  James  L. 


1859.] 


LIST  OF 


MEMBERS. 


85 


Watson,  John,  M.  D. 
Woodruff  &  Co. 
Willetts,  Samuel 
Well  Wiener 
Whitlock,  Bcnj.  M. 
Gift  of  Pew  in  Rev.  Di 

Phillips'  Church 
Wiggin,  Augustus 
Watts,  Mrs. 
Watson,  John.  M.  D. 
Wainwright,  E. 
West,  D.  B. 
Williamson,  James 
Wood,  Isaac 
Walsh,  A.  Robertson 
Waterman,  Mrs. 
White,  Robert  II. 
Wheeler,  A.  H. 
Worth,  J.  F. 
Wainwright,  W.  P. 
Wood  &"llughes 
Welsh,  G.  H. 
Wilson,  J.  J. 
White  6c  Lawrence 
Worley  6c  Moot 
Waldron  &  Co. 
Warburg  &  Co. 
Williams,  C.  P.  &  Co. 
Wygauls  &.  Co. 
Woolsey,  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Ward,  A.  H. 
Whittemore:  T. 
Woodhead,  John 
Woodruff  Mrs.  T.  T. 
Ward,  Doct.  Thoft 
Wind,  Andrew 
Wilson  Daniel 
Wood,  B. 
White,  Richard 
Wickslead,  J. 
Woodding 
Williamson,  John 
Woodward,  I. 
W.  E.  C. 


Walker,  D. 
Weil,  Henry 
Weisman,  A. 
W.  W. 
Webb,  W.  H. 
Wright,  D.  D. 
Waterbury,  Joseph 
Wall,  Wm. 
Wood,  E.  C. 
Webb,  Anna 
Withington,  Lewis 
Ward,  Warren 
Wallerstein  &  Kunst 
White,  Charles 
Warner,  James 
Whilhom,  M. 
Wellstcod,  J.  G. 
Wright,  William 
Webb,  W  W. 
Wales,  L.  H. 
Wells  6c  Brothers 
Withers,  R. 
Wilhelm,  H.  N.,  M.  D. 
Wheelwright,  B.  F. 
White,  C.  P. 
Walker,  Joseph 
Walker,  W. 
Woodward,  R.  T. 
Watt,  William 
Ward,  M.,  Close  &  Co. 
Weeks,  John  A. 
W.  C.  K.,  Mrs. 
Wyckoff,  Mrs. 
White,  James  F. 
Waker,  J.  J. 
Walton,  W. 
Ward,  H.D. 
W.  L.  J. 
Wilson,  Mrs. 
Wood  worth,  Julius 
White,  E. 
W.  B. 

Willmerding,  W.  E. 
Walker,  E. 


Wood,  O.  E. 
Williams,  Wm.  R. 
Warner,  P.  R. 
Wade,  Wm. 
Wheeler,  Jonas 
Warling,  Mrs. 
Wilcox,  W.  J. 
Woodhouse,  P. 
Wilson,  Dr.  W. 
Woodward,  Mr. 
W.  P. 

Wilson,  J.  L. 
Whitney,  M. 
Winans,  J.  C. 
Woodman,  George 
Walker,  Francis  S. 
Wetmore,  A.  R. 
Wctmore,  David 
Watkin,  J.  L. 
Winslow,  Georgo 
Weir,  James 
West,  H.  P. 
Winterbottom,  James 
Williams,  II.  II. 
Willing,  M.E. 
Wood,"\Vm.  a 
Worrell,  Noah 
White,  S.  P. 
Wardcll,  Oliver 
Whittelsey,  C.  P. 
Whittemore,  H.  D. 
Winterson,  Saml.  S. 
Waldron,  Wm.  D. 
Wilson,  Jotham 
Wilson,  John  G. 
Waldron,  Cornelius 
Wissing,  James 
Wilkins,  John 
Webb,  James  P. 
Waddell,  Samuel 
Wheaton,  John 
Wicker,  Henry 
Wood,  Henry 
West.  Edwin,  M.  D. 


Wilson,  Alfred 
Wi8eburn,  Lawrence 
Winter,  E.  T. 
Whitely,  G. 
Williams,  P.  C.  6c  W. 
Whittelsey,  IL 
Watkins,  J.  L. 
Warren,  Thos. 
Woodford,  O.  W. 
Wood,  W.  G.,  M.D. 
Walker,  Wm.  A. 
Woolsey,  E.  J. 
Winston,  F.  S. 


Y 

Young,  Henry 
Young,  McAndrew, 

Rankin  &  Co. 
Young,  Hiram 
Yearance,  Richard 
Young,  A.  6c  Haglan 
Young,  D.  L. 
Youle,  Geo.  W. 
Youngs,  Wm. 
Youngs,  G. 
Yates,  Mrs.  Anna  E. 
Yale,  C , 
Young,  Henry 
Young,  J. 
Young,  David  L. 


Z 

Zipey, J. 

Zinn,  Chas  &.  Co. 
Zabriskie,  C. 
Zabriskie,  C,  A. 
Zimmerman,  Louisa, 

Mrs. 
Zabriskie,  C.  jr. 
Zabriskie  6c  Lumly 


INDISCRIMINATE  ALMS-GIVING. 


To  the  Citizens  of  New  Yoek: 

Indiscriminate  relief,  being  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  able-bodied 
pauperism  in  this  city,  and  also  one  of  the  chief  obstructions  to  its  removal, 
the  Board  would  be  unfaithful  to  its  trust,  if  it  failed  to  repeat,  in  a  definite 
and  intelligible  form,  the  teachings  of  experience  on  this  subject,  or  ceased 
to  warn  the  public  against  a  practice  so  rife  with  pernicious  consequences. 
And  this  course  is  the  more  necessary,  because  the  results  of  impulsive,  indis- 
criminate alms-giving,  are  generally  neither  suspected  nor  anticipated. 

Causes,  eluding  ordinary  observation,  often  travel  a  long  way  before 
their  effects  are  discovered;  yet  their  ultimate  development  may  not  be  the 
less  mischievous  or  certain.  To  g'.ve  alms  to  an  unknown  beggar  in  the 
street,  may  appear  a  humane,  or,  at  least,  a  harmless  act.  But  traced  to 
its  consequences  in  a  vagabond  mendicant  population,  preying  upon  the 
property,  and  disturbing  the  peace  of  the  community,  it  is  a  flagrant  social 
offence.  To  relieve  a  strange  child  at  the  door  may  be  regarded  as  meri- 
torious ;  seen,  however,  in  its  results — neglected  education  and  the  vagrancy 
and  crime  which  often  lead  to  temporal  and  eternal  ruin — and  it  stands  out 
as  a  high  misdemeanor,  which  admits  of  no  justification. 

It  is  the  nature  of  indiscriminate  charity  to  infuse  into  the  mind  of  its 
subjects  the  belief  that  they  have  a  right  to  subsistence,  independent  of 
their  own  earnings.  And  while  many  professed  friends  of  the  poor  prac- 
tically sanction  this  absurdity,  is  it  surprising  that  voluntary  pauperism 
should  abound  despite  all  the  efforts  for  its  suppression?  Where,  then,  is 
the  remedy  for  this  terrible  evil,  if  it  be  not  found  in  enforcing  the  primitive 
terms  on  which  man's  subsistence  was  promised — "In  the  sweat  of  thy  face 
thou  shalt  eat  bread  ?  "  * — not  otherwise  ;  and  this  law  has  never  been  ab- 
rogated. It  is  the  appointment,  not  of  man,  but  of  God.  It  bears  the 
impress  of  infinite  wisdom,  and  is  safest  and  best ;  for  labor  is  not  a  bane, 
but  a  blessing.  It  is  not  only  essential  to  happiness,  but  the  parent  and 
guardian  of  virtue.  Hence  there  was  a  benediction  concealed  under  the  ap- 
parently austere  condemnation  of  the  race  to  toil.  Every  man  has  a  right  to 
the  products  of  his  own  industry;  to  nothing  more  except  as  Providence 
takes  away  the  ability  to  labor ;  and  for  such  the  same  beneficent  Power 
which  imposed  the  law  of  Jabor  provides,  by  positive  commandment,  not  only 
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repeatedly  enjoined,  and  mc*t  strenuously  urged  in  Scripture,  but  also  by  the 
compassionate  interest  which  it  instinctively  awakens  in  the  hearts  of  others 
for  their  relief.  Nature  thus  echoes  the  teachings  of  Revelation  on  this  sub- 
ject, showing  that  it  has  its  foundation  in  man's  constitution  ;  and  just  so  far 
as  individuals  or  associations  succeed  in  conforming  to  these  principles,  they 
will  be  instrumental  in  reducing  the  voluntary  pauperism  of  this  city,  while 
experience  proves  that  every  divergence  from  them  tends  to  its  increase. 

Though  it  appears  to  be  one  of  the  simplest  of  self-evident  propositions, 
that  to  encourage  evil  is  not  the  way  to  suppress  it ;  that  to  give  alms  to 
those  about  whom  we  know  nothing,  is  to  offer  a  premium  to  vagrants,  and 
make  it  their  interest  to  beg ;  yet  how  slow  are  those  who  half  comprehend 
the  subject,  to  learn  these  palpable  truths,  and  to  act  upon  them.  While  it  is 
the  reiterated  dictate  of  experience,  of  Christianity,  of  common  sense,  "  that 
if  a  man  will  not  work,  neither  shall  he  eat,"  *  the  pseudo-philanthropists 
say  that  the  man  shall  eat.  While  it  is  an  abiding  law  of  Providence  that  the 
obstinately  indolent,  thriftless  and  vicious  should  be  left  to  the  bitter  retri- 
bution which  is  the  divinely  appointed  result,  the  morbidly  benevolent,  re- 
gardless of  this  law,  inconsiderately  subordinate  to  their  own  impulses  the 
highest  interests  of  the  individual  and  of  the  community,  by  stepping  in  be- 
tween folly  and  its  cure ;  and,  irrespective  of  character,  bestow  upon  the  lazy, 
the  vagrant,  and  the  vicious,  that  which  should  only  be  for  the  solace  of  the 
suffering,  the  relief  of  the  unfortunate  and  infirm,  or  the  reward  and  encour- 
agement of  struggling  poverty. 

There  was  a  period  in  the  history  of  our  city  charities,  when,  from  the 
absence  of  available  facilities,  reliable  information  in  respect  to  mendicants 
could  not  be  obtained,  so  that  there  would  be  risk  of  suffering,  provided  none 
but  investigated  cases  wrere  relieved.  That  period,  happily,  passed  away, 
with  the  establishment  of  this  Institution.  Being  organized  for  the  express 
purpose  of  meeting  the  charitable  wants  of  the  community,  its  arrangements 
and  agencies  have  been  specially  adapted  to  the  actual  exigencies  of  the  popu- 
lation, both  rich  and  poor,  however  concentrated  or  diffused.  Its  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty-two  Visitors,  distributed  over  the  city,  are  so  many  tangential 
points  between  the  benevolent  and  the  needy.  All  persons  referred  to  them 
who  live  between  the  Battery  and  Harlem  River,  the  Association,  if  sustained, 
is  publicly  pledged  to  care  for,  promptly,  discreetly,  humanely,  according  to 
the  actual  merit  or  demerit  of  each  applicant. 

Sixteen  years'  experience  has  tested  the  efficacy  of  this  system.  Thousands 
of  our  most  respectable  and  wealthy  families  have  found,  that  so  far  as  they 
have 'withheld  indiscriminate  alms  at  their  doors  and  elsewhere,  and  made  this 
Institution  the  channel  of  their  charities,  they  have  not  only  been  saved  from 
annoying  applications,  while  all  proper  subjects  have  been  effectively  relieved, 
but  also  that  able-bodied  vagrancy  has  been  diminished  in  the  same  ratio.  It 
appears  evident,  therefore,  that  by  the  general  co-operation  of  our  citizens 
in  such  a  plan,  the  cure  of  this  description  of  pauperism,  and  its  attendant 
evils,  is  as  plain  and  practicable  as  the  practice  and  its  mischiefs  are  notorious 
and  disgraceful.    Let  it  not  be  encouraged  and  fostered,  and  it  will  bo  starved 
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out.  Forced  to  capitulate  to  its  own  necessities,  it  will  be  glad  to  resort  to 
labor  for  its  support.  On  tbe  other  hand,  it  is  evident  that  this  great  social 
evil  can  neither  be  prevented  nor  remedied  without  the  co-operation  de- 
scribed. Why,  then,  should  there  not  be  this  concurrent  effort,  especially 
when  it  is  found  that  the  moral  degradation  of  those  who  are  the  subjects  of 
indiscriminate  aid,  is  incomparably  greater  and  more  lasting  than  the  physical 
incouvenience  from  which  they  are  thus  temporarily  relieved  ? 

The  work  before  the  Association  is  vast,  momentous  and  difficult,  requir- 
ing patience,  sympathy,  and  unfaltering  perseverance ;  but  if  wisely  directed, 
its  rewards  are  commensurately  certain  in  the  ultimate  attainment  of  great 
and  good  results.  Its  grand  mission  being  the  physical  and  moral  elevation 
of  the  poor  by  such  methods  as  practical  wisdom  suggests,  and  the  principles 
of  moral  and  economic  science  approve,  why  should  there  not  be  strong  faith 
both  in  its  objects  and  issues  ?  Voluntary  pauperism  is  a  reproach  to  human- 
ity, a  disgrace  to  civilization,  and  a  curse  to  any  community.  That  it  should 
be  uprooted  as  an  exotic,  alike  foreign  to  our  country  and  institutions,  is  not 
less  certain  than  that  the  truly  needy  and  unfortunate  shall  ever  be  with  us, 
a  Providential  trust,  to  be  kindly  and  discreetly  cared  for.  The  duty  of  labo- 
rious, self-sacrificing  charity  for  such,  grows  out  of  our  relations  to  them  as 
children  of  a  common  Parent,  "  who  maketh  the  poor  and  the  rich."  Charity 
is,  indeed,  an  element  of  our  moral  nature,  identified  with  our  own  religious 
hopes,  and  inseparable  from  spiritual  Christianity.  Our  obligations,  there- 
fore, "to  consider  the  needy,"  and  to  upity  the  afflictions  of  the  afflicted," 
will  ever  remain  until  the  "  poor  cease  out  of  the  land,"  and  a  paradisean 
state  be  restored. 

And  it  is  a  cause  of  devout  gratitude  to  God,  and  of  gratulation  to  the 
Hoard,  that  these  obligations  have  been  felt  and  acknowledged  by  so  many 
of  their  fellow-citizens.  That,  amid  the  pressing  and  alluring  occupations  of 
this  great  city,  so  many  have  volunteered  to  discharge  the  arduous  and  re- 
sponsible duties  of  -\  isitors  to  those  "  who  cannot  recompense  them  again." 
That  so  many,  moreover,  have  given  "  out  of  their  abundance,"  and  others  even 
"  out  of  their  deep  poverty,"  for  the  relief  of  those  poorer  than  themselves ; 
so  that  it  may,  in  truth,  be  said,  "  the  high  and  the  low,  the  rich  and  poor, 
together,"  have  in  the  support  of  this  Association  blended  their  commisera- 
tion and  aid. 

The  difficulty  experienced  is  not  to  awaken  the  sympathy  of  those  ac- 
quainted with  the  Institution,  for  such  are  its  steadfast  patrons;  but  so  to  dif- 
fuse a  knowledge  of  its  objects  among  the  charitable  who  are  uninformed  of 
its  nature  and  design,  as  that  they  also  may  appreciate  its  claims  on  their  con- 
fidence and  support.  Next,  therefore,  to  their  own  interest  in  this  charity } 
the  greatest  favor  the  friends  of  the  poor  can  confer  upon  it  is  to  excite  a  like 
interest  in  its  behalf  in  the  circles  of  their  acquaintance ;  for  its  usefulness 
must  ever  be  in  proportion  to  its  universality.  Make  this  the  channel  of 
alms-giving  for  the  city,  and  helpless  distress  will  be  relieved,  the  depressed 
elevated,  the  abuse  of  compassion  prevented,  and  vagrancy  and  mendicity 
dried  up  at  their  source. 


As  legacies  intended  for  this  charity  may  be  lost  to  the  Institution 
by  defects  in  the  phraseology  by  which  the  bequests  are  made,  it  is, 
therefore,  desirable  that  the  subjoined  form  should  be  carefully  followed 
by  persons  designing  to  mate  charitable  devises  to  the  objects  of  this 
Association. 


Jurat  at  ix  latest 


I  bequeathe  to  my  Executors  the  sum  of  dollars,  in  trust, 

to  pay  over  the  same  in  after  my  decease,  to  the  person  who, 

when  the  same  is  payable,  shall  act  as  Treasurer  to  the  Association  for 
Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor,  organized  in  the  City  of  New. 
York,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-three,  and  incorporated 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-eight,  to  be  applied  to  the  benevolent  uses 
and  purposes  of  said  Association,  and  under  its  direction. 


